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October 27th 


1939 


Louisiana Journal 


But what with 

a good thirty hours of traveling before me, 

I was. content to breakfast leisurely, and before I was done with 
ray coffee, the sun was winning the struggle and the veils of 
mist were retreating to the lower stretches of the valleys. The 
hilly landscape for miles was a monotoneous brown, relieved only 
occassionaly by the grat of a weather beaten cabin, dining tenacious' 
ly and with uncertainty to thegullied slopes, save for such spots 
along the rocks and the rail fences where a solitary creeper blazed 
incrimson glory. 

Knoxville came in mid afternoon, the countryside still 
in a coma of autmunal brown, and toward evening ^hettanouga glittered 
in the valley below her encircling hills* Night closed in as we 
quitted the city, with Lookout Mountain looming black as midnight 
like a great land-locked Gibraltar against the deepening sky, while 
to the east an unbbelieable moon, as round and silver as a 
dollar mounted above thehorizon. Now we were in the South. 


1939 

‘ > Louisiana for the first time, a good wa y 
not”to mak«~it is fcy- b.e 1 in. from New York via KnoxviU., Btrming- 
especially if the month he November. It is like 
eptiously into Heayen by way of the back door, ana so 
„11 effect of the Nearly Portals and whatever Spanish 
entangled in Saint Peter's beard,--if any. 

' b full brown palate will not be so important 
to impress if you"have already in past seasons 

* ■ last coast and the uulf --prefer- 

the logical progression from 
i comprehensible if 

_.... intensifying’steps of progression. It is By 

that the New York skyline evaporates as one speeds across 
which in their turn give way to Pennsylvania 
leading by ttxxf into Virginia, 
and pushing on until 

- \ hang out their 

in the South,— 
t dape Fear, Myfctle 

Hampten, loveliest of all 

— - Savanah, 

skimming the coast 
into the 


October. 26th. 

If you are going to 

i_ - - - 

ham, etc., 
slipping serr 
missing the full 
moss may be 

But this drab 
in its powers 

gone to Louisiana by way of the 
ably by car. For,this route m&rkes 
Manhattan to Melrose, and Paradise is more 
one has mounted the : 
this route 1—- 
the Jersey meadows, 
and Delaware countryside then 
musing for armament at ^illiamsburgh, 

&t Wilmington the first live oaks and swaying moss 
tattered banners. From that point on you re — 
classic Orton perched in noble splendor about '-ape ie 
Beach for unrivalled surf bathing, a 

colonial plantation houses, and so on through oharlest # 
and westward toward Talahassee and on and on, i 
and hesitating only long enough fora le6 P 
Gulf and on again through Ocoan springs to, Biloxi ana F**ss 
Christian fabulous for their miles of delicious houses and 
ancient tree decked drives, i’hen on to Hew Orleans with its pungent 
mixtures of old and new, of smalls and perfumes and yesterday s 
creoles and todaysconglomerations. 

Then turning North after all this, and all that 
ture and luxuriant folliage, astonishing flowers and unbelieeable 
orchestrations by great insect choral societies, and you 11 b 
in a state of mind to comprehend the mellow heart of 

and plantation "chateau country" which a ? r ®J oh * s . in a ^kr oountrv 
belt from Natchez westward to and through the oain Hiv.r 
x'he two hundred mile trip up from New Oreleans will he hh. final 
otiulenoe in icing for this most entrancing cake. Mile after mile 
0 ^ sugar of in f if Ids will astonish you and abov. the Baton *oug. 
parallel you’ll plung through the cotton belt which for yedS 
astonished the universe and created the greatest American 
design for living. 

But all this is merely a prelude to indicate that this 
later journey was made by another route. It was dark when 
I said goodbye to Manhattan, and with few exceptions Manhattan,^ 
in ell her luminous glory was unmindful that I was gone. * V » 
and through the Pennsylvania.tubes, and across *he blackened 
night into Washington. A Chang.. and then oblivion again until 
th. morrow wh.n at dawn I awoke to find w# were traveling through 
the mournful foothills of Hrginia,--cabins, dank and dirt.pad. , 

half hidden in the ditts that seemed to hesitate whether to 
‘gulf the landscape complete or to dissolve itself into rain and 

diasppear. \ 


An hour of two in the smoker, talking with southern business 
men, a builder from Georgia who believed, in higher wage scale for 
his employee's and who liked Mr. ^oosevelt, and a Jewish manu¬ 
facturer ,--once from New York,--who didn't agree with Governmental 
wage policies but who thought Eleanor Roosevelt was really the first 
lady of the land. Then came Birmingham and dinner as the train 
Btreaked through the night. I pressed my face to the window pane 
to see if stars really did fall on Alabama, but the asteroids were all 
asleep. But the Heavenly bodies did what they could to maitain there 
ancient reputation, and so the moon, just to show wh&t could be 
put on, staged an eclipse that was total and satisfying for the 
mongers of phenomena. k 

Maredian, Mississippi past midnight.--with a couple of 
hours for a good hot bath and shave, and then on againto Jackson 
where dawn began spreading an even gouash across the east, telling 
me that the night was done and I should sleep no more. 

October 28th. 


The sun climbed high out of Jackson, into a radiantly blue 
sky. Yesterday's browns were disappearing in completeness, giving 
way to patches of green in hedgerows and woodland. My sense of' 
direction had failed me and I seemed to he going Hast in spite of 
the sun which was doing all it could to help me re-adjust myself. 
Vicksburg menet breakfast.--where the custom of the country made 
itself for the first time b. the servince of a demi-tasse of black 
coffee before my order was taken. But I couldn't eat me more 
because the prospect of the day ahead was too exciting, and 
besides, Vicksburg for breakfastis a little heavy anyway, what 
with the mashing Grant 'gave it in 1863. Slowly the train moved 
out of the station, and almost stealthily we ventured out on the 
great Mississippi bridge, with Ole Man River looking blue and 
docile below us like-a gigantio canal sleeping between its great 
green banks of levees. Here my sense of direction returned, and 
we sped on toward Monroe and a hundred little cross-road stations 
always peopled with meek colored children , apparantly expseinoing 
the big event of the day,—the train passing by. 








'X 
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A little afternoon we reached Shreveport where Hohina was 
waiting, Bobina with whom I had exchanged so many pleasant letters 
and with whom I immediately sensed an old friend even though we had 
never met before, . 

. Into her car, and away we flew, covering much ground and con¬ 
versation as we whizzed along the flat smooth roads for a hundred 
miles until we turned off the main highway and headed up the 
three mile lane that lead to Melrose Plantation. 

Before reaching the big house, we turned into a garden on the 
West side of the house, drove on a bit, and then stopped at our 
journey’s end by the side gate, Prom out of nowhere good old 
Prank, the family houseman in overhalls appeared to greet us. 

He remembered me from last year, I think, and Bobina from many a 
week-end trip down the years. 

~ We went into the big house and found that Aunt Gammie was 
up stairs with her little grandson. When she heard us, however, 
she came flying down, and it filled me with extasy to find her 
just as I had left her the year before, lookin c so good and so 
wholesome in her neat white waist, black skirt and her luxuriant white 
hair. Somehow she made it seem as though I were a long lost 
child who had wandered too long afield and was blessing me for 
having come back. Such is her remarkable spirit which brings 
so much happiness and cheer to so many, 

Prank had already taken my bags to my mAisonetter, and 
Aut Gammie said that the three of us would have coffee and sand- 
wishes in my new home. So we want to the pear of the big house, 
where at the end of the long garden plot I recognized and raarvled 
again at the old African mBshroom house, and so to the ± 
right to a cabin with a long porch running across it, and entered 
what in ante-bellum days had Wen the blacksmith shop , but which 
Aunt Cammie had metomorphosed into a beautiful cabin, with the 
main room two storeys high, and lighted by a wonderous Louis XIV 
window with beautiful fan light which soared toward the ceiling-. 

There were vases of beautiful flowers,—red and yellow dahlias 
of generous porportions, and other with Pink dahlias with some wonderful 
blue flowers that looked a little like lilacs, but weren't, while 
on my typewriter table by the great window stook a magnificient 
single yellow rose in an amazing bottle shaped vase of cobalt blue.<~_ 

I hugged her again in appreciation and she hugged me back seemingly 
for the same reason,—what a wonderful women she is. 

Before having a chance to examine the house further, -Crank 
had returned with a great tray of coffee and shandwiches, and we 
were all busy talking about everything ana nothing, and scarcely 
paying any attention to what we were supposed to be eating. 

As we talked, my eyes wanaeped about the room, — the staircase 
beyond to great window, leading along the wall to the balustraded 
balcony above, ana then down again to the great fireplace unaer 
the balcony on the west wll, ana opposite the great east window. 


-K 


Befofe we had made any inroads on our sandwiches, the evening 
dinner bell rang. Robins remarked thtt Frenis would feel badly if 
we did not finish the lunch he had prefared for us, and so she wrapped 
up her last sandwich,—a generous one like mine, and took it with J ‘ 
her. I wonted to conceal my unfinished one, tool* and so I hid it 
in the glass bookcase behind a row of books. Then all three of 
us went to dinner in the summer dinning room of the big house 
where we met Aunt Gammies two sons, Jt.H. who runs the plantation 
and Dan, her youngest son, now living at home,—both of whom seem 
so genuine and well balanced. Sugene, the store keeper, rounced 
out are companions at dinner. . The food was marvelous, such a variety 
of vegatables and meats, ana all so apetizing. How marvelous to 
forget .that there is such a thing as restaurants in this world. 

Supper is usually not a long meal at Melrose, and after it 
was done, we returned to my cabin for a long chat before the 
blazing fire, depending upon ho other li fc ht save that from the 
big round moon already rising in the Hast and etching a great 
M,uatoriian window on the floor from the raoale on the east wall 
of the room. 

ter much good talk, to bed, and at six Frank came to re¬ 
furbish my fire and bring me ray demi-tasse of coffee. I asked him 
to bring my breakfast as soon as possible fu I haa much work to 
do and I was hungry for more plantation food. Thinking he would 
not be back right away, I remembered my sandwich which I had con¬ 
cealed the night before, and so I took a scandalously big bite of it 
when to my suruise, Frank returned with a heaping tray, c: tchinp me in 
the act of aevouring last evening's snadwich. 


few 


Breakfast of grapefruit, bacon and eggs, milk, toast and 
stewed figs and coffee, and I was ready to unpack my things, 
hours slipped by but I did not notice, busy with re-agiranging 
books, sorting nepers and exploring my house. But Frank knocked 
Sn ? s &id " i1he ?fad£ra say you sure do treat your guests powerful 
cold end that she would like me to join them for ten o'clock 
coffee. 

■rvccordingly I raced through a shower and shave and across 
the lawn and up the back steps of the big house to -“unfc Gammie 
lovely big yellow and white bedroom where I round her and Robina 
sitting before a blazing fire in the famous old Franklin stove 
which Aunt Gammie had rescued from some disintegrating plantation house 

ter coffee and inc talk, Robina ana I decided to explore 
the gardens, visiting the famous old African musroom house, —once 
used to incarcerate obstrperous slaves in the old days when the 
muleto Bettoyer family owned Melrose. I was enchnted with 
Robins?8 remark that she thought it grand that these folks had the 
feeling of security sufficiently developed to dare bring this 
African item from their distant past and blandly bring such archi¬ 
tecture into being again. 
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still Sunday, October &9th: 

.We visited the loom house, a charming cottage where Aunt 
Cammie has several looms set up and weaves, and on beyond to the 
east to the bindery where the house, reconstructed from a former 
setting show the old musket bullets fired by General Bank's Federals 
-when they passed through Gain Biver, burning 400 plantation houses 
along its banks#, and then to Lyle's cabin where we sat for a 
long chat. i l ben dinner at twelve, and Gharles was here from 
six miles down the road, having driven up in a horse and buggy, 

8 ccompcini @d by s go It 9 slmost C-s &s its mother which trots 
nonchalantly along side. And also to dinner were Gammie Jr 
and her husband, Dr. "enfc and their baby. •• / 

,.fter dinner much fun with photos being ta Ken of Robina 
taking a ride with dh^rles in his buggy andafter coffee in the 
garden, a trip over to.the otherside of the wain Biver to cell 
on the ola mulato, Aeline, who lives in a cottage with the floor 
pert bricA and part dirt,--with chickens running around the kitchen 
and a varied collection of religious images. Food was left with 
her, as well as at J&aame Aubert-rocque ' s, also a mulatobut as 
neat and clean,—and probably as old as her neighbor with more 
emphasis on the cleanliness, for everything wqs spicx and span. 

She spoke to us in both English and French and obviously was a* 
woman of parts. While there an old woman told ^unt Gammie that 
one of the neighbors was still suffering from a broken ankle he 
had suffered a few days back, but explained that this was so because 
he refused to heed her cure. ^hen asked how she could effect such 
a cure so quickly, she had assured her listener that, it was as 
si ply as effective ; — just take a stick, go to the corner of the 
fence, make a sign of the corss in the earth with the stick and then 

cover the sign with a board, and presto-Apparently this is 

the type of Person whb recommends turpentine for the 50 babies when 
they are under the weather, for that- is a common practice in certain 
localities near by,**—much to the detriment to the bab 's kidnev's 
Dr. “enK tells me. * 9 

And so back to the house to dinner or rather supper, which 
seems to be different primarily because coffee is not served at 
the end of the meal. • Short conversation after dinner, and so to 
bed, closing my first twenty-four hours of this visit to Melrose. 
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November knd. \®\^ 

v i*Der 9 is so much talk going on among the servants about 
the two holidays vve are having today and yesterday that I can't 
recall for the life of me whether yesteraay'or today is -All 
Saints Day, but it doesn't matter much, I suppose since one 
was All Souls and the other All Saints Day. 

r- This morning Aunt Cammie ravaged the gardens to collect 
some fine flowers for sprays which she made with a bases of some 
iern-like greenery. iSach spray she maae separately,--and all 
by ner own hands, and then sent Bita, one of the house servants 
over to the mulatto cemetary to decorate certain ..raves of old 
friends who have t one tfo their last reward. One of these I 
recall was the mother of Maa&me Aubert Bocque, who herself is 
now fcb, and other gooa souls who lived and aied alon b Cain. Biver. 

At four o’clock I walked over to the church yeard to attend the 
service and visit the graves. Many mulattos were already present 
cars being parked along the road, ana people coming on foot from * 
seveial directions. I was impressed by the conservative neat 
appearance of all their clothes, and the kindness with which thev 
greeted me, a stranger. * 

One fine man who told me he war 50, but looked much lounger 
pointea out many of the raves of people I had often heard Aunt 
oamie speak. Milton Mettoyer, my guide, impressed, me enormously 
by his kindly simplicity coupled with his obvious physical and 
social stature. For the most part the graves all showed eviaence 
of care, although he volunteered the information that it was too 
bad that some of the foks, even though they had been told about - 

the ceremony, had done nothing to put the plots of their relatives 
in order. -,t~ 

,r ® didn’t- go inside the church for the service whee from the 
graveyard at the rear, we could hear singing and prayers being 
intoned. Since most of the parishoners were inside Mil Lon 
seemed to think it war a good time for us to see the graves, and 
the ascorations were colorful, sometimes tastefully done, and 
sometimes almost humorous. 

ihe most beautiful one I saw was a plain gray slab covering 
the grave, just a few white streams of white running through the 
gray stone. There was but one weeatk>nn this grave,—a circular 
one with alternating white and pink rno&n flowers of tissue paper. 
It’s simplicity was classic and touching, 

Do far away was one from which all the grass had been 
removed arid the earth nicely smoothea. # Streaks of white ran 
length-wise of the grave where the oecorator had sown lime, and 
a little to one side ana just over the place where the heart of 
the departed might be was placed a big white wreath of roses in 
the form of a white heart that was bleeding. . Hung, on the cross 
at the heea of another grave was a smart wreath made of paper, 
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ana so cotrivea as to resemble & feather boa, with half of the 
wreath w/iite ana the other half white.--surely not realized 
but infinitely striding on the grave of a mulatto. 

More prosaic resting places were set Off by vases of 
afticiffcl flowers, wreathes,of curious paper flowers of curious 
pale blues, flaming magentas and repulsive pinKS. Some people 
i;ad said that food was placed on the graves, too, although I 
chancea to see none, although there were some tin cans that 
seemed to be unopen, s I suppose this represented some of these 
strange manifestations. 

A temporary alter had been erected in the center of the 
cenetary to which the priest came, assorted by boys bearing 
tapers, arid followed by the congeration. There was a short 
prayer, followed by announcements, the first one startling me 

as he said: "N® those of you who come from Bermuda.will go 

to seyen o'clock mass tomorrow morning";....Bermuda, I gather 

must refer to some nearby community ana not the island. These 
announcements were followed by a short sermon, which left much 
to oe wished for, since it seemed mostly concerned with Hell fire 
and the need tor all of us to remember every hour of the day that 
the grave was yawnin, for us at the end of our road...... The 

sormont over, the priest departed, and the congeration relaxed 
ana wondered about the yard, obviously concerning th mselves 
primarily with re-arranging their own ue corations ana paying 
slight attention to their neighbors’ efforts. , Slowly the crowd 
dispersed and after chatting with a few of the hangers on I 

t0 - 4 Ie i r ? Se * a little but thoroughly satisfied with 

t oer ice which had revealed so many Kindly people who, at the 

?? thS barange, could giggle ana laugh in spite of the 
dire forebodings of the paare. ( 

conversation in my Jabin with Aunt bJammie until late evening 
ana so to bea ana to sleep, 6 ' 

November .3rd. 

... , .VP early ana writing until nine thirty when I went over to 
tne big,house for coffee with Aunt Gammie for a good hours talk, 
hen to the store with mail, a chat with ©an ana dinner. Beck to 
write some more ana Gmmie, Jr. with husband and chiId,--or rather 
without child came. They found Aunt Gammie and me in the 
s.airs of the bindery where Aunt Gammie has wonderful assortments 
of newspapers and magazines ready for sorting and binding, and 
some extraordinary books, including one,--fat and illustrated, on 
the colored descendants of a prominent man of the Natchez of 
ante-bellum days. I am the only one who knows it is there Aut 
oammier tells me. 


Sister wanted to tane some bulbs ho e with her, so Aunt G&mmie 
.rounded up Sam Brown and set him to digging in the front gardens. 

’7e sat under the great oak in the center of the front garden, 
surrounded by flaming cannas ana golden dahlias, where Frank* 
served afternoon coffee. A radio froij the big house was - 
playing excepts from Faust ana La Gioconda. It was like an 18SO 
sketch of the Ange of Homantiaism. 

Then we drove over to Gloutierville, to sister's house. 

It is a beautiful old place, built in 1813 by Fontainot, and 
subsequently occupied as the big house in the plantation, by 
Fanny jJ hopin who occupied the place that roratic decade before the 
war, and most sspecailly that exciting afternoon in 1853 when 
a steamboat drew up 6o ard the dock on the river at the foot 
of her garden, blowing itself to bits, just as it touched the 
pier. Both "unt G&mmie and I want more particulars about that. 

Last year when I visited the place it was being done over 
but now it was finished and was hn wholesomely handsome from the 
outside and simply and beautifully occorated inside, with the 
great four-poster bed making a strong, impression on me, as did 
the two single beds in another room,--mahogny posts with yellow 
line tester. e had tea in the garden, and returned to the 
high road before sundown to all have dinner at Melrose, On the 
way home we passed through the ljertzog acres, not stopping at 
the Plantation house, at the end of its long alley of fine 
oaks. General Banks burned the place when he inarched through, 
but the family partially rebuilt the place, although not pleasantly. 


although three quarters of the length of the columes that iurrounqc-c 
the place were left on their foundations, and the house somehow 
perched on these liKe a fisher folk might build their sh&k on 
stilts on the river b&nK, high enough to esdape spring freshets. 

I visited the (snise last year, and was depressed by its interior, 
the place seeming a. though it might fall in on you through 
sheer boredom with its horrible color scheme ana decoration. 

There is a chapel in the house, too, ana this gives it an atmos¬ 
phere which isn’t enitrely domestic. When ever I pass b the 
place I think of Aunt Gammie’s excellent artisan, Henry Iler&og, 
the mulatto, who is a cousin to the present Hertzogs who live „ 
in the place,and somehow all l^is ana the strange, dullness of the 
occupants of the house, makes me glad when I am going away from it. 

No ember 4th. 

, kre&kfast early, and work at my t ( pewriter, then over to 
the big house for bx» coffee with Aunt G&mmie in her room at 
ten. Gonversation flew around Louisiana and its history, and 
we got to talking' of extraordinary women. She mentioned one 
who had been her guest here for a time,--I don't recall her name, 
but obviously interesting as a personality and a friend of various and 
sundry people* among whom had been lafealio Hesrn, whom she had 
known in Japan and many an other. . There was also talk of Rachel 
Field who has spent much time off and on at Melrose, her alienist 
father, her sister and mother, and her love for another who has 


* 
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known Melrose end her subsequent to her present husband, Peterson. 


11 ore writing until lunch, where I arrived late having 
been set for since I failed to bear the plantation amner 
toll. wbb hsre to bresk bread, toying arisen down with 

hie horse and buggy, -and colt,-and one son, not usually here, 
filled in the place of Pan who has gone to aton Bouge 
LUuw Orleans for the week-end to a football game. 


a nd 



In the afternoon the clouds hung like a thin gray veil 
and occasional little sprinkles suggested rain. It appeared 
that a frost was in the offing, too, &nu so we gathered bouquets 
of those flowers which might" suffer ^from a lowered temperature, 
-after dinner, ^unt «ammie .ana I talked plantations and Batches 
before the coay franklin stove. In the midst of the talk, 
a muffled sound in the chimney told that it was,; burning out. 
Being alone in the house, we went into the bacK gar en to see 
the flames which were blazing from the chimney and the display 
of fireworks which the ascending sparks mace, as some of them 
were dropping back on the roof, we thought it wise to investigae 
a close hand, and so I crawled out an upper window and along the 
peak of the roof and stamped out those that had not burned out. 
More talk after the chimney had subsided and so to bed. 


Perhaus the part of the convexsation which fascinated me 
the most was Aunt Cammie's account of Melrose when she came 
here fourty odd years ago. The place had originally belonged 
to the mulattoes,—Mettoyer.--who had built the original house, 
now occupied by Lyle, probably finishing it, in tfte 18&0's or 
earlier. The big house they had built in the 30's., Possibly 
because of their color, their house was not burned by General 
Banks army when it passed through here, destroying, it is said, 
about 400 houses along this river. Sometime after the War, 
one of the snooty Paudhorames who haa always lived in a high-hat 
manner on a plantation near by, persuaded Mettoyer to sign a 
note with him. Prudhomme didn't meet the note, and Mettoyer 
had to give his plantation in payment. Melrose was accordingly 
sold at auction to Eippolyte Hertzog, brother, I believe, tff 
the Hertzogs who live in the fine place down toward Cloutierville. 
He had married a-school teacher who had come down from Kentucky, 
and she mu t have been a shrew, since, when dying, she had all 
the servants brought to her bedroom and be&ged their p- rdons 
for her meannesses. 

u oon after Melrose was again sola at auction, Hertaog 
having taken much to drink and taking little interest in his 
property. It was then thatMa. Henry, who was to become Aunt 
Cammie's father-in-law, bougth the place. Then Auht Cammie 
came up from Tibodou in lower Louisiana to come to northern 
Louisiana as the bride of John Henry, the latter's father 
owned several places in this section, ^unt ^ammie and John 
lived at a place near Derry, The father had always kept a few 
rooms furnished at Melrose, as he cameghere with his wife each 
fell et cotton weighing time, to overs., th, hi _ r 

e s t. 
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On the aeath of John's father, the estate had to be settled. 
Several places had to be settled on different heirs ana Aunt 
Cammie hoped to remain in Derry for it was on the railroad and 
recieved mail twice a day, end besides it was convenient tq get 
to and from on the trains. 7hen the settlement was finally 
effect, however, Melrose fell to John, to Aunt ^ammie s sur¬ 
prise end disappointment, I believe. John suggestea that they 
continue to live -in Derry, but as he woula have to spend much 
%time at Melrose, -aunt Cammie insisted that Melrose was the 
place where she woula live. 

The condition of the house at that perioa left much to be 
desired, Bor example, it took her almost a week to get rid of 
the snuff poxes which had been accumulating on the secona floor. 

^or years, **unt ^ammie never got down through the gardens to the 
front gate. Her mother was living with her, and when she arrived, 
she had two children. I believe six more were to be added to the 
family in the years immediately succeeding. 

And these were busy jars. First of all there were the children 
and aunt Cammie taught them. School was in session from nine in th 
mornin t until three rn the afternoon on the back gallery. They 
say she gave instructing that during this period no one was to 
interrupt her unless the house should catch fire. The house, 
at the same time was being nut through a series of alterations, 
improvements made with partitions being taken down to make the 
gi>library what it is today and to extend the kitchen backward, 
and so make room for the enlarge porportions of the a inning room. 

Then there were the negroes arid other colored folk. Aunt 
Cammie was big enough to watch out for this brooa, too, 

Incidently there was the household which must run smoothly, 
and always guests who parsed by Melrose.--sometimes drummers, 
too, who always found open house at ^elrose. ^ome of the* were 
very interesting too, and through all these visitors and her 
correspondence, "unt Cammie was in touch with the world. 

As the years went along, the gardens were developed and 
extended,--all uncer ^unt Cammie's expert eye. The old blacksmith 
shop was transformed into a grinding house for sythes etc. , and 
then metomorphosed into the charming cabin where I am writing 
these lines,--with its glorious Louis XIV window with great 
fan light stretching more, than a story high on the east wefcl, 
and like the ample mantle of the fireplace opposite, comming j.rom 
the Markoe house which was dismantled some year ago. 

Scraps on everything about Louisiana also grew apace in 
•**unt Cammies books. Before the fire last night she tola me of 
her first one which she started at the age of ten, ana how when 
this original tripled in number, she thought she had about reached 
the'limit. But time has" seen them grow and grow until today they 
are at once the envy and wonder of scholars, historians, writers 
and alymen,—and still the good work goes on although 57 years 
have gone by since the first one was started. 
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Hobember 4th '59, 

Slight frost last night, ^rost at six to frfurbish my fire enjoy 
the dawn breaking through my great window. * 

After breakfast, "uny came to fix to fix a bath room pipe 
that was leaking. 

Puny has an aspiring personality, quite the contrary frorn^ 

Mint* w ammie’s g rdener, Sam Brown, who always makes me laugh wnen 
Aunt Jammie sneaks to him,*for as soon as she says "Sam Brown” 

Sam says ’'Yaassum” and before she h s finished her first sentaance 
he has said ’’Yassum” a hi If dozen times without bothering to see 
whether or not the answer calls for a positive or negative response. 

I return to Pun., , however, Mint Jammie tells me that he and 
his twin brother were made motherless when they were babies. It 
seems a preacher called on the mother and shot her through the 
keyhole, which is something. The ghastly details I- shall try to 
pick up later. Her twins had been christened Qtave and Oustave, 
but for obvious reasons they were re-christened Jrook ana Puny, for 
the stronger baby haa crooked legs. Puny grew up with Mint Jsmmie’s 
children and is now in his fourties, I suppose, black, stalwart 
and something of a mechanic, l believe. He warmed his hans for 
a bit before the fire fter his early morning 

chore was finished. I must contact him further for his obvious 
attempt at white man’s wordiness is amusing. 

Sam Brown came later to interrupt my'mail, --bein c in search 
of a rope which I haa placed outiside- its accustomed place. It 
seems that Ham ■ frown was about to finish cleaning the remains of 
soot from the chimney that burned out last night., 

Aunt da ramie came immediately after to hive mid-morning coffee 
and to look over scrap books with me. B&ca to the mail, and 
Regis, Sam Brown’s assistant in garden affairs, I gather, came to 
set some traps for something that has b en trying to make the nights 
noisy, finished the mail and this included a let er to Mesdames 
Stanton at Windy Hill Manor as a kind of good will gesture in ad¬ 
vance of the descent we are planing to make on them shortly• 

Oply five for dinner today, but conversation lacked mothin^ 
in saiite of the reduced diners. Conversation turned to things 
religious in the neighborhood and there was much laughing about 
father becker in Jloutierville whom the Bi hop wants to transfer 

Tid ' "s o medCher post. - J. H." g^ys that the Reverend father refuses to 

leave, and would sooner put hay in the church or possibly get a 
good Baptist minister to fill the pulpit if he is to be transfered. 
There is something else about father Becker which seems odd indeed, 
but is never the less true. Sometime ago he built himself a small 
theatre near his church, ana having an eye for business, used to 
say Mass on Sundays and evi.il himself of that opportunity to 

announce to his parishioners what pictures would be shown during 
the week in his'theatre. 


^kaxjUatooJL — U/frJt&Slww 
Nov. 4 th--continued. 
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frther Becker, it further appears, is especially anxious to 
father >• • , of his interest in a gin mill 

remain in this . icini j that when sinning time comes 

their o A I s-ring perform whatever ri?h*xx rites 

busy to leave bu t can ^t^weli £* ace 0 f business. If that fellow 

doesih’t* climb far up the steps toward the Bapal Throne, it certainly 
will not be through any lack of industry on his part. 

Aunt Jammie came over for coffee this afternoon, and talk turned 


to Wind sox and our visit that we are to make to that locality. T)rom 
that point on, plans of old plantation houses developed naturally, 
and we raided the library in the big house for folios containing 
marvelously complete drawings of plans, elevations, etc., of Louisiana 
places, and these plans are delightfully supplemented by clippings 
and pictures which .Aunt Jammie has collected. 


We turned to the section on HOMEWOOD. built in 1&30 by William 
Pugh., the Virginianwho went to bedone night as such ana woke up 
the next morning a North Sardinian. He was ripping made about this 
changing of the boundery line, and also because of the fact that 
he "was being eaten out of house and home” by travelers between two 
towns who always stopped at his place for the night, he sold his 
property ana took his family and slaves to Bayou LfPourche, where 
he built y/oodla.-n. Created in a noble, restrained classical manner. 
Woodlawn had a main building with flanking smaller buildings, connect¬ 
ed by galleries. Aunt Jammie can remember going there as a child 
with her Mother who knew old Mr. Pugh. Aunt Jammie says th; t the 
interior was sumptous, buk like its exterior, a pattern for restraint 
ana good t&ste. She says that child-like, she cannot remember 
very much about the place with the exception of one unique incident. 

The Pughs, liAe most families, had one member of the family that 
was slightly demented, and since An those days there was not in¬ 
stitutions for such poor creatures, they naturally lived with the 
family. The Pugh's ’’problem child” was an ancient aunt of Mr. 

Pugh, a rather large woman who didn't walk. For what she lacked 
in foot power, however she made up for in her ability to manipulate 
ing her wheelchair, t-& contraption which fascinated little Jammie. 

As conversation waxed interesting for the family group and their 
guests, the maiden aunt grew restive, and accordingly got her 
ambulating chair under way,,so that shortly she was flying around 
the place, in one door and out the other, making a complete tour 
of the house, going like mad and getting nowhere fast, much to the 
unconcern of the family,—and austensibly to the guests who appearantly 
never noticed this weird performance' that so tickled the risibilities 
of little Jammie, and hence the story sixty years later which made 
both of us explode with laughter. 
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November .5th, — Sunday. 1 °\ y ®' 

Much correspondence tais morning until nine ti irty when 
Rita came to s;.»y' th- t the Madam wouIq be g lad to have me come over 
for mia-mornin ' coffee. Our conver.sat ion immedi tely £ ot under 
way alon u the lines we always follow with that same marvelous 
find! fluidity of humor running through it as it always does when 
Aunt Gammie is present. But this pleasure w^s short lived as a. 

Mr. Uibson came in the midst of things, ana being peaantic, he in¬ 
sisted on talking about a lot of things that nobody caxed about, 
but even Aunt ^ammie was equal to this by an occasional sligh remark. 

Dinner a little more extensive than usual in guests at the 
board. After resting, we all took a ride tix miles into the 
hack country to call on Charles Hazurette and his horse and colt. 

Charles used to be ^ord representative in r ew Orleans and a 
cracker jack one they say, but his hearing failed, and so he came 
un to this remote place whidh he and his wife had inherited from 
some thoughtless relative. The wife continues to teach sfrcool 
in New Orleans while Charles lives on» the place, putting the house,— 
or cabin back into order, —and tastefully, too, building a barn 
of Gephire, his cow and Ferdinand, the calf, and of course for 
his horse Dolly. 

I' L uess we must be about the neighbors who tre nearest to 
him, al though the re' are of course plenty of negro cabins between 
here and Charlies place, the ne&ores can not be classed, as 
neighbors because none of them will have anything to do with 
him because they are frightened to death belcause, as they say, he 
always wears a revolver. The revolver, of course, is merely an 
accoustacan, but. ho one can’ convince the colored folk about that 
point and they give him a wide birth. Consequently Charles lives 
very much alone, but he has a radio which he likes and we writes 
poetry besides doinghis farm chores, so possibly he is happy. I 
hope so. 

In the evening back home, conversant ion turned to a journey 
Aunt Gammie made down to southern Louisiana and. how she found 
her grandfather Garret’s birthxpiarestin L place. *11 during his 
1 ife he”"had ifisis£edHETTat when he died, he be buried in ancypress 
coffee so that his bones would return to dust as soon as possible. 

But the vogue for iron caskets was on the go and couldn't be re¬ 
sisted, so tin.t when he died, he was placed in one of these metal 
coffins which were sharped like the human body and just about as 
thic£ as & man, —if ot too fat. They were imported from Mur ope, and 
sometimes a glass was put in over the face. 


’then ~unt ^ammie visited th: plantation, no one was certain 
whee the grave.yard might have been, but this, daunt ^unt Gammie, 
for she just hit out toward the field,—the weeds higher than her 
head. -After sometime, without having stumbled over any tomb stones, 
she met a man who s; id he would ride his horse about through the 
swail, and if he tfound the place he would call to her and she could 

come in his direction. x his was d .lie and before long she heard the 

call and following it, she found what she had been searching for. 

~oraehow, however, she found ore than she feta anticipated, because 

the iron casket was actually above ground. She thought of loading 
the cumbersone thing into her car and bringing it b~CA to 
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she hadn't ta^en into aaooount her negor chauffer who absolutely 
refused to riue with such a strange missle in any car he drove. 

*nd so in considertion for him, she relinquished the project temporar 
ily and contended herself >y having the casket nut back in the 
ground. Later, when fisiting the plantation again, she found 
the casket kicking about some nlace. ■‘•he present owner told 
her t at he had had it buried several times but somehow it was 
always coming up, and tlje bones would be g; thered up and placed 
with the casket back in the earth. Thus were the wishes of her 
Grandfather Gairet realized so far.as his cyress casket went. 


There is another tale about -«-unt Garnmie's great grandfather, 
whose first name eludes me, but his son’s name was Iss&c Irwin , 
end I record the latter's name, so that I may not forget to ~eheck 
up on his father's first name at a later time. This great grandfather 
came to Louisiana early, sometime in the 18th century, from Nahsville, 
Tennessee, where according to the story, he found that he had more 
slaves than he had land to make use of the labor, and so instead 
of selling the slaves, he came down here to a place called Pie eking, 

< or Pachem or s mething of the sort, retaining his fine Nashville 
property, called Peach Blossom, to insure always having a home for 
his wife if things should not turn out well in Louisiana. From 
his point of view this was well, because he did die comparatively poor 
in hi a 1 estimation, leaving only about .$250,000 or *>300,000. He 
hed a fine estate in Louisiana, however, although his monetary holding 
were reduced to the above figure toward the end of his life by 
lack of adequate supervision, because of the bottle. I believe that 
both his homes, in Nafehville and in Plachem still stand, although 
feoth are greatly altered. The Louisiana one embraced one feature 
common to the period. Along the front gallery large tubs of water 
were suiia half or three quarters of the way into the ground, so 
that the water would keep cool. When thirsty -- .for water — one 
would t b£& a cup ano dip into one of these great jars for a re¬ 
freshing quench. Always the old man. had been considerate of his 
colored people, end his body servant was promised, —and this was 
set down in his will,--that upon the old man’s death, the servant 
would- be set free and given a certain sum of money. 

One day while walking in front of the gallery, the old man, 
cup in hand, bent over to dip out a drink,--and just what happened A 
no one could ever say for sure.--excent that the only man was found 
drowned, having gone head first into the great jar. Speculation 
has always raged about the cause of his death,—some declaring that 
the servant had -given him a gentle push, some saying that, he had 
committed suicide,--ana this version has been recorded in certain 
theses since compiled, while others,--and **unt ^ammie oelieves,-- 
that the old man merely tumbled into the jar ana naturally could not 
fish himself out. I shall inquire further regarding his name and 
anpend it here if i can find the sheet. * 

0 

th; name was Joseph Irwin --whose unfortunate ending so confused 
both famil ano historians. 


«xJfm .-o 
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November 6th —Monday* 


Monstrosity, the 
beaten Uncle 


Up early and dashed through a shower, 
hip* prrav and white oat was my companion, havin_ 

White Foot to my door. When UncH>. White Foot arrived 
door in welcome, but Monstorsity let out one Mee-oo of 
aning to Uncle White Foot apparently,, for he turned 


r 


me 


I opened the 
no uncertain 
tail and flew. 


i \ 


The early morning news reiterated the'"'City of Flint incident 
with its repercussions in diplomatic fields, but the item 
was most striking to these "southern" ears was the fact that 
President Roosevelt had driven through the snow to go to the hyde 
Park church yesterday, I hope my, little friends in New Work 
escaped that early manifestation of "/inter which seems so far away 

down here. • , 

I took a si:< or eight mile walk before eleven, and on my 
return had a little 'chat with ~uj-t Gammie. What a pity science 
hasn't invented a little collapsable machine that could record 
such conversations without having them distracting by their 
visiaility. 

Dinner in reduced nuijibers,--only five present, ana aftei- 
. ward to the African mushroom house, with ^unt -emmie who wanted to 
show me something there which she keens hidden from the colored, 
people. It is a minature casket.--about a foot or 18 inches in 
length —with the other measurements in porportion, and the whole 
thing painted black. It came from be Soto Parrish and once had 
a part to play in the lives of certain inhabitants of the -ounty 
seat --the place begins with II, but I don’t recall it eiactly,-- 
something like Madison, which it isn't. But to get on with the 
storyi It seems that a number of years ago,--during reconstruction,-- 
the period should always begin with be instead of Re,—there was 
considerable trouble in maintaining any continualty in labor be¬ 
cause the negroes were forever packing up their auffle in one place 
and movin L overnight to another. Being superstitious, the correction 
of this crinplinghabit could easily be corrected if one could only 
hit upon an idea, and the black casket was it. Frequently on 
Sundays the negroes would wander off to find a different cabin to 
live in ana that night they would move, but being long on talk, 
they usually spoke of their plans to anyone they chanced to.meet. 

It was therefore not difficult to know where a family might be. 
heading for before he had reached his cabin to pack up his belingings, 
and it was then that someone would take the black casket and , without 
bein>- seen, place it on the doorstep of ; he chosen habitation, 
arriving at their newly selected quarters, the negroes would.consider 
'this casket as a evil omen of vast portent, and would accordingly 
fly back to the place they hail from as fast as they could shuffle. 

It seems curious that they never kept going in any other direction 
than back home, for if they had cone so, of course, there wouldn t 
have been much point in planting the oasnet in the first place. but v 
the ways of these people are not to be understood readily, ana the 
important thing is that-they inevitably did return to their point 
of origin, so that this little casket really did play a noteworthy 
pj. r t in getting the locality settled down. Naturally Aunt Gammie s 
consideration for her own colored people impells here to keep this 
magical casket out of sight. I d01i bt if this story has ever been 
recorded. . __ 
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November 6th. 


Up early and a long walk to Montrose; along Gain River and back, 
probably eight miles or so. Back in time for dinner, after wich 
■‘nint ^ammie and I explored the Black coffin in the Mushroom House 
as described above, and then she rounded up b am Brown, the 
Yasssum M an, Aegis, and a couple of other dusky youths to deliver 
her pecanes to the store for sale. I can never get over how much 
like kittens these people are,--always in a playful frame of mind, 
tumbling around over each other, and invariably ready to frisk 
about in“harum-skarum confusion whenever «.unt oammie says; "Now 9am 
Brown, you..." with Sam brown always chiming in "Yasssum" before 
anyone gets a chance to get further than the first couple of words 
in the sentence. I often wonder if he realizes what a razz seems 
to impregnate that "Yasssum", so somehow he always seems to be 
proclaiming the sudden realization of s me Heaven-born truth regard¬ 
ing some great and unalterable law of the Universe, even though 
the interrupted sentence in its entirety may be of no more consequenc 
than-."Now you, Sam ^rown, you fly up stairs and get Hr. Francois 
a match". Such leveling of everything to a certain valueof 
questionable account cannot help but set me wondering if he is 
merely acting dumb and poling fun at the world and everybody in it 
for ever having the nerve to think or do anything. 

But it is fun to watch him perform, for he never moves beyond 
the pale of "Yasssum" and rolling his eyes in surprize, no matter 
how commonplace the remark may be. But I guess in some respects 
he must a be a little lacking, for ^unt ^ammie says aam brown 
always babbles everything he hears, and surely this is no sign 
of conceal wisdom, and it seems to me I sense a certain ftigity 
and disdain in ^'rank's attitude toward him, for Frank can witness 
or overhear anything, yet no one ever hears him refer to it. But 
Frank is unique and consequently a little bit alone among the others, 
but his confidence which the household gives him no doubt recompenses 
him for the void between him and the rest of the house servants 
like Gam ^rown and Regis who ere always together carering about 
the place, "Yassum-ing" when in the presence of members of the 
other race, but always giggling and jumping about when, as is usual, 
the tow of them are working together alone. 

The mail was 'good yesterday. A short note from btewart end 
one from Lydia Lee which did my heart much good. It contained 
phrases that we all found good, ana clippings that we shall explore 
later. A large package also arrived,—a gift boj: from the office, 
with a lovely card signed by all my former associates which always 
does something to one in Contemplating the extraordinary place 
friendships hold in our lives. A grand scrapbook, marked Louisiana, 
much typewriting paper and carbon, cigarettes, magazines and papers 
from L.•••.•• 
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November 7th, r 39 — Tuesday. 

sky today but no liklihood of rain with the temperature 
balmy so that the fir® is pore for the cosy atmosphere than 
for prosaic purposes,--what with all the windows and doors open. 

Much mail in the morning ana after, dinner Aunt ^ammie visited 
m® and we ran over the story of the Prince of Puta-Jallon 
together in anticipation of our visit to -c'ostar’s Mound shortly. 

■*unt dammie dictated a few pages from her corresponaenc® with 
a lady in Alexandria, recounting the story her Ilk year old 
Mandie had had told her. 

As is generally known, there is a vast line of uemarKation be¬ 
tween the negor ana the mulatto, the latter feeling-very superior 
to the former. This feeling is particularly manifest wh®n the negro 
invades the mulatto church for the formers funeral service, as some¬ 
times happens the the negro may be too remote for conveninece in 
holding the services. Once a local curate, rrasiding over a mulatto 
church, held a fair in Nachitoches, and purposed to put a banner 
over the tent of his church's booth bearing the sign: Fxench^dreple^ 
This is probably what the mulatto would have liked to have emblazoned 
on the sign,--even though most of them cannot read. It is true of 
course, that many if not mo . t of the mulattos are descended from 
early French Jreoles, but their color prevents them from making 
French areol® their label, since there are too many proud white 
descenaants of the same or similar parentage,--minus the color. 

But it was only yesterday that I learned why the mulatto is 
so resentful of being called a mulatto. Of course, it was Aunt 
Gammis who solved this mysetery. It seems that a negro servant had 
some discussion with a mulatto with a mulatto cook in the kitchen 
of the big house. The argument reached its zenith when the negro 
called the cook a mulatto. One of them, in reporting- the aisturbance, 
to -Pint v arnmie saidi'^You know. Madam, that nigger called us mulatto. 
Ana we all aint mulattos because you know we can 32 X reproduce our 
Kind, and everybody knows that no mule can. Ho, mam, we aint no 
mulattoes”. Jurious, now just one sentence like that can unlock 
all the resentment that a people feel for the name that is given them. 

Sister ana family for dinner, and just at it's close, Bobina 
arrived from Shreveport. -Later in the evening. She and ^unt Gammie 
came over to my house ana we react aloud the Sianor story about 
th African Prince who became a slave in Natchez where we expect.to 
go tomorrow, to visit the plantation where he lived. 


Nov. 8th —Tuesday. . 


Un «arly and through a ahow.r and shav., with a l.isur.ly 
breakfast before thecheerful hearth which is more decorative 
than necessary, what with the. balmy air ana bright stu ® . 

streaming through a gauze liite elouu of early ®ist. a li 1 
music and news on the radio and much warblin 6 from the moc.aih 6 
bird in the paoane tree outside my beloved Quator.. window. 

Over to the big house a little after eight with Robins 
all ready and -unt caml# with a smart looiin 6 nat on—the first 
time I have ever seen her wear one,-seeing the various servants 
and pointing out final instructions, iucluaing admonitions 
not to burn the house down while we are away, a x ew moments 
more and we are on our way down the three mile 1 ne 10 ■ 

Montrose, —and on to the main highway t — headed toward Hatches. 

Passing first through Naehitoches, Aunt Gammie recounts 
the wtories of many an old house in the town,—older by 
far than Hew Orleans,—pointing out the lovely iron worK on 
some of the gallerys, ana recounting humorous tales of 
struggles b®twe«n the old ana th® new streams of civic 
devslopement which fofever surge through these 
place. Then on across the Grand ^core ana tne Rea Ri er, 
with much information, — sprinkled with hitmor, concerning 
activities here before the Revolution and during the con¬ 
federate War. Through long stretches of pine woods, 
than usual in the morning sun, ana on through Winfield h 
Huey Long had started from, andso along to Trout where we 
had a blow-out, quickly patched up, ana thence through the 
vast flat plains, dotted here and there by clumps of trees 

indicating the presence of plantation ho ^ ses * ^their 

Plains where Natchez Bratamins had gathered gold from their 
cotton crops to build their mansions across the River in 
Mississippi. 

Pinaly to Perriday,— an old town which has been moved 
back,from its old position nearer the River by the ^overn- 
_ ment which is cutting'a canal through the site, 

* town to straighten the course of Old Miss,--ana the^ sa 
Natchez. At Perriday we noticed vast construction on the 
emplacements for the new brigae which leads to Natchez,--and 
when finished, will eliminate the isolation and much of the 
almost forgotten ante-bellum charm which it typified so well 
last summer when we were there and when the nearest paved 
road was fourty miles away and this fabulous Planta ion 
region was a veritable forgotten Gldorado of Architectural 
and historic grandeur. 

We crossed on the ferry in bright sunshine about noofc, 
surveying the cliffs of Natchez on the opposite shore. I 
suppose it is because I hav® had th® place in mind so often 
during th® past ye^r that it seemed as .though I w®r® merely 
returning to the town after a morning's drive. 
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November 8th, cont. 

Wa climb tHe road from th ferry to the town, remarking upon 
the old, sinister looking ’’divas” of Natchez-unaer- the-Hill, were only 
last summer, in altering a place, a dozen skeletons had Dean uncovered 
in one cellar, and contrasting this life of such a hell-hole of 
steamship days with lovely MagnoMa-in-th© Vale,--just beyond, where 
a lumber• company is doings its best to clutter up what it left 
of the fabulous old gardensonce the pride of the Hiver, and now 
for the most part gone into the gray waters of the stream itself. 

We he&aed straight for Bdith Wyatt Moore's and found her at 
lunch. Looking well, ana as cordiql as ever, she apologized for 
not having done much with correspondence, and would have Qontlitinued 
the conversation indefinitely if we had not suggested that we go 
to eat, and she avail hereself of the interim to prepare for her 
trip tomorrow which she is to make into Iowa and Heaven knows wei\e ) 
to lecture to Museums and Garden Clubs on Natchez,--and the Pilgrimage. 
Only some slippers that were being dyed disturbed an otherwise 
open afternoon which she would like to spend with us. Dyed slippers, 

I thought,--we haven't been in this town five minutes, and its 
curious atmosphere is already getting into my hair. ~ 7 

And so ^obina and «*unt Gammie and I went to lunch. It was 
hot,—and Aunt Gammie haa already foresaken her hat,—ana I lize 
a nut, wore mine, ana left it in the restaurant. But I eventually 
got it. 

Bacak to d rs. Moore's ana nothing to do but I must go to the 
back of the house to see the cat which we had rescued as a starving 
kitten last summer in deserted Belmont Plantation. It was darker than 
Sgypt in color and as wild as a 'Tartar in behavior. Then I had to 
meet an energetic darkle who told me he was not John greenley, as 
Mrs. Moore had introduced him, but ,rather he was John Greenly, 
decon of the of the Bpringvale Baptist ^hurch. With_this impor ant 
correction accomplished, /this pillar of the church 1 ntc on his 
axe as though both of us had n nice long afternoon to spend in 
senseless ana idle chatter, but I was thinking of my, friends in . . 
the car, and the weather which was hot, and of Foster’s Mound which 
I wanted to find before Mrs. Moore had to leave us in quest of 
her dyed slippers. The negor was talking right along, and 1 remember 
hearing him say: ”I’se a powerful speaker. I can say the biggest 
words ana when I den speax. up hare in Yazoo Gity, I says’Friends, 

Population anf beloved Brethern*.But Time was marching on. 

I was determined to march, too. And so I broke in on him, telling 
him that I was impressed and that I would be bacx in Natchez again 
and that I would come to his church some day when he wasn’t so busy 
and hear the whole speech and some singing, too, if he would like to 
warble for me. He agreed as how he'd do that, and sow© returned 
to the car and the three ladies and I headed toward Washington, Miss. 



MOuMb 
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November 8th - continued 


It's five miles from Natchez to Washington,--a fine cement 
highway, with many a fine and historic house along the way, includ¬ 
ing -^eveireux and an aaj&ceiit neighboring property, built in the 
grand manner of the 1850’s near Wasjsliqgtsnx Natchez and the 
charming planter type house of Mr. "ales with its sweet little 
red brick church near "ashing-ton* Between these two points, there 
are numerous rot as that turn off to right and left, and if these 
were followed, one would find fine plantat ons at the end of each, 
and in many cases, roads that divided from these secondary routes 
that would lead to other plantations. It is really astonishing 
how many of these houses still remain, but even more astonishing 
how many there were that have long since disappeared, Md. Vales 
remarks in^his diary that "on every little hillock in this region 
on may see a splendid villa for miles around”. This was written 
at the beginning of the nineteenth century, and before the spaa_ 
of a hundred years had gone, scores of these haa disappeared and 
scores of new and finer houses had replaced them, pust as a hundred 
years before Mr. “ales a whole net work of plantations had existed, 
flourished, faded and re-appeared. 

^ At Washington, we turned snarply to the left, ana tralea 

along a forgotten road about five miles, turned then ou the ri^ht 
and traveled another mile, passed the Dangerfield plantation with 
its story of the duel over the hand of its oeautiful neiress and 
its limitations of property contiguous to that of oolonel poster. 

We turn slightly right again, descend a gulley, cross a little bayou, 
up the other side, and a few hundred yards beyond we turn ia at a 
white painted gate. This is Colonel Foster’s place. The country 
rouse about is flat, with a pleasantly planted yard or garden to the 
ri£ht. while to the left rises abruptly out of the plain the 
famous, --but unknown --Foster's Mound, obviously created by 
Indians long ago, this mound, perhaps two or three hundred feet 
long and a hundred feet wide, is surrounded at its base by 
a luxuriant green hedge, and rising gently up a grassy slope, 
is encircled by gigantic old live oaks which half screens the 
fine old Foster home which crowns the mound. 

It is,—like the mojd itself, a long oblong pile,--with 
a gallery running along the entire front of the house, and another 
in duplicate running across the opposite sia%. Mounting the stepps 
up the side of the mound, we step onto the front gallery,*-one 
story high,—the other half story of the house concealed behind the 
gallery roof. The ceiling of'the gallery is painted blue, and the 
white square columnes define the limits of this elevated promenade, 
seeming not unlike a precious Mount Vernon set in a grove. Th« 
windows on both gallerys are almost as ample as the entrace itself, 
with this exception, that they lack about a foot of the 

floor of the gallery. But if one notices it, this remaining foot 
of space is divided into two little doors on hinges, so that at 
will these may be swung oven with the windows, t so that one may 
step’from the rooms, on to the gallery, when these are open, without 
taking a step over what otherwise would seem a baseboard* 
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November 8 th, — continued, 

</« step into the hall of this charming plantation home 
where Prince had worked for so long as a slave* the hall runs 
straight through the house from the front gallery to the back one. 

A curved arch overhead indicates the middle of the hall and of the 
house. To the left is a series of rooms* one suit facing ty# 
front gallery and the other the rear gallery* I imagine these 
may have been the bedrooms of the first floor in Colonel Foster's 
day* He turning to the hall again, we explore the other 
rooms* laid out in the same manner as the others*, that is the 
house being divided in two the 1 ng way* each of. the rooms,-.-and 
there, are ri>ore on this end --facing either the front or the hack 
gallery* I imagine these rooms were the living rooms, drawing 
rooms and dinning rooms. There are several fireplaces in each 
sand of the house, with closets behind them for keeping clothes 
w^rm in winter.--and possibly food, too, after it had teen transported 
irom the nit robes which were in the rear of-the Hound* 

-f Foster plantation itself, so far as is known, was established 
by the famous Lionel's f.ther,--an officer in the American Revolution 
wiio came to iississippi with his family from North Carolina* The * 
rosters were successful planters, and after h vin built this 

plantation on the top of the Mounu* the old man continued to live 

here for a liu Der of ye rs, when at his death*, the property passed 
to ^olonel -coster, wno opcrateu the pic ce suocessfuly, and of 
course became prominent not only because of his standing in the 
community ts a straightforward and wealthy planter, but also be - 
cause of his possession of the African Pdrican Prince. The family 
graveyard is across the road and down toward the bayou a bit, and 
in Janu. ry whan the weeds are down, we shall explore this spot 
and so g ? in further particulars regarding the ^olonel, his lady 
ano several of his chiluren who are doubtlessly buried there, 

■^oday the house is owned by the State of Missisiippi as an 
experimental station. _ * 

I don t recall exactly where 1 stopped, as five hours have 
elapsed since the paragraph immediately above. Alexander 
ooolcott and Hr. Henessy arrived at four this afternoon in time 
for coffee, followed by supper and are now in Lyle's cabin,--asleep 

But to get bac^ to Foster's Hound. ^.s one enters the place 
from the main road, one may follow the old carriage path which 
drives directly befort the mound,--lengthwise, ana at the far 
end, swings in a graceful curve slowly upward, coming to an 
eiid in a^little courtyard immediately to the rear of the house, 
letting the travelers in the old days out on the rear gallery. 

In a room just inside,a sm all staircase ran up to the second 
floor which was divided into three rooms, — one large central 
one, ana two large cheery rooms at the far enas of the house. 


November 8thcontinued. 

From the rear gallery, one looked down on the fields 
stretching out below. About three hundreed feet to the left, 
and well back from the road stood the former slave quarters, 
where Prince obviously lived while at the Mound. These slave 
quarters of brick have long since disappeared, but Mr. Mallorie 
who is conncected with the Mississippi Experimental station tells 
me that in ploughing, these old bricks are frequently uncovered. 

•*o the right of the hou$e, ano possibly half a mile away,— 
although possibly a little nearer, is Caint Catherine's - 

Creek and Bayou where prince once ran when he he had been at 
the Mound only a short time after his arrival from Africa. 

Starvation and. insects eventually impelled him* to return to the 
plantation, and it was then that Mrs. Foster nursed him bacn to 
heilth, incidently breaking his spirit of obstreperousness so that 
during the years that followed, he became one of the most faith¬ 
ful of Slaves. One story has it that he became a house servant, 
although this seems rather strange, for-if he had been one, I 
cannot imagine how he should have been at Washington, Miss. , 
with plantation sweet^potatoes for sale on the day thtt his old 
friends of African days should have passed that way. A 

Mr. Mallorie was very kind, loaded us with quinces, and tuld 
many a tale about the Mound,--the seven or possibly four other 
Mounds on the plant tion where Boy Scouts come after rains to gather 
up pottery and airrow heads, according to an old slave on the 
place, who says his grandfather told him the story, the mound 
on which the residence is built was made at the order of an Indian 
chief who was almost washed out with his Village while camping 
on that ground, when St, Catherine's Creek became entangled by 
lo fc s and thus flooded the flat plain. The idea was that this 
long rectangular mound should be constructed to imuB*xx build 
his camp site on so as to be sure of avoiding feet feet a second 
tire. With all the other mounds about the plantation, this 
story seems r ther unlikely, although no one ever oun b into the ^ 
one on which the residence is located', so that theory haen t been 
investigated,--and I hope never will. 

V/t took a few photographs of the Mound before leaving, but 
1 presume these may be of questionable interest, since the gi¬ 
gantic, live-oaks which surround the place cast such a hetvy 
shade that little or nothing of the house itself will show. 


But time was pressing, and we were headed toward Windsor, 
which we wanted to see before darj£, and so we returned to 
Washington, ana hence to Fayette and Lorman whence we/ turned onto 
a gravel road, and shortly were in the traces again, in the 
ola highway that lead to Alcorn College, the negro school wnich 
was instituted at Jefferson allege which this used to be before 
the confederate war. It was where many a rich planter's son re¬ 
ceived his formal education. 
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Nov 8th —c ntinuea . 

At Alcorn we stop-peso for a moment to view the famous iron 
steps in front of the lovely classic portioced buildingthe 
steps having come from the ruins of Windsor. Whence we drove 
to the ruins two miles beyond Alcorn, for the sun was getting 
low, and we wanted to sec them before A too late since *iunt 
^ammie and Hohina had never been there before and would accordingly 
like to get more than just a passing impression. Robina was 
disappointed in their size when she saw them from afar, but was 
proparly i pressed when she had rescued them, ihe are on a plain 
where now only * few giant live-oaks stana., but once the'whole 
property was covered by these marvelous trees. 

It was dark when we left, but we decided to return to Natchez 
by vay of Rodney, the Goad little 'town which once had been a 
great River port for that plantation region, but'which haa sudden¬ 
ly receeded in importance when the tempsrment&l ola Miss suddenly 
moved eight miles sway from her former course, saving ^odney 
high and dry. 

All the way hone, rs. Moore told us of local Natchez news, 
-the.highlight of which was that Mrs* Swann who had entertained 
Christian and me last year t Homewood, hich she has so lavishly 
spent money on witth such infinite good taste, had bean asked to'" 
resign from the Garden dlub, so tin t her house is no longer on 
the "ilgrimage, *krs. Moore says the resignation was in order be- 
casue Mrs. *>wann pinched some of the visitors during Pilgrimage 
I guess thee must be more to this story—much mox e,— since Mrs. 
Moore, I'm afraid, never did like Mrs. bwann. 

All four of us arrived at the Button restaurant where we had 
dinner and chatted for a while afterward before saying goodbye 
to Mrs. Moore who leaves tomorrow on a lecture tour. I am 
wondering how ever she came out with those dyed slippers. 


-t 

m 
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November 9th. -Thursday. 

Natchez seems more busy in matters of business this year 
than last. After taking Mrs. Moore home, we looked for a place 
to stop, and found that most of the hotels and homes we had 
known last year were full-up. We accodingly scouted around a 
bit and found a suite at Hotel Lola. My bed was ante-bellum in fact 
1 cannot remember .ever having slept on a cleaner "park bench* or 
a haro-er one. . 

Before leaving "frs. Moore we admonished her not to mention our 
presence in Natchez, for we felt she might report it to the 
DEMOCRAT, and if we were mentioned in that paper the whole town 
would*be after us as soon as they read their morning paper. Mds 
Will at the Briars had invitee -*unt ^ammie to stay with her whenever 
in Natchez, and while the home is lovely—Mrs* Jefferson navis' 
girlhood home,—we couldn't let anyone know that we were in town 
or there would instantly start up a round of come here and come 
there, and our visits to the old plantation houses in the surround¬ 
ing neighborhood would disintegrate into a elegant bog of teas and 
suppers aha evenings here there and the other, ana we would have 
no chance to do what we pleased. 

We accordingly were up and doing at a little after seven, 
ana headed first for Windy Hill Manor with a view of inviting' 
Mesdames Stanton to dine with us at noon in town. The five or 
six mile drive to their beautifully situated ruin is a joy to the 
eye and the imagination. The cement road is one of the lovely old 
traces, with glorious ditches on either side of the highway, over 
which arches magnificent ola live-oaks and magnolias, bannered 
with torn draperies of. Spanish moss and arabesque vines.. Turning 
from the main highway, we entered the plantation itself, and drove 
down winding roads and up and up more winding traces, noting 
along the two miles progress the remains of the old brick terraces 
that had once been the glory of their mother's landscaped gardens, — 
now all but lost from view. 

Up one final stretch through these woods, and the long 
greensward of Windy Hill Manor spread out before us, flanked on 
three sides by luxuriant trees ana flowering bushes, with the 
fourth side punctuated by the white columns of the dilapidation 
which is the'Manor*. 

■ , , ■ ' - v 

ihe porch had the usual accumulation of curious cast iron 
furniture of the Victorian Age, some curious brackets to hold 
plants,--and at the far end of the porch where the rain must always 
beat when there is a storm was placed a wonderful old mahogny 
secretary,--low as an ordinary dinning table, ano standing on 
a single central pedestal of pleasant 1 inis a, i‘he top of the desk 
was open, and one could see many little pigeon holes where once 
sweetscented billet-doux or possibly papers of vast import had 
wested,—but the whole lovely piece now consigned to diintergration 
by a whim of Miss Elizabeth as we later learned. 


Ranged on the door madly but couldn’t rouse a soul. 

We waited ten or fifteen minutes, knowing that it always takes 
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Hqv. 9th -Continued. 


November 9 th,--continued, 



the girls hours to make up their minus, Besides., it was only 
about nine in the morning ana prob&bly^they hadn’t removed their 
Lady Aster at such an hour, 

Finally we heard the great door squeak ever so slightly, and 
Miss Maude’s voice called out ’’Who's there:” 

Wheji she heard that it was Mrs. Henry, she said: "Hot Miss 
Carnmie" and when assured that it was even so, she said "Why come 
right in". 

do ^unt Jamraie, not having seen Miss Maud as yet, pusheu the 
uoor open but she found the hall with its lovely staircase void of 
an human being, for in the twinkling of an eye, Miss Maud had 
bolted from the entrance .door to one leadi% to a former drawing 
room on the right and hah barricaded herself securely from sight 
behind it. 

Explaining that she was just pealing onions and could not. 
therefore greet such distinguished guests, she asked Aunt Cammie 
^ to wait for a few mo ents while she could bet herself prperly 
gowned, but aunt w ammie hastened to explain that we were not 
there for a call at such an early hour, but hau merely dropped 
by to ask them all to come to lunch in Hatches with us at noon, 
explaining that we woulu return for them at twelve to pick them 
up, but Miss Maude a*, iliuea to accept. ihere was hurried whisper¬ 
ing behind the door--obviously with the other two graces, anu 
then it was explained that Miss Elizabeth was not well enough 
to journey to town but that they would be delighted to have us 
return this afternoon for tea. Later in the uay. Miss Maude ex¬ 
plained to Aunt Carnmie that in reality Miss Elizabeth was perfectly 
able to go to town, but the ^plain fact was that she simply uidn’t 
have a 5 own that was suitable for her to go to lunch in town with 
us. 

And so we said au revoir to our unseen hostess and returned to 
Hatches. called on Mrs. Johnson, the rnulato widow of the well- 

oiown rnulato nr. Johnson who uied in Hatches last summer while 
we were there. Mrs. Johnson has been disposing of some of the 
Dr. Johnson's library,--Louisiana State University having bought 
some of it. She is also selling some of their furniture, — several 
of the pieces,being fine, ana Robina wanted to purchase a little 
glass-covered clock. Mrs. Johnson is a ainuly woman,--possibly 
between fourty and fifty but rather inclined toward timidity. 

She let ^unt w arnmie ana me go througly some of her books but most 
of them were in cases and we shall h^ve to look at those later in 
the year. We did enjoy looking though two large volumes, however, 
one the issues of a New Orleans paper of 18H9, containing curious 
notices, advertisements regarding steamboat travel, auctions,, 
local gossip etc., ana another volume of a Natchez paper for the 
year 1936, I think, equally intersting in its mirror like re¬ 
flection of an age which was golden in Natchez. r7 e asked if 
she cared to sell them and she wasn't sure. Obviously she wanted 


through ’fra. Moor., still s littl* uncertain as to whether sh. - 
should ,*t rid of anything before Mrs. Moore had Passed ondt. 

There is another reason, too, as she explained to -tobina, and 
th? t is she loved her husband dearly and even though she may 
never road most of the boohs herself, she loves to fondle them 
fron} time to time because he loved them so much. 

While discussing the cIoca with ^obina, she fur cj er explained 
-o her that the life of the rnulato was not an ~asy one, being 
caught between two color lines and thus having to ride twice as 
marsX storms as th. negro must. "For a hundred aim fift^ years 
we have had to bear this", she oonfided to itobina, "a*4 in spite 
of the experience of hardship, it doesn t grow easier. 

Hobina eventually got the cIocil, but we didn't get the 
Hew Orelans and Natchez newspapers, but we probaoly shall & lit 1 
later. Aunt Uammie, grand as ever, invited Mrs. Johnson o 
Melrose to see the library here. Mrs. Johnson was touched and 
promised to come over sometime, possibly with Mrs. Moore when 
an if 'she comes. 

Aobina remarked to “unt -ammie that she thoght she was 
noble to issue the verbal invitation, particularly m view of the 
nrobl ms that it /oula create here at Melrose , but ^unt *ammie, 
with her usual disregard for problems waved the consideration* 
ac. de merely sating:" Of that's all right, d&rlin, when -ids. 

Johnson reaches Melrose, we'll handle that situation in some way. 

I'm going to entertain Mrs. Johnson ana we'll have dinner, even 
though I may have to engineer a pine* to *rand Acore to get 
food into everyone". 

It seems the problem of having a rnulato as guest at 
Melrose is complies ted by the fact that so many of the servants 
are mulatos here and there would be a rumpus in that camp if 
a *■ ulato came here as a guest,—but ^unt w ammie will riae ic. 

storm alright. 

I suddenly recall something I hoard yesterday regarding the 
uegor ana rnulato business in these parts. It seems that all the 
negrees hereabouts celebrate ^mancipation nay --June 19th, &s 
a kind of Fourth of July.--much pincic ana general carrying on. 

It would be unthinkable for them to labof on June 19th. Bu 
on June 19th, every rnulato on the place insists upon working,-- 
thev will even stagger from sick beds where they may be passing 
oat^to labor on Jw 19th, b.aaus. Jub, 19th fo- th.m is no holiday 

b.caus. th.y ssy th.-t mulato.s ar.n't nafeors !Lr hi-flo ? 

and will work harder that day than any other in the yec-r. ,]u.,t to 

make their position in the color line clear. 

A’ter 1 aving ^rs. Johnson's we started out in a search for 
an old deserted mansion of which we had heard yesterday,-one for 
some strange reason Mrs. Moore had never hear a of. It was ^ported 
v a couple of youths who had been t-ouruing tno region on bjjcyc 
las year, and I thought the opportunity excellent to explore it. 
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November ft th -continued. 

Wa aouordiugly tpoi the high road towura .'eslliiigtoB, aiid 
Favette, and we spun along ■ ^retty fast , -talking much of th* 
plantations that were hidden away at the end oi the numerous^ 
little roads that turn off the main highway every few hunorea rods. 

At Lorman, we turned right on a gravel roaa, calleu Red -ick, 
and continued for two miles. There w« turned to the right, entering 
the drive of Hayman Plantation,--I am uncertain oi the spelling, 
hut the word soum^^r^B^n. continuing along this plantation 
road for about a half mile, e oin 6 up ana down minor grades, e phased 
by fine old oak. trees and evidences of.hedge .plantings which 
indicated the drive of the roaa in days of its departed glory. 

We stooped our car about a hunarea feet from a great sad 
portioced house which stood at the far end of what haa once teen 
a hedged garden and approached the house. A number of sweet little 
colored children we re peaking over the flower beds and from bei.ind 
the columns, an exact replica of “unt Jemima ceased her labor 
at the foot of the front flight of steps, resting her as: on the 
p : xer.t chuncks of wood which she had been splinting into kindling 
wood. She greeted us politely and referred us to the Missus 
when we asked if we might see the house.. The Missus proved to 
be a young colored woman--in early twenties, I should say, and 
mother of the half dozen pickaninies who by now were quietly 
standing about the gallery line dickens expecting to be fea but 
careful not to mane any miss-steps before the grain is sowed before 

them. 

In a sweet voice, Tt the Missus" sowed us the house, pointing 
out that she only swept the lower floors because just that toon 
all day most,--which I could readily imagine might be true, ^t 
the same time, my mind turned toward that oiu house up in 
-Louisiana that ^unt* ^amraie has visited. -‘•hat house has a quarter 
mile of'gallery, so they only sweep par t of it, fearing, anci justly 
I suppose that the broom situation might otherwise easily get out 

of hand. 

But returning to dayman: Ihe front of the house is not 
unlike that of Melrose in n&tchez,--but slightly larger, i should 
say. It seems to me that the columns are larger and that the house 
itself is wider. Stepping into the entrance, we turn apout and 
drink in th* glorious color of its Bohemian glass side lights and 
fan. Over the door is the wora ’’Shroaer --1857." The hall is 
heroic and runs straight from front to roar of the house, ith a 
fine mahogny railed staircase starting upward near the rear door, 
-and slanting toward the front of the hall. x he fan and sidelights 
of the rear door are equall in color ana beauty to those of the 
front. Returning to the entrance, we turn to the room at the 
right of the hall. It is enormous, containin four <or five windo s 


November 9th ••continued, 

two windows looking out on the portiocs, probably, — anu. these 
with the little foot-high gates below the window itself so that 
the guests in the house might step directly from the room onto 
the gallery,--end two windows on the adjacent wall, with a fine 
large fireplace in tween these. The next wall,--and opposite the 
windows looking on the hortico is as huge a set of folding or 
sliding doors as I have ever seen in an old Plantation house. 

All the hardware,—knobs, keyholes, etc in these rooms are in 
silver. There are beautiful plaster cornices, handsomely decorated. 

In the corner of the room is a regulation size bed., which looks lost 
in the room, and in the other corner next to the folding doors a 
poor Kind of dresser. Both the dresser anu bed look spotless and 
clean. The floor is. well swept too, making it seem even moie 
barren, t suppose. We pass through the groat folding doors and 
into a room of the same hu^e porportions, which is-^.''cHipliacte 
of the room we have just left,--huge windows, beautiful/ plaster 
work, etc. This room leads to a back gallery of the hrouse which 
once was screened for some of the olu blinds are still hanging on. 

We cross the great hall that leads through the center of the house 
and find two more rooms exactly balancing the two we have just 
left. Still the same fireplaces, plaster work, silver hardware, 
etc. 

•* e then mount the stairs ana find on the second floor the 
replica of the same great hall with fine siae lights ana fan 
windows at each end with their beautifully colored glass, and. 
on each side of the house a swite of two rooms each duplicating 
those below, and a ch containing the same fine old fireplaces, 
ate,, with this additional feature, -- the windows in many of 
the rooms axe partially out ana plaster has fallen in grat gobs 
all over the place. I don’t wonuer the poor kina '’Missus" doesn ’V. 
sweep up here. 

We mount another staircase from the second story hall, and 
reach the antic. h e had all'hoped fchere might be some forgotten 
bools or birc-abrac up here, but nothing at all remains of the : '~»— 
treasures that urn.uestiont^biy filled this mansion at the time when 
cotton was making millionaires and the ''onfederaoy had not been born. 

'?e return to the first floor again, make one more tour, and then 
explore the rear of the building, noting where the slave quarters 
may have been and following the brick sidewalks from the house 
to where the kitchen and offices were probably located. Back to 
th* left of the house are great cisterns buried beneath the ground. 
Beyond was obviously some Kind of a garden»--either vegetable or 
flower. 

**e return to the front gallary, take pictures of th* entrance, 
with the present occupants of the place e roupeu before the door.. 
as yet we k ow nothing of the history of haymans, but we shall find 
it one day. It is high noon, and we must t et btcK to Uatchez 
f.or lunoheon, but the thirtyfive mile drive is somewhat subdued 
because all of us are thinking much "and regretting the deserted 
pride and wrecK of sweet Baint ^loud"--as °ir Walter Bcott might 
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November 9th - continued# ——- 

bnnehaoa done. w.'head for Windy Hill Ua»or. A ear is just 

itraorai^ry and curious trio, -isa Elizabeth is wearing 
an enormous 1 "straw hut. something of a oross between, a Panama and 
a sombrero! but sufficiently distinetiv. to suit her taste to 
riiffareiit and whatever she dreams is attractive, ^er areas 
B r, i toc. laoe.-inclined to be rubber heavy with a 

!irdle about her bios of a bright blued ana flowered ribbon. 

"^one thing X imagine from girlhood, Ithough I non t believe 
little firls ninety years ago wore anthing unite so flamboyant, 
fiat Sad in white tho.s,-pretty seedy .-but never the 

less mors or white shoes. 

She greets .us effusively, dhe holds ~unt dajnmie in vast 
reqnect on a number of counts, I am sure, but not the lesstbe- 
as Hiss Elizabeth puts it :"-You are the Mother of all 
thgartists" —and incldently trying to dr g herself unaer^the^ 
line! I susfeot, even though she is old enogh to be “unt emmie s 

mother. 

■Je steb iuto the house, and I remark upon her unique painting 
of a cotton plant, each bursting bowl of cotton revealing a 
ni - er babiy’s face. Hiss Elizabeth holes tight to my hand alx 
this !in£. I suppose she hasn't been so close to a man since 
she .uit her last dream when, we rolled up .0 the house li.e 
minutes before. 

A 

Miss Uauae's costume was ^ incouspicuoi^^na^pluin^as .,iss^ ^ 
Elizabeth’s was striding -na arty . - , ±1 bought out in- 

too, no doubt iu ana had staged h.r b appearanoe 

sanctions, was wearing a aa » .. r , 1ust picking daisies 

to make it seem as famous garden,—which has long 

or selecting roses ff«- e ‘. ctlnged greetings with her, during wmeh 
since disappeared. e ail e- -- 6 _ b . Yni^.ch of papers on the 

Hiss Slizabeth began rummaging ground i* a cur P g P # Qffered U8 

floor and f nelly dragged out a mass ox P^F far 8S charle- 

to read Individually. time didn't seem ripe for any 

magne, «he explained, but so. -branches of the family, and so 

one to delve into the mo and'Miss Elizabeth was enticed to'the 

the thing rather pet area out, h , ~ e been hot in 1830 but certainly 

famous ^hopin piana which mig ^^t ed renGer her famous coraposi 

was no music box touay. “ SOUIia ad much as i«* had last 

Of 19*9 «t:Ltled nuiffl g* ^33H. iBfe oraer. But what- 

iT^'llTlost'iu sound affects was made up^y 

to^render So!h Z ofLr famous compositor ™-dh she entitled 
a mss. I need not aad that it sound.a more as though the vowel 

should have been e* ( 


tion 


13 


30 


Mpve.ber 9tj —continued. 

After this so-called musical interlude, we began exploring 
the strange assortment of family heirlooms.-some of ^’^ blf!.re 

stsgrtSas i&ss - 

and finding Sn excuse to “«f lt ' v ^ r “* 0 B 'ULSu.” 2 t figures 

ItHtll -ah a study 

talking ne r uy, a - t across often. In this tumbled 

in contrasts one is ^ cluttered up with precious movables and 

! im- oraaks^an^housiBg 11 these three slightly demented sisters Aunt 
' 4 o-t-rvrvrt nnt like a Goddess of ^holssomeness, done in lovely 

oammie stood out 1 e0B trasted with Miss iSlizabeth whith 

wh!m she !a^e!'wh! seemid lih. a finely. fashioned plaster Madonna 
!“?^adies of*the 81 old^out^^descendants 1 of 8 all that was best in 

rna this is where the two lines had reached,—*unt -“tumble so aiudly, 
to warn heLted. so capable so fascinating with Miss^liaabeth.^n 

two^half’ sisters 1 ana° S o*'scatter-brain , if indeed fcray matter may 
be assumed beyond an extremely limited point. 

somehow nobina had stepped toward the veranda, J ust tx “! 
tl , out a crimp in the final entrance of Miss Beatrice. Obviously 

it had been arranged that each sister would simulate 

sr »s usss “• s«“ t ss.^s 6 «s“ « 

tlan a 0 ts W o!igi^lly !orhed out much have been that each of them would 
step’from their window on the gallery side and so enter the ro 
door, but Hobina stepped out onto the gallery just as Miss . 
iu^t stuping there to from her Window. Hobina later expressed :re fa 
to Aunt -ammie and me that this had happened, slnee it obrio sly 
took, off some of the shin, from their original soneert as oh 
the act would be engineered, but done it was, and everyone trie 
ignore the error in timing.- 

Eventually Mias Elizabeth followed us to the ^ 

b fore she could go into the garden she must change a 

point of pproceedure which none oi coulu t 

sne did and devested herself of her strawhat atJust the moment 
it appterjd Bh. was going to have a slim excuse to wear it. 

We sauntered, about the garden i , wM ah°Hobina^and I 

Maude serving some homebrew of curious vintage wnich Hobina and I 

fookp^sto still as frequently as possibl.wxennonon.was 
looking at us. There was reluctance when I tried to push around 
'to the rear of the house, for everyone unows that it is ln > 

but x finally made the grade, and was distressed to see how the 
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November 10th. 


*« 1 " which had once "been an extension of the entrance hall* 
running through : . ! 

I -terruption---- 

I heli^ve we were on the subject of the vast dinning hall 
< t inav ill ^anor,--of such imnosina dimensions that it woula 
= i t'WO ertsts This is t-11 caving in now. Hiss Mtudeexplained 
that the/w.rs d.nolishing it because they hud no *or such 

extensive hulls now. * little 1 ter she SI :plein.d th.t they were 
ahjut to undertake the restoration of this part Oi the houw.e, 
as thou h they had anickle for such business, --ana further point- 
ing out how difficult it -was to keep t^house lntuct since every 
tornado in Mississippi invariably sw.pt/Wr "ina,* Hill n.unor, 

"You rsou 11 the pi. oe is known as 'VUncy , sh* rera ***{ • bs nor b ‘ - 
to further establish her point that every year </inuy r.ill “lunor 
sweat by tornado after tornado-. You certainly uon’t have to 
be cr. zy , but it does help out a lot. There .was a repetition^, 
last year's foolishness about having aeoioea to employ a st< 
gardeners to re-create their '.other's famous gardens, r«r «rly oXtu- 
at«d h? If way betweeft the Manor and the main roaa,--a stbi., 
j ardners, ana Miss Elizabeth Without a suitable ciress to go to 
luncheon in'Natchez. Oh, hum. 

Time drew neir 'or saying farewell and Hiss Elizabeth presented 
m* 7 ith a oounle of undent artioifioal flowers, entwined about 
an honest verbina, the odor ofwhich she altered by sprinkling witn 
some vile perfume which she hud ac uired ueaven knows how. 
smell of the stuff nearly m-:de Aunt Oammie sick. Aunt oammie was 
also nrcsentod with a couple of old whiskey bottles killed vu h 
water in which were stuck a couple of slips for U ^.ruen. 
so we said t oodbye ,Hiss Elizabeth fussing to nobma for fear I would 
not get uround to say goodbye to her personally, out rauinnt with 
confused Joy when r got around to press ner nana in iareaell, and .. 
aweening to the ground in an outlandish courtesy in the best --if 
out model manner of another age which hao long since departed from 
this world, exce-t in the hearts ana under the crumbing roof of 
Mesdame Stanton at a indy Hill 

Returning to Natchez, ws headed South, leaving ths cit^ Ly 
the road that took us by lovely ^nnleioh, its marvelous white colon- 
aces resplendent in tne fading sunshine, and hence down the traces 
b Goat w astle and Jenny Merrill's place where she naa oeen rnuraer® 

& few years back, finally we struct the fin® new cement highway 
toward Noodville, perfectly pave a and gr.aed, through perfectly dumb 
country siae, ana I rejoicea that the Modern Age haa aeserted the 
fourty mile airt roaa to the Hast of us, for now it woula be secure 
ana its side roads to old plantation homes would be immune from the 
•desecration of modern traffic and thus that part of the country 
woula be secure in its seclusion and the further preservation Ox 


VVUUXU — — -- , n -| 

its aiit^-btsllura mm&nner of living# slept inv/ooGville* 


it woula be secure 
be immune from the 
of the country 
preservation of 


Up and abroau by seven,--a beautiful cool, radiantly sunshiny 
day. TTe breakfasted in ^oodville, Remarking much about this quaint 
little town which some Governmental bur^a a year ago selected as the 
most typical of all southern communties, ana then on to discussions 
of notable plantations in this region,--the Jefferson -^avis home, 
the ruins of the M*(jee plantation and of another famous place, well 
known for its amazingCape Jasmines, the owner of which is slightly 
wacky, and manifests his quirks by main ting all the out builds black, 
occafcson&lly pointing a pistol at a certain visitor whom he delGares 
he once wanted to make his bride, — fifty years bacn., etc., etc. 

hut we shall have to save these visits until our next trip, and 
so we head south toward the w aint *rancisville neighborhood. Being 
a fine cement highway, I -suppose a part of this roaa at least may not 
follow the ola original one,--this 1 section just b .low ^ooaville might 
be termea the Vanity -^elt, merely because the smooth fields on 
either side suggest a barrenness which hiaes theold plantation houses 
with their live-oakss ana Spanish moss, which, in the region north of 
•'oodville, almost insvariably brings into being a kina of personality 
in the inhabitants of the region that suggests, if not defines, a 
pleasant Kina of balminess. little further along, ana the new 
roaa must superimpose itself again on the ola, for vegitatlon increases, 
and ~unt w ammie.moints out many a plantation road turning from the big 
road, ana names the places and the inhabi tants who live far off at 
then end of these shaded routes, 

a year a 6 o I traveled this roaa four or five times and never 
dreamea that there were plantations on either side, hidden away in 
the wooas. rossibly this was because we usoa to travel at 90 miles 
an hour but more probably because my inexperience eye at that time 
was not so expert in detecting insignificant routes which I later 
lea rnea, if followed, woula likely' lead on to some architectural jewel 
of ante-bellum days, some repository of history and romance which 
was fast fading from this region where so many houses haa already 
fallen into ruins ana where so many more tottered on the brink of 
obiivion. 

Secretly each of us wanted to turn off at every siae road, I think, 
but all of us knew that if we were to do so we would become so enchated 
with our discoveries tha t e would never get around to any of the 
several places which we had decided upon to Tr isit, and so no one 
tenanted the others by enunciating’his vain hones. Finally, just above 
Batin ^rancisville, weeame to ^ains, which is merely a post office 
with a store on the highway, and possibly a stor> in the country on the 
railroad. 7e truneu east, crossed a railroad track ana entered a 
beautiful wooa's road which wound ana curvsa for a mile or so through 
seeming/ly virgin growth of vast luxuriance. little further /ana 
we reached ^ompson's ^reek which we declined to fora, since iiobina 
had experience uifficulties with tne sanay bottom tnere before. ~nd 
so we-left the car, crossed the ary J r*ek bassin on foot, ana follwing 
the winding road, slowly mounted an incline, fringed with beautiful 
saplings, bushes, up nd up to a point where u ^roup of great live- 
oaks with beautiful tattered moss promised tne approach® to the 
Got tag#,the top of the incline, we turned at ri L ht angles, a raagnificen 
alley lead from the gate we had just entered airectly to the. r Cottage 


i 












From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY:,PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


33 

Nov, 10th, continued -h- 

which stood not at the end of the alley, hut rather formed the further 
reaches of the alley on the right., its two story facade, with gallery, 
half dreaming in the early morning sun which cut slantingly through 
the trees and further mellowed the soft yellow of this lovely old 
building. The ibina of oaks of the left of the alley ran along an 
embankment which dropped off. into a sunken 5 araen and thwnnty or thirty 
feet below ran off into a bayou formed by Thompson’s ‘-reek away among th 
tress 

a couple of mocking birds were making a great racket in a magnolia 
hard by the housein no way disturbing the serenity of the great moss 
drapped that stood raothionless ana transfixed, like giant sentinels 
guarding ha ^ellt au ^ois Dormant. Surely this was a page from-Perrault. 
**11 my life X had been antiepatin^ something of the sort, but never 
before had everything contrived to mans it so,--the romantic old house, 
the luxuriance of the trees ana flowering bushes, the amplitude of 
the gardens, the oaors of the woodland, the song of trio birds. nere 
a last childhood hau caught up witn me, l was with friends, I was about 
to meet new ones ana explore their enchanted ,f cotta 0 e”. 



Hiss Louise Butler is the mistress of Cottage Plantation. She 
is a great lady, as a girl she had been stricken with infantile paralysi 
It roamed her physically, for one leg has always been much shorter 
than the other, and -* belive one hand was slightly deformed. She 
has had one obsession for years, too, they say. she is under the im¬ 
pression that she has some throat infection, ana accordingly usually 
greets her friends with a firm handshake while they are still on the 
ground and she is leaning over the railing on the gallery. -‘•'his 
exeentricity also makes itself manifest in the dinning room where 
she always lays an -enormously long tablf for she never joins her guests 
at the board, but rather occupies a small table at one side where she 
carries on an aniraadtea conversation during the meal. 

Miss Louise's mina is brilliant, how between sixty ana s verity, 

I suppose, she knows twice as muehas most intellegent people r«aas 
much, writes books, composes, ana best of all, entertains with exquisite 
grace. New Orleans, they say, flocks to Miss Louise's place, for 
like the rest of the world, Miss Louisejbanks first in Plantation Society. 

It was a little before nine as we approached the front gallery of 
th* -ottag*. Save for the mocking birds busy in the magnolia tree, 
the house and park was still as though the yellow sunbeams sifting- 
through th* draperies of the great live-oaks had yet to waken the 
household from its dreams. Little did we suspect that long before 
our arrival , tiss Louise had haa her coffee, on the back gallery and 
at that moment was busy there with her pen. he sauntered quietly 
toward the far end of the house, noticing a little farther on the 
little white building where once Mrs. audubon had taught school. A 
darkie^eame out of the kitchen —farther bac*. of the house, ana came 
to a full hUt when **unt w ammie asked him if he remembered her, Mrs. 
~enry. grinenea, said ’’Yaasum 1 ' —just like bam Brown at Melrose,-- 
and meandered off towa d the house to report to Miss Louise. 



Nov. 10th—continued 



rear of the house, and from the gallery which ran along the back of 
the house proper and the adjoing ”el" we heard a cheery, cultured voice 
eryi'^hy, it can’t be Miss dammie" , and we approached the gallery from wfc 
which she leaned to clasp our hands. Ve chatted for a while there in - 
the early morning sunshine, ana then accompanying her, we entered 
the house. She haa called a servant to open all the rooms, ^nd these 
for the most part ran from front to back gallery with the exception of an 
occasional small ante room at the.rear gallery whieto, a presume, might 
have been used as serving nantry, alcove in the next anu dressing room 
next, and so on. *’e also rast through on* room faefcing the rear 
gallery which housed a pipe organ, then being repaired. 

•°eing intellegent, she knew that we were curious to see the house 
first, so that w. would feel the bettor at home when it came time 
for conversation. ‘*e accordingly glanced-over her rich treasure of 
china ana glassware. I was impressed by the fact that in former 
days, the dinning room was supplied with three dozen exquisite 
cut-glass water bottles, so that there might be one at the place of 
each guest. i’he great soupiers were elegant, ana the vast platers 
and other pieces that went in to mane up the set were a pleasure to 
glance over. ihere were splendid examples of Bohemian glass, too, 
and unqiue examples of rare porcelaines. 

ina another room wt saw fine furniture covers of de Jouy, 

which that mousing haa been taken from a trunk which had beer, closed 
for . ood in 184k. khe fabrics were in perfect condition,—a cream 
background with a Pompeian flower design of charm andaelicateness. 

One the house had contained one of the largest libraries on Napoleon 
in this country, but many of the volumes had been scattered. khere 
were still many volumes on this and other subjects in the house, 
khe great four po ter beds, with their trick mosquito netting were 
impressive, and the odd bath tubs, conceded in lovely old, bureaux , 
and bherstou chests of draws were a joy to the eye. Miss Louise was 
so good to let ns handle ana feel of these treasures, whether we 
were balancing old silver between qur fingers or pulling out these 
str nge little bath tubs. 

eventually we found our way into a lovely big drawing room, taste¬ 
fully furnished in ante-bellum treasures. In a corner stood an friendly 
old piano on which -Mss nouise played for us from a musical p comedy 
she was now composing. The music was charming and somehow I felt that 
itembraced a flavor of those long aeprted aays when the.plantation 
was the great, luxuriant feudal home of the planter family, the endless 
stream of guests and the hosts of well looked after darkies. Mellow¬ 
ness must have always t evaded at the ^ottage, and ***iss Louise’s music 
was mellow and goluenwith a vague suggestion of old and well remember¬ 
ed tunes running through it in a sub-co:.seous nd half forgotten way. 

hut now conversation was in order, ana knowing that Miss Louise 
ana ~unt w ammie would have many things to run over by themselves, 

Robins asKea ^iss Louis; if we might explore the second floor by our¬ 
selves. of course she readily acquiesed , merely re questing that we 
refrain from opening only one door,--one at the extrseme end of the 
house. 


By the time he had delivered his message, we haa reached the 


And so, up an inside staircase we flew, reaching the top at the 
front center of the second floor, with as enchanting a little norruw 
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Nov. 10th. continued. 


little hall as I have ever seen. It ran along from right to left 
of the- staircase landing,--the entire length of the house. ns the 
roof slats on this side of the house, the hall itself had a slant- 
eeiling. and was lighted here and there by little aormer windows. 


Prom this passageway both to the loft ana to the 1 right of the 
stairoa.se, were a series of doors opening into room, ana most of 
these rooms in turn had other doors, so that each eoula be entered 
from the hall, or the hall- dours could be closed, and one might 
communicate with the other rooms without going out into the hall, 
thus enabling one to occupy them singly or as e complete 'apartment as 
one might - ahoase • There were not so many treasures in these roomjs, but 
even so, there were items which would make glad the heart of any 
collector,--a splendid clover-leaf four-poster led, little tables 
tht 7 ere lx uisi'te, ruby glass that exceed the value of the gold 
up in it to make it glow, ana three of the loveliest little preserve 
jars that were ever imported from France in olu Plantation days* 

-‘■hey were possibly four ox five aches high, perf ctly-ystraight, ana 
with a whiteness of porcelain* that seemed twice as much by the de¬ 
licious single ^ecoration on each. As I recall, there were.- two that 
had a single bunch of red currents with a green leaf in the center, 
while t ® other was a single rea cheery with a green leaf. I should 
love to have one of -these lovely cylindrical jars. Somehow they appealed 
to me more than any other treasure I haa ever run across in any 
museuj&.dno't know if the slanting ceilings reminded me of the slanting 
e filings of my little home in Greenwich "illage, but eoula easily 
picture living in these cosy apartments for the rest of my life,--ana 
loving it. rt would be so heavenly to gaze out of the dormers at 
the great gauze draperies on tfce live-oans on a moon-lit summer's night, 
and it would be so pleasant to sit before one of the c lowin L fire¬ 
places in December, drinking black coffee and wad-ing through some 
ola forgotten Louisiana plantation aiary with someone who loved this 
iLind of life, too. k 

■“bit we haa playoa axouna urs here long enough, ana so reluctantly 
we closed all the aoors ana went back aown staixs. 

**unt w amnie wanted me to see the 0 raat azeiia in the formal 
garden at one end of the house, ana thither we wanaerea, and so to 
the rear of the house where we joined Jr. Bob, Jiss Louise’s brother 
who showed us the L re., t sunken garden at the other end of the house, 
no in ting out the conservatories th t- 7 we bein L .rera irea, the quince 
trees, pear and fig trees, and withal making me wish I knew something 
about horticulture. 

■back to the front gallery with "unt w anmi e, who left me ther 
to talk with “iss Louise while she made a tour of the garden before 
the house that descended abruptly beyond the great oak trees and away 
towa.d the b?:you. Jiss o-ouise spone of literature, her interest in 
18th century French writers which she read in their original and of • 
famous royal narks in Prance which she nnew so well although she had 
never visited them, hfter a time "unt “'ammie returned , ana we both 
realized that me must say gooubye. There were darbies in the yard 


Nov, 10th, continue. • / 


and Aunt - animi* called to them: 

"Now remember, you all take good care of Hiss Louise and Mr. 

Bob until I come back again.'” 

"Yaassun" came back the chorus of he soft southern drawl. 

"And mind you", continued "unt “'ammie, "-^on’t you go away to the 
city. You know weTl eno gh there aint nobody happy when they go away 
from the plantation.” 

"Yas'sum,*, came back the velvet chorus, Aint nobody happy 
out dere". p 

A fi-ial w ve to* Jiss Louise, ana tr-h ought eh picket gate, 
down the winding roau and across ■‘‘hompsons ''reek where obina and 
"rother "ob were waiting. “ final "u reovir to him, and we ^ ^ 
wexe headed toward Saint £ rancisville. 


We pa 
gardens or 
a fund of 
the "oiifed 
f h »i suing 
relative o 
it was a c 
Prancisvil 
a miles or 
the wooaed 
of the fin 


ssed by "fton "ille without stopping to view the lovely 
the repulsive carpentry -Gothic house, -^unt *ammie had 
stories about the place and its history. sometime after 
erate War a Miss Howard, I believe, established a girl’s 
school in the Villa. It seems that "*iss ~ouise and a 
f Aunt w ammie,--r thought she said an aunt, but possibly 
ousin went to school there together.. After coffee at ^aint 
le, we headed for Oakley . — two miles on the big road and 
so on gravel. A dirt roao leads from th.e gravel through 
par* which seems pretty heavily overgrown so that many 
e oaks loos much of their real value. 


^ntering the garden gate, we find 4.X, baaly neglected about the 
gardens with also is suffering from too much overgurwth. finally 
we reach the house which is unfortunate in its porportions, seeming 
rather too high for its width. Aunt w ammie is greeted by old Miss 
mathews who lives there alone with a brooa of dogs, now that her sister 
Ida has gone. Miss ***athews retires to her living quarters on the 
ground floor, once the butlers, no doubt, and we mount the high 
flight of steps to the gallery. There is something about the house 
that reminds me of °avanah-somehow it is more seaboard than nelta 

ana tccoraiiigly something of an incongruity. But the birds axe sing¬ 
ing gayly in the unkempt garden below, ana ~unt <w ammie ana “obina re¬ 
call that "udubon lived here for ahile, and fcmiigfci* and taught the 
lovely daughter of the family, Drawing and dancing formed the. 
majors in the oirfceulum, but an unusual dairy nearby formed an out¬ 
let for his versitility, for his pupil at Oakley were joined by other 
damsels in the neighborhood, and the great painter o f birds taught 
"fchess heiresses of the local gentry in the finer- points of swimming. 

Our speculations regarding these doings, however, were cut short 
when little “ A iss Mathews opened the doors leading onto the gallery. 
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A colorless woman in her lata sixties or possibly seventies, ..j 
little Hiss Mathews was attired is a neat plain black dress which 
was a perfect counter-part to her simple personality, ~unt w amraie 
said she would sit with her on the gallery while * k obin*a and I 
explored the drawing room and parlor, it didn't take us long, There 
wee many portaits of little interest ana no value, ana a strange 
assortment of bad historian pieces. The great parlor was notable 
for its old lace curtains ana its wall paper,—dating no aoubt from 
the 1880's or 1890's. The idea of the design was sickly Moorish, 
with the full impact hatching at thexxMX ceiling which was so papered 
as go give the impression that the thing was set in square til.es, I 
was enchanted to duek out of the place before one of these imaginary 
bits of plaster shoula become a reality and drop on my head, W# 
deieded that-we must cut our visit short, and as we left I bemoaned 
the fact that poor little Hiss Mathews eyen lacked the'balminess of 
the "indy Hill ^anor belles as an exouse for lending something by 
way of diversion since there was little or nothing to interest one, 

^nd so back to at. Hrancisville, and out a couple of miles to 
Hosedown, The two silly women who live there seem to have alienated 
loads of visitors who have been there before me. They have even 
in succeeded in annoying me in times gone by eventhough I never 
before have had a chance to speak with them, although they have 
yelled at me. ' . 


stopped Wore the big white gate of ^oseuovviL, thbt 

the two old maids who had inherited the property hoaeon.rived to 

insult sosietjf in general anu -out-«3P^1D W Hffl 

nailing up a sign reading: DO HOT unn.^w ri , 

JiBTsf "Well, aint they a sight." was aunt -ammie s cryptie renarjc. 

and we passed through the gate on foot. 

In view of the tarts who now occupy “osedown, one rather hates to 
admit it, but there is no denying that their ancestors actu lly d 
•reate ‘on* of the loveliest places in the Saint eranoiwville i« 6 i • 
a beautiful alley of live-oaks, possibly a quarter of a mil*:1* 1«8 
ieaos straight from the gat* to the shimmering eolumnso, ^he house. 
Harly in the nineteenth century the house was beautiful y PP , 

and the gardens were laid out by a w.ll-Jcnow French landseap. artist 
who did a magnificent job. On either side of the aliey, and altern 
ing with the great o»ks, statues in creamy marble w.re ^ eh 111 

elassical design to represent the seasons ana the «ontinei 
beyond the oaks ana statues are a straight single path, bai.Ke y 
great-hedges that wall in the formal gardens behind them. the 
•lassisism of the design suggests the layout of the lapis Vert at 
Versailles, while the luxurienee of the foliage and the r ^ r "*_ 
by the interlocking branches over the main anve gives the whole ere 
tion an opulent Louisiana flavor that at one* mellows and softens 
the hole atmosphere of tris lovely place, 

‘*t mounted the short flight of steps and crossing the j v J^nda 
kock^a at the door. Portly the elder of the two old maias^ opened to 
us ana greeted ~unt '"emmie effusively, for they had known each ot . i 
■ long time, ^he ushered us into the finely porportionea nail, «ir- 
©ular°in form, with a heavenly staircase that circled half ’ay arau 






In this entrance hall there ar-e doors to right ana left leading 
to drawing rooms, ana a door directly opposite the entrance, leading 
to the dinning room, do the right of this latter door, ana occupying 
the curve directly balancing the staircase stanas a beautiful, life- 
siae statue of the Venus de Mtdeeis in white marble, seemingly 

shocked at the offensive gaudy wall paper that ran in a streaming 
aesign from floor to ceiling, ^overtly I remarked to - v obine that 
this busy design coula never have been selected by the builders 
for such a lovely room. Hiss Bauman, our hostess, remarked shortly 
afterward that this room, of course, carried the original wall paper, 
nut * v obina's quick eye haa detected splotches along the stairs where 
the paper haa worn thin or had been torn off, revealing beneath 
a beautiful shae of blue,--obviously just the perfect color to give 
the proper value to the gracefully sweeping staircase and the snowy 
marble figure. Both “•obina ana I gasped a little at * a iss Bauman's 
assertion, but not to be a owned, Hobina pointed out trie blue color, 
but Hiss Bauman,--or possibly -Bowman, was adamant. To counter, I 
merely bowed in silence, but ^obina acquiesed by saying how oad it 
was, for this really must be double faced wall paper, the like of 
which she had. never imagined, "Yess", Hiss ^owman, dilighted to 
find a new talking noint with which to regale future visitors,"Yes, 
this was double-faced wall paner".--The old fraud. 

We passed into the drawing fcoom at the right,--a beautifully 
porportioned room, with as fine black marble mantle pieces as I have 
seen in this region, white walls, generous glass-cased mahogny 
book shelves, mirrors of splendid workmanship, and considerable 
handearved rosewood chairs, aivans and whatnot, together with an 
accumul tion ofjim-cracks and sea-shells, reminiscent of ^inay nill 
Manor, but withal different in that, this house seemed immaculately 
clean. 

* 

.An eaually fine proportioned room lay just benina tris room,-- 
probably a intimate reception room of the original builder,--end 
likewise embellished with a handsome black marble mantle, fine por¬ 
traits ana substantial mahogny bookcases flanking the fireplace. 
Returning to the first drawing room, we continued further away from 
the entrance toward another room, containing the same lovely accoutre 
ments, and quantities of books, both in the glass eased Mahogny 
eases and piled high on the tables, -‘•he top volume was from the 
•American edition of ~udubon, early in the 19th century, inquired 

about the well-known ^osedown Hlephant Edition, which everyone 
usea. to be shownwhen the girls spuke of the time Audubon lived here. 
But Hiss bowman said they haa never had such an edition. This of 
course is an untruth, because many people have seen it and Lyle 
had turned through it many a time when her used to visit the house 
when the girls Uncle was still living with them. x 'hey had obviously 
sola this item and didn't want to admit it. 


Hiss ^ownan, ^o, c , appeared shortly, and seemed to be enchant 
ed to see ~"unt w aramis, ^o ins and I accordingly bargea about the 
place, ancT-^iss ^owmnn, "o. 1, joined us. Later we learned that 
during these separate conversations, Aunt ^ammie had made inquiry 
regarding the four-poster bed with the mirror in the tester while 
Aobina was referring about it to the sister. Several years ago 
Lyle had been in the bed room and seen the item, , the only one of 
its kind that anybody haa ever he ra of. He mentioned it in his 
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Nov. 10 th -continued. 

#LD LOUISIANA. Aterouing to the historical t le, a fine bedroom 
furniture collection was made when Henry w &ly was running for the 
Presidency, and was to he presented to him in the "bite House when 
he was ©looted. Asia© from the great beauty, of the wood and the design 
the tester contained a mirror which reflected the bed below the tester 
^s Lyle one® remarked, "I haven't any idea why anyone would want to 
wake up in the morning only to find himself looking him in the eye 
as he lay prostrate,—and doubtlessly slightly warn, as would he 
portrayed by the mirror stationed immediately above him’*. 

He that as it may, the bed was so contrived, but as everyone 
knows, Mr. .''lay never did quite make the ^hite nouse, and the 
furniture was accordingly purchased by the owner of Aosedown. 

-oth of the bowman girls swore that no such bed ever existed, 
which is a big story, of course, sine® L t 1© ana others had seen it 
when the girls were living in the house with their old u ncle or 
father or son body of ancient vintage. accordingly assume, that 

along with the Hlephant -uaubon, the girls have quietly disposed 
of these treasures and are of such a mind as not to admit they ever 
possessed them, -^s x recall, the same might; be said about an 
©mbroidered screen which has also disappeared. 

oome of the protraits in the hou :•© are e ood, although not es¬ 
pecially e:citing. One in the dinning room was pointed out as being 
especially internst lngth;ir grandmother as paint ed by Audubon. 

It's a pleasant portrait, but Audubon never had a finger in the pie or 
I'm a chinaraan. 

stepped out onto the portico running atross the West end of 
the house, Ihe flutted columns ar 7 e pleasing and show evidence of hav¬ 
ing had repair. x “ossibly the mirrored bed wasn’t sold in vain. 

In the mean time -unit ^ammie haa paid the elder Miss Bowman our $1.50 
which we hau entered prepaired to spend. Miss Bowman proffered her 
reluctance to accept it, but her insistance was not so great that 
she failed to still have it in her pocket when we said good by on the 
front gallery. Ima b ine such business, after having nnown ^unt ^ammie 
all these years. 

We explored the garden directly below the west portico of the house, 
ubviously it h&ct once been a fine labarynth, for the yew hedges still 
indicated certain turns and twists, even though they were pretty badly 
bushed in sections. Hoses and other flowering bushes showed up 
bravely in the tangle to which the whole -garden was fast heading. 

N« returned to the alley immediately in front of the horse, and 
explored the formal garden on the right hand side of the alley, and 
running all the way ^rom the house to the gate. It had been so neglect 
ed I couldn't make'much out of it, hut probably eouM if 1 had a 
little time to wander about in it, as it is quite vast. We returned 
to the t .arden on the xxsXxx on the left hand side of the alley 
between the house and the gate. It is equally ex ten si ee, and original 
1^ must have enjoyed an informal planting not unlike the famous 
Queen's Garden at Versailles, famous fax as the spot where the 
diamond Neeklace hoax was perpetrated on cardinal *‘ohan. In this 
garden, some of the old winding paths were uoticable and great 


Nov. 10th*--eontinued, 40 

trees and stumps of those which had-disappeared, still marked 
an uncertain design which could also probably be unravelled if 
I had the time to do so. The ^owmans had said that a h’reneh gard- 
ner,— his name as they rattled it off sounded liK* Gomte de ^ovelle,,- 
had'laid out these gardens. A hey must have been splendid when they 
were completed,--about 1840, I suppose, but the mad growth of 
aaalias, roses and Heaven knows what, manes it pretty difficult 
to make much sense out of the place unless one were to take 
several hours to follow out the paths and try to piece togeher 
what ever remenants may still be found. Somehow, as we drove 
away from Hosedown, i was thankful that the house was being nept 
intact, but as 1 thought of the garden, I couldn't helf but think 
that a grave that has crumbled and slipped into a byyou isn t xxxmx 
half so, disturbing as one that is poised on the edge. 

Me lunched at ~t. rancivill# where Christian ana I had lunched 
so .joyously a year ago. On leaving, w , round that we haa a i_ouo 
Half Hour before it was time to tame the ferry for the <est side 
of the Mississippi. '/e accordingly visited the quaint old church 
ana beautifully‘planted t raveyaru,--its splendid old, most-araped 
oaks making it one of the loviiest a have ever known. . Surely 
*avanub's Buena Venture cemetary is more vast, and sweetly sad, 
but somehow ~t. -fi'rancisvill# more limited in his ironed fenced 
atmarnations, is less endless ana therefore morelovable. Dante 
might easily have started his tremendous masterpiece in the old 
Georgian plantation that had metomorp ocea into a oemetary, but 
it would be at ^t .franeissville that Gray might have penned his 
Hlegy. Aunt ^amrile knew loads of families that were represented 
in the inscriptions,—^owmans and Barrows without end., and all 
the great of the region in those fabulous days before 1861. m 
I was impressed by a large tomb bearing the name of IBA S.ilfli. 

■‘‘here was somst ing about the general line of the tomb that suggest¬ 
ed Egyptian architecture, The sun was shining pretty brightly and 
i couldn't see the decoration very clearly, but just above the 
strongly raised name on the tomb was an insignia, seeming to be 
surprisingly -‘-'gypto-^pierican, There was tjie round disk, of old 
■^gypt, and on either side the wing and head of a bird, whieh if i 
am not mistaken, were distinctly .american #a b le. The effect was 
extraordinary 1 must explore.this monument again under better 
light conditions. 

one fact that was noticabie was the absence irora. most of 
the tombstones of the many gingles th^t appear on so rnany^tomb¬ 
stones in the New mgland region, The usual St. ■‘■‘rancitsville in- 
serption carried merely the name with dates of oirth anu death. 

One stone, I recall 5 , merely gave the family name,--for example 
Jones,--and under it merely the initials of the several members 
o.f the family, such as H.D. -- H.N --N.H. — 3. if --f.M. 

But the stone which intrigues me the most was of a name 
that I do not recall, nor the -exact dates, but with the final 
date was noted this particular: Died, 185 a, at Ambrosia in ./est 
k'elieiana. DIHD IN AM330SIA IN ’78ST FJSLIGIANA. Somehow that 

has a value for me that is akin to Hobina's famous line to **unt 
dammit ,--- ,,J3 y .now, I suppose, the little colored boys are in the 

fig trees". That line unrolled all the French impressionist 
school b.far. m* .y...W2> IK AMBHQSIA IK WEST i^IOUKA S o n .h 6 w 

ly 


t 
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Nov. 10th - continued. 
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marvelously distills the fabulous old. -south li*« a wonderfully 
preserved peach, shimmering in a succulent golden liquid ana 
made doubly lustrous by the gloaming glass jar in which it is 

sealed, 

\U erossed the Mississippi at 3 o'clock, ana headed north, 
turning before we reached Hew Hoads, Many of the old plantation 
houses through this section have either disappeared, or are z 
located on the river road to our left,--such as nabutue, or on 
the other road along Pafcfce -hLver, sueh as Parlange, that we saw 
few evidences of the ante-bellum civilization. On stopping at 
a garage for b as, however, it was interesting to hear a couple 
of mechanics spotting Oajun French They were discussing the ad¬ 
visability of taking a radiator down the' road to another place to 
have it soldered,—not a particularly fascinating subject, in 


itself, but as a --- - . , . 

see how many of the expressions they used were in tinged with 

phrases foreign and incomprehensible to my ear. 

Passing through several towns, --and a drove of donkeys going 
in the same direction as we at Marksville, we sloped down only o 
try to omen the phalanx of the heard, which was r ther difficult, _ 
the creatures being so muleish about giving an inch. Great plains 
of sugar cane swept away to the horizon on either side or the road, 
and through these great seas of gray green we hurried, hoping to 
reach Meekers before nightfall for Robina haa been promised an 
opportunity to see a sugar house in operation on this trip,—m last 
this trip was primarily designed around this point, ,/e aid r»o«h 
Meekers, and although it was after darn, the mill was going full 
blast as these mills do at this busy season. But something went _ 
wrong in our plans, for there was some laez. of harmony, apparantly, 
between the man to whom we had been directed,--a representative 
chemist of the planters, ana it seemed that he would not care to 
take us through the mill from which visitors are barred without the 
permission of the mill forman, who at that moment was not m evi¬ 
ct *nee. After some reflection, we accordingly decided to forego 
an inspection of hew the sug r was grauna ana granulated, agreeing 
that we would try another later under more favoraole auspices. I 
am sure it was a disappointment to all of us, but HoDina most es¬ 
pecially, for sheCand ~unt ^arnmie had planned on such a visit for. 
a long time, ^ut we bore up as well as we could, ana I must say 
that ^obina took her disappointment like a good soldier that she 

is. 

g ained in Alexandria anu he^aed toward home in a rain. , 
reaching -“•elrose about 10j30,-- T ’and sc? to bed*.. 


,ame for the listener, it was entertaining to 
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November lkth --Sunday. 

A gray day with occasional sprinkles. An early breakfast, 

and a few notes on my November 6th Journal. Hobina oambe over 
around nine, and we had a good chat, with coffee coming at ten 
at which time'Mint U&mffiie joined us. 

~fter some little conversation, aunt ^ammie started to read 
to us, but was called to the telephone by Lyle from dew Orleans, 
saying that Alexander Woolcott would arrive here at three this 
afternoon.. 

Sister and her husband came with the baby before dinner 
ana afterward Hobina parked in Lyle’s cabin, t nding fires for 
a spell. 

Mr. Woolcott arrived with Mr. Kenessy in the late afternoon, 
bringing along his huge black French poodle which proved a marvelous 
playmate in the midst of th© living room for little Heinzie, the 
Henry daxhund. 

At dinner, Mr. ^oolcoot was fascinating, as was to be expected. 

He has recently been making a film with the Dionne quintuplets of 
whom he had many fabulous stories to relate. He attributed their 
survival of the first two months,--the five weighed ten poounds 
altogether when born,--to their excellent nurse, a Miss Larue, and 
to the good sense of Dr. Dafoe,--whose family before the American 
^evolution carried the name of Devose, and lived in Hew York as 
loyal British subjects, and were accordingly forced to go to 
Canada after the -‘‘evolution was over,--and also he set high store 
on ^r, ^afoe's brother of Toronto, who seems to be a gorgeous per¬ 
son and of all things, one of the greatest child specialists in 
the world. A. W. also spoke amusingly of the considerable amount 
of fan mail Papa ^ionae receives,--for the most part from u»- 
happ, y married women who haven’t for some reason or other been able 
to beget an offspring. 

After dinner we spent a pleasant three hours in the library. 
Uncle Tom's ^abin came up for discussioa, and nunt w ammi© showed 
us the stencil of Hobert MeAlpia which he used in marKing his 
bails of cotton. MMr. McAlpin was the bi m0 ia Legree of UNULiS TOMS 
CABIN and was related to Harriet -^etcher Stowe, whom she visited 
for material on her famous novel, 

I had expected that A, •». would, manifest more interest in 
Uncle x om, although he did come through with a story on Mrs. Stowe. 
It seems that Mrs. ^towe after the War, spent some time in England 
as guest of Lady Byron. Later, on her return to Ainarlea, Mrs. 
stowe spoke of t is visit in a magazine article, remarking that 
Lord Byron had had a child by his sister, England rocned with 
fury at this report, calling Madam ^towe a fraud, but a little 
latter, Lora Byron wife confirmed .this story, and to prove it, 
produced the child of her Brother his sister, whom Lady Bryon 

had adopted,--th- t is the child. 













Francois Mignon Papers, #M-5889 


Here’s a story that somehow throws a sidelight on Aunt Camme. 

A few years ago she heard that there were plenty of aigrettes 
making their home in a lake back in the woods somewhere not far 
from here. The birds were sufficiently plentiful that the colored 
folk were catching them for their pots when chicken was scarce. 

The idea that aigrettes were living in the neighborhood was < 
to start Aunt Cammie off, and so she started, out with jot ^er young 
daughter, Irma Sompeyrac, her husband and another person 

Reaching the lake, the whole party climbed into a boat, bent on 
locating the aigrettes, and incidentally observing alligators with 
which the lake was well stocked. Before going far, however, tne 
boat sank, thanks to the antics of Mr. Willard. Fortunately the 
water was only about up to the knees of the grown people, but it 
was deep enough to soak the younger people thoroughly and set them 
to screaming in fear of meandering alligators. But Aunt Cammie too^ 
the situation in her stride, calmed the children ana wading to 
shore succeeded in getting the others to dry land. It goes witnoi^t 
saying that the search for aigrettes was finished at this point, 
but finding herself where she did, Aunt Cammie thought it an ex- 
cellent opportunity to see how the habitat of the alligators might 
appear, and if there were any eggs to be found. She was warned that 
during the hatching period the Mother alligator usually keeps watc/i 
of her nest,-and is likely to attack anyone who might approach the 
nest. But the excentricities of an alligator meant little to 
Aunt Cammie, and so she gave one of the men a stick as a cudgel, 
and began stirring around in the decayed trunks of mouldering trees 
in search of nests, and finding one, gathered up several dozen of 
the eggs to take home to hatch. 

Before reaching the car, they stumbled across a small alligator, 
two or three feet long, and so he was put on the running board and 
transported to Melrose. 

Arring home, the alligator, which seemed to be in a trance, was 
placed in a deserted chicken coop, w&ile the family dined. After 
dinner, they went out to see how the alligator was getting along, 
and ofcourse found that he had not only come to life but had walked 

off. 

The children complained bitterly that Aunt Cammie had ruined swimming 
in Cane River which was then dammed at opposite ends, forming a. 
narrow winding lake, and sure enQUgh the darkies were not long in re¬ 
porting that an alligator was in Cane River, and as time marched on 
he grew by leaps and bounds. I don’t recall what, if anything, ever 
happened to the unhatched alligator eggs, or what ever became oi the 
Cane River inhabitant. Sufficient it is to cite this tale as a 
side-light on the personality of Aunt Cammie. 


Hov«mb«r lhth -continued 


At ain®, ;!; . A. M « and H«nessy retired to Lyle’s cabin, 
damnie ,}Jr. hex husband and child departed, Aunt Qami® and 
^obina flew upstairs while I cam® to my little house to jot 
this down,--and fold up my beard,--whieh Ido now. 
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Hovembtr A*-th Monday, 


45 


Utj birght ana early, ana delighted to see the sun 
after yesterday's rain. * I had promised Bobina I would ride with 
her to ^aehitoohes to see the dentist when she left ^elrose to 
head toward Shreveport. r 7ith a slight cold in my teeth, I had 
decided not to see the dentist, but I thought the ride would ao 
me good, and I knew I would enjoy a good that with * k obina, too. 

Returned to *~elrose about noon and did some mail after dinner 
ana worked on my neglected Journal which 1 had neglected during 
the past week. 

X had hoped to do some work with **unt w ammie in the afternoon, 
too but when -** saw Branis, arrive with a coffee tray with only 
one *eup and saucer, A knew that the work would have to be passed 
ud for another day, ■‘■‘ater a learned that visitors had come to 
see -unt -«nmie, and before they left * heard them as they passed 
by my maisonette, inspecting the flowers and aami-ing the lay-out 
of ^elrose 

It always hands m® s big laugh when ~unt aramie expatiates 
upon the majority of these people who come to call on her, for 
most of them come primarily out of curiosity, either because they 
want to see Melrose or because they are curious to meat her,--or 
sometimes, although rarely.--both, "if they would only keep on 
Dialing cards,” says ~unt w ammie. "nonestly, ^arlm ,1 haven t 
anything r can give them, and they eeitainly are wasting my time. 
But”--and then relentingly, "we all have a lot of things we have to 
do x suppose, and we simply must ao it wit out complaining, and 
I suppose that is one of the things that is expected of me, although 
1 never hav^ time to a-o-half 1 want to,--ana tf tor such visits 
I’m good for no thing”. 

nna what with the correspondence, the bookbinding, the 
weaving, the historical research, making the gardeners jump 
crooked, supervising the household, fussing with Bamie, etc., etc., 
her complaints against those who have time for card-playing, in so 
far as they come to her for diversion, does seem justified. 


, * r 

■k few' yea 
making th 
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folk were 
*he idea 
to start 
daugh er. 


s a story that somehow throuws a sidelight on "unt '■'ammie. 
rs ago she heard that there were plenty of aigrettes 
eir homes in a lake back in th® woods somewhere not far 
, fhe birds were sufficiently pi ntiful that the colored 
catching them, for their pots when chicken was scarce, 
that aigrettes were living in the neighborhood was enough 
aunt ''uramie off, -nd so she started out with her young 
Irma Sempera®, her hus -nd and another person or two. 


, _ Beaching the lake, the whole party climbed into a boat, bent 
on loeating the aigrettes, ana incidently observing alligators 
with which the lake was" well stoelld. Before goin c far, however, 
the boat sank, thanks to the antics of ^r. '"illard. Fortunately 
the water was only about up to the knees of the grown people, but 
it was deep enough to soak the younger people thoroughly nd set 
them to screaming in fear of meandering alligators. ut Aunt *ammie 
took the situation in her striae, calmed the children and wading 
to shore succeeded in getting the others to dry land. It goes with* 
out saying that the search for aigrettes was finished at this point, 
but finding herself where she did A 


u 


Bov. lkth, -continued 



^unt Jammis thought it an excellent opportunity to see how the 
habitat of the alligators might appear, and if there were any 
jg ^5 be found. ohe was warned that during the hatching period, 
the Mother alligator usually keeps watch of her nest, ana is likely, 
to att ck anyone who might approach the nest. But the ex.centrieitie 
of an alligator meant little to -*unt '■'amnie , ana so she & ave one 
of the men a stick as a eudgle, and began sStirring around in 
the decayed trunks of mouldering trees in search of nests, and 
finding one, gathered up several dozen of th® eggs to take home 
to hatch. 

oefore reaching the ear, they stumbled across a small alligator 
two or three feet long, and so he was put on th# running hoard 
and transport 'd to *~elrose. 

arriving home, the alligator, which seemed to be in a trance, 

Was placed in a deserted chicken-coop, while the family dined• 

After dinner, they went out to see how the alligator was getting 
along, nd of course found that he haa hot only come to life but 
had walked off. m 

The children complained bitterly that .»unt w ammie had ruined 
swimming in v ain River which was then damnedot opposite ends, 
forming a narrow winding lake, and sure enough the darkies were 
not long in reporting that an alligator was in ^ain **iver, and 
as tine marched on, he grew by leaps and hounds, 1 don t iccall 
what if anything ever happened to the unhatshed alligator eggs, 
or what ever became of the ^ain Biver inhabitant. buf±.ieient it 
is to cite this t^le as a side-light on the personality of 
Aunt w aramie. 
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Nov. J^th - Tuesday. 

Up early ana orkeu on my Journal and dashed off some mail. 


' dinner the uestion of a nuew cook came up. A he aau^htar of 
th® woman who presided over the kitchen before Jlemenee and -ita had 

lost her daughter. She has earned on so ni b h, nat ,ith 
III , n th nt she says she isn't able to cook-at the moment. -ut 
lunt ^amrai * s&ys th \ her toehold must on una when tala y ou. 
p fh«T servants that the cook said she eoulun t live m mr w.bin 
»££* tn. nr .or, of her “«t '^1. sard: 

"Well, aint sh« £ sight. What ao f ou tolas tuxrik w. d tll ao it 

th1^:--airof e ^-'-- ra !f S raia%uah a fooHBh B , 88 '-. But 
kuU Ufcramie hua t iv.n the ••ore.n a t«w mors a«*s of oXt-«« to mak* up 
n.r mi lid , but that, if way, seams to o. l<W*ra, to st, the .lerst. Wia 
so was a new cook to be acquired. 

ui X J. n. said there was a woman in the store.at dinner time 
who ssia she wanted th* job, and he tod eon* to tsK “uiit obmmi* if 
she wanted to talk to her. “unt nraxe aia, and so she ^oufcht 
to the house for the interview, i was glad to assist as » sitter 
sine* I hadn't seen «fflt “snnia opert t# in this field 'je.ur., 

ifranh “unt -anraie’s "straw boos'' ana prize housemen, brought 
the worn n in. Aunt -anr.le greeted by saying ^ood .v.nln- whxoh in- 
nr .g c*& n » pines I had always though of evening as after ^our or fi - 
o-h'oh and it was now a little after on*. i’h« woman said "o 0 od ev.nm . 

"You live near by¥" 

’’Yiasum, across, —pointing, ^aeiross tne liver there . 

"How do you really want the job as eoGk for me” was tne next 
pue-tion, to which an affirmative reply was fortncomiUfc,, bteause, 

-unt w 'ammie"continued ,** i don t want anybody to work here who aoe.imt 
want to. 1 know tne people who wojrk here ana I In* tnem ana ,ant 
them to want to work here or not worn here at all". , n* woman 
wanted to work'here. *. ' 

Then -unt -anni* bSkea her name,--and th* answer "es "filmn “0 ‘ti x 
■ thing mavis’’it seemed th t she lived in a house by herself across 

the river with her three children. ^afore she had arrived, -unt -ammie 

hud tjla m* that sometim* 8 fe o, her husband had klllea ^V'd^na toula 
something wni«h ju t eun t happen in Louisiana, ana toa fl.d ana wouia 
vi-v-r come hack, -unt "arnmie said th? t as she understood the affair, 

‘a deputy in the saloon tod needlessly provoked the net,ro, and to every¬ 
one' s astonishment, the negro hbd. ornwu a fc aa ana till«a tne d.puty,- 
and fled, and -unt w ammie said she thought the deputy ha g , 
what was homing to him, do here was the n.gro s wif. who hau a..n 
living the other ba* of the river, with i-sr Wire* children, and 
now she was about to join the —eiros* staff. 



£j.r-- un t ■’anmi* asneci her aDout her h-alth ana she said it vas^Jj^oa , 
that she was never sick. She volontee. , too, that the children had 
b . n well-trained and that they were able to • grow up by themselves.- 
t am under the impression th t owe of them is six, but I can t say 
if that one is the oldest or youngest. . bo far, so o 0 ^. 

n #: t, —could she soak. •‘•he woman surprised me by saying frankly 
that she*never had been a eook. n e ven know, anywhere els* in.th* 
world the woman w -uld have sworn she was an expert. But “'Ima said she 
never had. 

was as much surr ised by “unt w ammie’s response : "Well, that’s 
alright. * know you s-n learn, and I’ll teach you. ■‘■here s only tais 
one condition,—you must always be honest. 

a he woman as ured her* that she was honest, and L must say I be¬ 
lieved her. 

—na so now she was hired, and there must be* the question of 
where she would live. —unt w ammie said that there was a house 
where the other cook had lived, and that she could have that. .^very 
thing under the house must be raked out and burned, and the house must 
be thoroughly cleaned and whitewashed inside before she moved in. 

- nd did she have any --somet ing -which t dian t underst na, but whit 
must have been livestock or something of the kifid, for the woman 
said she had several lens, some guinnies and some pigs., but now that 
she had a job she wouldn't need so many, -unt ^ainrnie suggested that 
she sell all of them but left that up to her to aeeid-e-. Aunt, ^ammi* 
also said that she would be glad to buy some of her stock from her 
if she dion t have anyone else to sell thorn to. 

nater, ° • u * earn* in, and when told that she had sjjudk, he said 
sne eould’biing it all with her if she wished to, but unt “am ie 
again ur L eo her to s 11 most of it before she moved ovSr to her 
new home, —fter she ha ^one, ~unt *ammie said to me with a grin; 
w*»ow ain't **. -. a sight, telling that woman she can bring her 
chickens and guinnies over to this side of the river with her. -e 
knows perfectly well that them niggers will pick her chicken-coop 
clean if she brings them'with her”. 

~nd so “*lme was tole that the cabin would be cleaned for her ana 
that someone would be sent to transport her things for her, and that 
she would come to work, if she want d to, two days hence. ~11 that 
was satisfactory to everyone, it seemed, bvt after she had gone, 

.-aunt *ttmmi* seid with a laught, Well, ^arlin , we ve new eook * 

but let me tell you on* thing, we wont have her startin in 
a couple of days*, because I am sure that neither she nor 1 thought 
of it at the moement, but two days hence is Friday, and no nigger 
ever start’d any n w job on that day." 

I was curious to know if tn* ngeroes really uia stetl from eaeh 
other and learned that they certainly did. Sara own tola the il&dam 
that he always haulea hug* trunks of trees to his house for firewood, 
because, in splitting i* only as he needed it, he was always sure that 
"dem niggers" couldn’t run away with it. I maa* some stupid observa¬ 
tion regarding this robbery tenaeney -to which ^unt v -&mraie replied: 
"Well, wh>t can you expeet of those colored folks when Dr. Smith of 
Louisiana State University is sent to prison on a k4 year term for 
doing just exactly th* same thing". 


» 
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November 15 or 16th - misplaced my calendar. 


And speaking of ^r. •'mithbrings to mind a story I heard while 
in St. Franeisville. It seems that ^r. and Mrs. “mith asked to be 
received by Hiss Louise Sutler at the Jottage. Mrs. *mith, who is 
reported to be he devil in the. piece, wanteci to see Miss nouiso s 
gold nives forks and spoons. 

Miss Douise either to aoeesa to some request of Mrs. u mith, or i 
for some other reason, w left the room for a moment in search of 
some treasure that was being discussed at the moment, and when she 
returned, one set of the gold service had disappeared. 

following up the sotry of negroes’ ability to acquire what 
they need or what their simple faneies may erave. Aunt w ammie said 
that one never needs consider anytning in Melrose or the cabins BppH* 
housing guests, .1though in the matter of fire wood or pears or the 
like, one may be sure that they carry off plenty. '-'nee she asked 
Regis, one of her gardners, if they hadn't been stealing fruit from 
one of her trees. 

"Yaassun", he responded straight-forwardly,"Dey shu 'nf done 
steal dat fruit. I see ’em when ae's up in de tree.” 

"And you stood there lix~e an ninny and let 'em steal without sav¬ 
in' a word’* she lau t hed and waved him away to some other task. 

I 

asked about this point in not reporting the culprits, and she 
explained that they are afraid of their own c^lor, fearing that if 
one of them should take a dislike to another who $ight cross him, because 
it is likely enough the evil one might put a curse on the innocent 
one, so that the latter might make up some morning crippled. F or 
at heart it would appear that voodoo is still at the bottom of much J 

of theirbehavior and some people say that the church doesn't do much 
by way of correcting these beliefs.--assuming that such a correction were 
’possible, others tell me that the local go, vents* hereabout carry on 
educational work,--one school near Pere augustin s church, teaching 
three hundred students, but they do say that about all the children 
Is rn is to say their prayers, and that compitcnc* on the put of the 
nuns who are teaching and ability and desire on the part of the pupils 
might both s e invostig ted to advantage.. It is certainly a pal ling 
thtt of .11 the colored people l know about these parts, only one of 
them can read, ^unt w ammi# s houseman and I get quite a kick out of 
one thing we have in common; for neither of us can. read a Mine. 

fhere were a couple of guests in the afternoon,--some woman from 
Dallas and another fporn some pit- cr else from the same general locality 
Aunt ^ararnie and M didn t get very far with our cataloguing, but t 

in the evening we did have grand conversation before my blazing hearth, 
made up primarily of fascinating stories of life at Shaddy Lawn or ^ < 

ohaddy Grove, where her mother lived as a child*.before the war. 



Awoke about dawn this morning,—around si* o'clock, J* suppose. 

I was delicious just to lie in bed ana watch the eastern sky smooth out 
from deep oyster gray to porcelain pink as i lay in bed andsurvey the 
universe through by beloved -^ouis **1 ^ window. 

It was one of those pl«asnt hours of the day .when it is just 
enough to be alive without thinking of yesterday's happenings or 
anticipating today' s, — or ev =n bothering to think at all,--just 
as though one were living in reverse that delicious moment at bedtime, 
when for a second one poises on the brink between consciousness ana 
sleep, and fflor a little segment o x : a second knows thatpeace has 
settled down and oblivion is assured. 


But 1 was glad to he?r Frank j t my 


door, and it was 


rest one 

my fire 


elbow on my pillow and siu my coffee as he exu«rtly laid 
which in a twinkling was all aglow, 

I leaped through my shave ana shower, and before x had finished 
bfushim my hair, Frank had returned with my breakfast on a huge 
tray. ± smil.d to mysllf as * though of my breakfast in hew York,— 

usually bread and milk ana coffee. Here it is usually a full {grape¬ 
fruit, bacon and egg ana more bacon, Coast, preserved figs, a glass 
f milk and sometimes cottage cheese, — home made, oi course, <>nd 
a pot of coffee. 

A couple of the aogs usually arrive on the gallery with -crank,-- 
the big, clumsy German shepara or olio® dog ana "'now. Sometimes they 
com® in ana sit b“fore the fire while i eat, 1 though the big dog is 
so silly that he usually gets to wagging his tail so hard that he., 
ups $ Its everything that Isn't nailed down, hater in i>n day aansio 
Qg A *einzie i rriv ?s, -tie is a sweet little daxhund who usually 
stays with -‘Hint "ammie all night, ana according to report always- 
howls maaly all night when she is away from ho e• 


dncle “hitef oot, — bo named by the darkies, is 


an affectionate 

uray and whitefooted eat who usually stays with me, and ma^es a 
nice comranion, not onl„ for me, but Iso for the cogs in the morning 
during breakfast, sometimes Monstrosity stays with me, but^never the 


tow of them together, for they don't seem to bo friends, although 
they look rra oh alike. .Mrs. ^upy P. Lon t . seldom ; .ets over for 
breakfast, although Burwind, Monstrosities diminutive mother gets 
over with the do b s. Its quite a happy little i ’mily, altogether. 

Aunt Cammie same over for raid-morning coffee. “e did some letters 
about Mamie to University of Louisiana and to a man in_lower Louisiana 
who has done much with this oriental grass which is being used limits 1 
y for weaving. Aunt ^ammie has raised it in her garden, I believe 
the nlant came fuom %ypt originally, and recently Has been imported 
from *hi»a, * think, ~nyway, unt w ammie has had some of the material 
uspun by women on the pi* <fe and has also woven cloth on her own loom. 
,7e shall plumb this developement further, and shall send some o. tnat 
grown at “elrose to Dupont for suggestions on how to remove the 
’’glue" from it before the spinning is a on®. 


I had hoped that we might do some more correspondence in the 












From fhp FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS/ #M~ 3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




51 


afternoon but when my coffee arrived with a single cup on the tray I 
iuiew that that hope was not to be realized. u f course, morexpnnpx 
oeoule to see the Mistress of ^elrose, and discovered later, as i 
had'thought, that they would have made themselves and their hostess 
much haupier if they.had staid wherever they started from. Kept on 
playing cards and lift us alone. 


I worked a bit straighening my no ebooks, and in the evening, 
**unt *amraie sane to my house and we worked on ino.ex ant*, sox pbook 
details. I lis ened to the radio for a little while, ookea at 
pictures and so to b^d. 







Nov. 16th - Thursday. 
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■/arm but ssloudy, with oe.asional drops of rain. lB 
A«t Sfrisi^d r.ading for a while from h.r grandfath.r*. 

diary. 


I found the diary good, ^ash day was divided into sections, 
with we th.r inevitahiy follow, a by 

tinn nf "] a&£-l doinrs. such as the names of visitors, the coming 

-hinr of stt mlrs of Btyou. .afouroh.. »ri«. of various .oramoditi. 

Ld fiLny a s^oton d.voLo to th. aetiviti.s on th. plantation, 
iBoluding the names of th. sluv.s who perfor .a th. laoois. 


fhe Keepers of the aiary always began eaeh January 1st, with 
a prayer. 


interruption - four hours later. 


~s - recall, * think we were talking about . ^obinson, the 
character appearing in Aunt ^arnmie 1 s grandf ther’s diary. Some of his 
activities* were recorded in it, but when these were supplemented 
by accounts which ~unt w amraie's mother had handed down, the good 
hr. seemed more extraordinary as personality than one would be lively 
to run across in more than one diary. 



The hr., it seems, was a welcomed guest in grandfather's home, 
fo.r he was versitle as well as sxcentri@, and the oddities were 
nitfly over-balanced by his accomplishments. V/henever grandmother 
wanted any fish or game for the talhe, hr. Xi . was informted, and 
promptly, venison, ducks, r,T ild turkeys or fish would be rounded 
up by the good Dr,who, it is said, never wore shoes except when he 
had to tr vel down th bayou on stemboat. another accomplishment 
of the hr. was his painting, it seems he was an excelent artist, 
painting murals for over-the mantles ana turning off canvases of 
merit. I don t suppose I shall ever see any of his paintings, for. 

I suppose they have all disappeared lon e since, but 1 should mightily 
like to, ana of course one cannot help thinking of this kinship of 
• u r. “obinson to nature and the similarlity of such adjustments.to 
the enthusiasms of ^udubon who must have been fliting from Louisiana 
plantation to plantation about the same era. 


x n the afternoon we ran down to the n#rtaog plantation 
a few milts below Melrose on -tin *‘iver. The approach to the house is 
through a splendid avenue of live-oaks, possibly a quarter of a mile 
in length, ^efore the war, this place belonged to the Lewomte family. 
The original house at the end of the avenue must.have been lovely. 

It was a three story house, with pillars rising, flush with the ground 
to the roof. The house was square and the gallery running across 
the frnat of the h use was duplicated by another running across the 
rear of the house. -c‘rom the left rear corner', a vvhing ran straight 
backward, and this, too, carried the gallery to its final termination. 


>fter passing ^elrose without burning it,—possibly because it 


_ 
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Uq v. 16th - eont. , 

was owned by a mulato, ^etoyer, the next big plaat th« army must have 
come to was the Hertzog plaee, At the tine, the fam ^ y % 

in I ex as 1 believe, ±he over-seer was on the front gallery, c.nu he 
was ord.r.d away from ths haus, whieh, h. was tola, was to b.^burn.d. 
Miller the over-soer, refused to leave, ana he was accordingly shot 
deed. ’-‘•'he negroes were joined by the Yankees, ana the hou,se was 
pillaged and set fire to. As she walked out of the bouse, one of 
th. s.rfants ptaJtad up a hug. wo®d.B.as.d^eloe£,--*bout thre. or four 
feet tall, and so rescued it from aistruetion. It is the only p 
of furniture from the original house that the Hertzogs now pussess. 

After the war, the lower section of the fJillars were sued to 
r#s t the foundation of a new dwelling which is neither suggestive of 
ths orignial houss or pleasant inside or out. rhe rooms are still 
large, but so drab undfurnish.d with sueh poor taste,--inspit. of 
fine pieees. that everyone who visits It is enehaat d to fly 
the place x he wing at the bash was rebuilt with the oame baa toste 
as the rest of the house, and is pointed to with pride h.daus. it eon- 
tains a chapel where services are held by visiting catholic clergy 
from time to ti e* 

"Miss 11 Sally, a vo an about **unt ''ammie's age, ashes from jatrn- 
ina til night at ths “etzog pits*. * believs her son, a man of some 
fourty years, runs ths plantation whieh is extensive, cut ‘ vwu.rstwaa 
do.snh more than pay the taxes, if it ooes that, his wife “**« h » 3 
sehool, ,nd th. two small ehildren, while seemingly as yet unune 
from th. gloom of the plsse, somehow earry out the atmosphere tnat 
nothing in the house is quite in tune,--and seemingly never can be. 
“unt -emmi. says that if she were ev r to undertake doing over the 
nertzog place,'she would start in by burning th house aown, and then 
possibly eouna begin something by way of mazing the pltoe livable. 

/ 

'!• loaned at the stocks which are kept in ths basement, a long 
pair cap ble of "aeeomodating sin offenders, >na we were interested 
in the square bricks in what had once been the floor of the front 
gallery but which now was merely the spajae under the a.ront xoreh. 

i scarcely need aud that I was delighted when we were able to 
i it away from the place. *«« dropped by w amnie, Jr. in ^loutierville 
'for tea, returning to ^elrose for supper, ana hence to my maisonette 
where celeste came ■ ith ~unt "amraie to knit for a while, M or our 
part, "unt v ammis and I worked on th- index for her Plantation 

scraobooks. 


**u 




w eleste drove me up to naehitoehes early this morning, after 
a less leisurely breakfast on my part’ than usual. 

■‘■nsfcead of taking the cement road, we went by way of the liver 
road, and for the first time ± had a chance to see the old ^ruahomme 
houses along the way. 1 remember so well the Prudhommes that appear¬ 
ed -in the "'iary of the young man whom Lyle quoted from in OLD 
LOUISIANA. I shoulo certainly like to r ad that book again, now that 
I am living in the midst of the country that it refers to in the Diary. 

M hat a pity that none of these a rkies, old or young, e&n read. 
w ertainly a Hottentot secretary would be so ething that would set 
the neighborhood e rocking, 

‘A* he thing that impressed me about the Hruanomine houses were, their 
modesty, i suppose most of them were built in the planter type 
daysbefore elegante got out of hand and moved up to the ostentation 
mark. I must stop by one of these places to call with ~unt Gammia one 
of these days, as I imagine they are lovely inside, as most of the 
old nlanter houses were. 

**e returned before dinner, after which 1 returned to my tyre- 
writer for a bit. I discovered that while I had been in town, 
my house had been fixed up, ana “utn '"ammie must have been cracking 
the whip, because all was shipshape as it is whether she is her® or 
not, but so enow there is always evidence of an adaeu floueh if she 
has b.en supervising. ' L oday, for instance, there were two lovely 
bouquets,-,-one on my big table and one on the smaller round one. 

-‘■his afternoon it rained. x he weather is really too warm for 
a fire in the hearth, but it looks so cosy, I enjoy seeping a few 
logs going. *<e read some of the days from the years 1655, 166k 
and were about to go into 1665 when supper rang. I enjoyed the 
~iary, not only for itself, but more so because it recalled so many 
thin s to Aunt ""ammie who made every page live again. Once her 
Grandfather mentioned having caught a eub, and so 1 asked if it were 
true as I had heard that there were bears in the great cain fields. 

She assured me that it was so, and said that ^heodore "’Dosevelt 
used to corns down to her Uncle -Crank ^arret 1 s or Prank Irwin's to 
hunt with'him. 1 had- heard before that T. hunted in about every 
place I had ever ateamed of, but a Louisiana cane-brake was a spot 
undreamed of for bear hunting so far as 1 was concerned. 

s_ *■ 

no mail for me toaay, but much for "unt ' # ammi«, including books 
from Alexander “oo^eott who, had autographed them and forwarded them 
from "'alias. “o'uina had written a smart note, too* whieh gave 
both “unt ’"arnmie and me a good round of merriment, and she inclosed 
the developed pictures of Foster's Mouna ana the Eayman place whieh 
* enjoyed much. A telegram from Kenneth and *‘uao|)ph today, saying- 
they were running over from Denton this evening, and will arrive 
about mid-night, so a shall look at pictures now and possibly receive 
them later, as “unt '*ammie isn’t feeling ve y well and has gone to 
re t and as the boys are not at home, I seem to be the only one 
about except for the darkies and, my li ttle canine friends. 
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Nov. 17th - Saturday. * 

i'hc -^endolphs arrived last night a little after twelve. 

Not feaelin^ very well, **unt oammie haa xetirea early, ana I Eoeoraig- 
ly fiddled arou a until the dogs on my si gallery announced their 
arrival. 

We eahttea lief ore ray heart for an nour or so, ana they went 
over to -yle's cabin wher tjaey were to stay to light the fires and 
what not, x hey brought me a smart lounging suit, ana so * came 
back ana "lounged " a bit before going to sleep. 

I declined their invitation to have bre kfast with them this 

m orning, thinking it better that they be freed of any thought of 
guests so that they might get under power at their leisure after 
their long .journey. 

h«-Pore mid-morning co fee, they came over to see me, and 
^unt w amraie .joined us, for a nice long eh t before the heart and 
a tour of the garden before lunch—or dinner. Muck of the talk 
was of weaving: of which 1 understood little or nothing but 1 was 
glad to sit in on the dconversation ana so get better acquainted 
through assimilating personalities that operata more freely while 
on subjects that are of primary interest to them. 

Kenneth was very interesting in is account of the miero-film 
recoraing of buo^s of a film which enables tnier chole to e of have 
fae-similies of any booK. which other libraries, whieh they may care 
to borrow. It seems the film is ver t v sraal,--- 4 * gather* about & half 
or quarter of an inch in width, ana is so placed in the camera that 
it will r-e a or a page after page of a boon, about five-thousand pages 
being recorded in a day' of six or seven hours, so that when this 
film is projected on the screen the resaer may have a clear reprodue 
tion of each pug# in a size that will be equall,--or if desired 1 ! 
greater in size that the original, ‘‘hen not in use, the film may 
be returned to is small metal container, thus creating a permanent 
records of any volume in fac-similie for storage in a tiny space. 

I understand that the re corns of many institutions such as banks, 
insurance houses, etc., are making use of this new invention as 
a solution tu their storing problem for vast quantities of records 
that otherwise may be hopelessly vast ana consequently inaccessible.. 
The USV YORK fliiiSS is also being micro-filmed, too, as x suppose 
other newspapers my be, ana tr.is will surely be a r-e or a of in¬ 
finite ,T alue and convenience for reference, purposes later, now 
I wish sueh a recording might have been made of all American papers 
from the beginning of their publication 
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no. 1/uii - cont. — 

‘ : *i ou ti*rville family came aown for uinner, una after supper 
we eiinttea until after eight in nunt ^ammie 1 s room. Vf# then 
retired for fireside chat in gyle’s e&bin, with excellent dri 
drinks and hence home for lounging and a new day. 













"'That with cloudy weather and occasional drizzles, the 
inside see sd more conducive to conversation that the garden, and 
so the ""•fldulp s and **unt w ammie did a round of the loom house and ■ 
went pretty thoroughly into weaving problems. I stayed long enough 
for a discussion of the “•amie problem, learning for the first time 
theVaxtreeme durability of this materil when woven into cloth. 

Using 100 as a basis for its durability, it is said th t linen 
would rate about n5 and so on down to rayon which would carry about 

7 per cent. No wonaer ~unt w ammie is interested in her patch 

of -'ami. am is thrilled by its possibilin-» t 

* xoo puobiuuici«s as a commodity for 

hr? . at ti.no 
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Nov. 16th. * J unaay. 


Yp as soon as t ha first ays -er gray of aawn spread its fan 
a Gross the east, and out for a short turn in the formal garden 
surrounding tha African House, behind which ^unt w atimie lias pro¬ 
mised we shall open the neaged in fenee with a wicket, and in 
tha firleas beyond shall create our little lake whieh we shall 
plant with white anu pink water lilies and people with a few nice 
swan. 1 wanted to sac just how this land lay, ana if^we aannot 
have a little rivulet t&at will run awon to the ^ain *‘iver at the 
far end of this new park. 1 nope, too, that ws can built a little 
mill on this lane line the one at "ersailles. I think it wiuld 
make a lovely guest house or book ana map house. 

fhe boys e&lled on me about nine, and we joined ~unt ^ammie in 
the big house. where ^■nneth and. I sat before the fixe while 
the ~ A ad8m and -‘■udolph selected shrubs ana various plantings for 
the -t-endolph gardens, 

x hey left for Shreveport around ten, where they will.hive 
lunch with ^obina, and hence ill drive to ^enton whet they hope 
to be around seven this evening. 

fhe W 1outirville family cane for dinnerand Charles Mazerette 
same over too from his f rn down in the country, ^s uuual, he 
drove in his buggy with the colt trailing along as a spare. 

After dinner we wandered. aown bythe rivers edge, across the 
road from the gardens of the big house, fhe re are splendid ex- 
anpl?s of water lilies, lotus and raie iris down here in this little 
haven under the hill, ^nee "unt ^ammie had given it a lot of 
attention,. but has concentrated on other sections of the gardens 
lately, so that this n;.rt has suffered from the onslaught of 
new growth, fhe variety of different growths is astonishing. 

With several barns, garages, ete^.'buit on this side of the 
roaa, muah of the potential beauty of the stop has been temporarily 
marreo, This seems doubly regrettable since the River, in flowing 
by these gardens,--and which should of course be their soul of 
beautfy ann attraetivenesss, is entirely dicregardedn and blotted 
out. When wc start building the swan's lake, j. shall certainly 
see-to it that the'garden at that ena of the property runs down tor 
the river Itself so th t we may gain the maximum of beauty from 
it, ossibly this will automatically correjet the neglect on the 
front of the residence. 

After dinner w® all restaa for an hour, had coffee in my house, 
and then went riding to dote "eyeuse, as mentioned- so frequently 
and so intimately in the niary section of the boon. We saw all 
the Tuhemme and Gloutier places he mentions in his Look, the lane 
in which he used to alk with his blackstone. oafortu.n tely his 
h,r has been destroyed Aunt w ammie has the complete three 
volumes of this -^iary in her library hew much x wish we were together 
to read these volumes together and visit these old plantations 
in mutual enthusiasm to make these , little pilgrimages twice as 
precious. 




- ■ --- X X UUliUlllIJj 

auti.r uwigis.-bringlag th. pUBt.ti.* .wn.rs i»t. .i« s . 
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latlonship. ObvioiiGly th. aotton in tnt.-b.llum days brought in 
a substantial inooms for so many plantations of limit.d proauation 
to live so so well. 

Aunt w emmi„e has of course known many of these families, some of 
whom passed through’those. trying days when u eneral --an as swept 
along these river roads of x sle ^revelle, burning all the polantation 
houses, today’s visit makes it clear enough;why ^00 houses could 
have been burned along the banks. x suppose it is remarkable th-t 
places like ^elrose, w ashmere plantation ana others did not b o up 
in smoke, too. ^ couple of details about -ashmere, as tola to 
“unt -aramie by the owner sets out how *abhmere escaped. A he mistres 

of the rl.oe explained to **unt ''ammie that the house, whieh was n* 
new at „the time Banks arrived, was saved by the quieki thinking 
v af the head of the household who placed red caps on the childrens 
heads, aunt ^ammie said she had known that red e&ps were indica¬ 
tive of only one things.--showing the traveler a man who would 
carry his suitcase, but she never knew a red cap would carry a 
plantation, too. 


^un t 

back 


"arnnie *jieW one of the old Phudhumme ladies who died some 
time back at the age of 90. Somehow her plantation had escaped the 
firebrands of General ana stil stands to this day. After 

the war she made a trip to -Oaltimore with her son who ent there 
to study dentistry. w la servants have said that when Madame x rud- 
homme started out for this rather extenu tr p,-** x suppose it lasted 
several years, she instructed everyone to keep the house just as it 
was, and that she even left money in the dresser drawers, ef*., in- 


/"i i at, +• i nr 


-P^ t-V. 


.1 M 


t 'lr.A hi 1 1 tv of 


.established order 


In Baltimore, her son married a Maryland belle and they event¬ 
ually returned to isle ^revelle to live, uld ^adame Prudhomme had 
one eccentricity,— she had an enormous chest kept under her great 
fourposter bed, and no one was ever allowed to touch it. /hen she 
died a few years ago, the younger 'ad&me x rudh©mme immediately calls 
■ ed in a 1 dy from an adjoining x ‘rudhomne plantation, ana before 
fhe old. lady .was buried, they opened this great chest which hasd. 
stayed so long beneath the grs~t bed. It contained a marvelous 
treasure of silver, plates, pi tters, knives and spoons and Heaven 
kiiows what 11. It would rpe.r that the y on n L er Madame Prudho me 


diu ,'t set to high a store by it, as she 
soup lad^ls to pxxsx prop open uOcrs, 
young Madame -ruoho me ' s family, uni- 


usea the great silver 


■his 

she 


silver is still in the 
ha- tfcXKRg* thrown it 


















name before sundown, supper, and au revcir to the ^loutiervilles 
before five thirty, ^unt w *rnmie retired immediately, and I sat on 
m y gallery for a while, enjoying tha close of ,this warm summer s 
aav which has seemed more like »^ay than November. I stretched ou 
on my sofa for a while to listen to u rson “ells do the u araen of 
~llah, with the only light corning from the hearth, and fr^m my 
beloved s/uatorzien window from whih -*■ watched the bright southern 
stars twinkle in their eurtain of gray blue fc auze. 
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Wove. AOth - Monday. 

^Bother bef.utfful, ^ay-like morning. early, bathed and 

sh via before breekfast, and so ready t® further explore the 
site of the new garden behind the African House, 

Betted out quite a stack of mail before n®on, and w»s e®nsoqu«ntly 
r®edy t® b®lt ofr the big house when I heard the dinner b«ll, »/e 
haa ®ur first sample of the new cook's handiwork, ana while she 
had said that she Qian t know how to eo®k but eoulo sure le rn, I 
was convinced that she^was getting places fast, even though she was 
a little confused about setting the table nd how t® serve without 
olemenee's help, for ^lemsuee had oeen b put to bod, and the new 
®o®k was more or less on her own, 

Slmer, of all things, is her name, and she is a likeable young¬ 
ish **unt«Jemima. , with a beaming free ana a Kinuly v®i«e. »«hen the 
®nly remaining people left at the table were ~*unt Jammie tnd I, 
iSihmor t earn® in to remove the dishes, and *~unt ^ammie engaged her in 
a tit of eonversation. ?irst ®f all there was the quertieji ®f the 
•hiekens which ^Imer had brought with her when she moved to her 
eabin ®n the n 1 station. fwo of these, it seems disappeared the 
first night she arrived. As she pointed out to "unt w ammie: 

W I ghur knowed who got dem chickens. Dot nigger next door to 
me, he- some over and split wood for me. I seen him eyeing dem 
thickens and whar des roostin' and I tells him I can see whnr my 
chicken am a-goin' if fioy goes. And shu ' nuf, aes gwine went". 

It's fun to listen in on suth oonversat ions ana usually a si 6 ht to 
contemplate, tij, because the "get ups" these simple fold effect, is 
frequently funny anu sometimes rather pie sant to the eye and imagina¬ 
tion. 1 suppose -^lmer is about 30, although she might be more #r 
less. ©he is rather fat, wears no ear set and exuaes much about the 
ws ste-line. nor toleq is rioh ohotolate, rather shinny, and her 
teeth are strikingly white. Her hsuband Killed a white man in c 
saloon on the plantation, and although it i the consensus of opinion 
that the white man deserved it and that society lost little ox nothing, 
still, in Louisiana, a negro just doesn’t kill a white man, and 
so Elmer's husband vanished in the night and has never returned, leav¬ 
ing her with tree children. It of c a. i s® goes without sayijag that 
he tan never let hi self be^found in Louisiana a L ain, and so 31mor 
is just as sure a whidow as thogh her husband wore dead. 

"its a shame, Aimer, that you had to loose fceur ehitktns," 

*-unt w *mmie observed,"but re ember x told , you to sell everything 
before you tame. dure enough, if you a on t watch out, that same 
man,--ana x know him because he steals plenty of my peers and things,-- 
he'll steal you end your children, too". 

"Yassum,” -Imer agreed in principle, "-©ut he ain't gwine to 
steal me and the ehilluia, ' cause we ’se juss expenses, ...nd ain't noboay 
gwine t' steal d»t." 


Hov. >Tth - coat. 

■‘Pint oammie came over for mid-afters on coffee, and we started 
to do some writing together, but wc didn't get very far, for first 
Hits came about something in the house, and then JJ'rank returned for 
the coffee and to receive instructions for ©am -©rown and ©-egin, and 
then followed Aimer for instructions about supper. It seems that 
^lemence hasn't been much of a help to her be© use she has prefered 
to do the whork herself rather than show poor “Inner. Hut in ex- , 
plaining the situation Aimer made it quite el ear that she didn't 
want the Hadam to say anything to ALemenee because she didn't want 
"ne hard feelin's" with her. 

After supper, wo sat and talked a t the table for a tine. It was 
already d rk outside. Aimer had taken out the dishes and had been 
alone in the kitchen when sud only we heard much giggling going on 
out there. x *rank had come in, and thinking Aimer h d gone home, was 
startled to find her doing dishes in the- Kitchen which was pitch 
dark. I don't know whst. er she thought that this was the custom 
©r whether she didn't want to disturb the ^ad&rn, but whatever it was 
she gave -Crank a surprise with her rattling -.round with her dis- 
n&n in the dark, and after the surprise, he automatically was moved 
to the giggles and accordingly had a wonderful time polling fun at 
poor "-unt Jemima. 

Aunt ^ammie retired early, and I worked for a while by my 
window, but the night seined to© precious to be wasted by staging 
insiae .and so I took a. walk down to in xk ivor a nd back. I am so 
impressed by the vast difference in the ©outhern sky as opposed to 
th t of Hew York. x hexe is always seems such a dark, blue-black eolar 
while here it always seems so much leh lighter, like a soft gray, powd 
b ue, with somehow an Edoea brilliancy to th stars and moon on nights 
such as. we are having now. It seems like- such e long &i8t .net 
bacK that I saw t e full moon rising eoposite'lookout fountain. 
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Nov. List - Tuesday. 


Another beautiful rese-dgr&y dawn and Hrank tame early 
with my coffee, ana like a kindly Louisiana Prometheus,, kindled 
his accustomed morning fire. 

A dashed through a aold shower and shave and was listening to 
Press-Hadi© news when he returned with my breakfast. 


At eight-thirty I met celeste and 
‘Othitoohes wher© x haa a session with 
md picked up plenty ef local gossip. 


together we 
Dr. Ile w oik, 


drove te 
the dentist 


The color-line in ^aohitoehes was the subject ef mueh con¬ 
templation by the local citizeHery. -‘■'here have been several 
versions ef the current problem, but this is what I dedueted as 
approximating the truth: 


The w a 
whites, fun 
aside prime 
and mulatto 
brotherhood 
the mulatt 
eelebra tion 
is raising 
Mulatte fe« 
Negro Just 
markation b 


thelie w hureh in DathiteeneS, ordained for worship by 
etions normally, but another ~ath©lie church, is set , 
rily for colored people, and in this ^hureh, both negro 
celebrate the religion based on tne theory of the 
ef man, alt rough the distinction between the negro and 
o eecses to esist in every detail except the actual 
ef the “‘ass. All social gatherings and common endeavor 
funds, etc., is strickly divided into two groups, the 
ling the presence of a color line between him and the 
as distinctly as the White man feels the line ef do- 
etween himself and the mulatto. 


A white priest, officiating in this “hureh of color, deter¬ 
mined to aestroy this eolor barrier by asking the negroes to attend 
a social gathering in the lurch's rtccrcttioB Hall at an evening’s 
entertainment engineered by the mulatto's. 1 he mulattoes, however, 
had different iaeas, ana therefore posted a member of their 
group at the doer, with instructions that in the event any 
negroes should try to attend the meeting-, they should be advised 
that this gathering was for ^ul&ttoes ana that the nog ores were 
■free to use the ^all at any other time convenient for them te 
hold their meeting. 

It is the concensus ef opinion among those who have lived 
len L in this region, that the preist made a grave error in trying 
to effect such t gathering of two groups which are so thoroughly 
conscious * each ef their own differences ana superiority. 

Shortly after mul&ttoes began to arrive, a few negroes pre¬ 
sented themselves at the door, but were adviseu by the doorman that 
the meeting was for mulcttoes exclusively. Phis maae tho negrwes 
ripping mad, .nd, knowing that the mulate who advised them regard¬ 
ing the finer points ef the meeting was employed in a local 
movie house, the ntgores went airectly te the manager ef the 
theatre and vehemently denounced the mulate te the manager of 
tne movie place, swaring that the negroes, eu masse, would hence¬ 
forth boycott tho house if the mulatto omployoo wero not aisehargod 
immodit toly. The manager therupon fired the mulate. 


•no so 


tho town buzzes, many taking up the cudgel for tho 


is ^ ! Es a 9: 

to do something which is doomed to failure before it is ~ 
tried. 

It is rather surprising that white clergy in this region 
. Viv®d here for years so frequently seem unmmdful of 

for no good reason. \ 

A .f s* in print is »la * ether -aumgirten wh.Wies b.«n h.re 
1- *ett»yer' ^-.Xit".?. 

vzt ufe%”! S*tS r 5-. # U-'Si r .S, 1 :«. «r.*ee« i» 

t«ts *e.h tent was lahlsd by its various trouns, 8. that th. 

ra‘t«nt was elearlv visible as to character, as was all t »c 
neg.ro tent was * , «hurches which were sponsoring 

attath 1 a*streamer ^thf Sat^MM. 

‘ut this he prupesed t, d. uBtil -unt -*mi. 

thi.t seme el the »xae~ f £ reB , h - r , u i« ancestry, and that 

labeling the mulatt* tent by su.h * “tie* as 
would stir up plenty of needless animosity* 
was accordingly disposed of,--and wisely so. 

.there are three priests here at the “ett.jr.r -har.h at •..lr**..-- 
ix.8T.li alang kniws why there sh.ulo be mer. than .x . h 

sr* K." “ r. 1 ”*;:.::" 

ia.es in his eo^regatiun will net seem *ut “^“‘^t ^at these 

1 * f * JU tati^r.f -hrLt'dt ter**their^fleelc, but s.m.h.w i feel 
th* t*there^is*a nr.tty stang arena .f Ifcth 

permeating th. regie*. “ emvent h6s lt 

teaches abeut 300 mulatt. children a y*~ * th f.urty 

- “ 4 -.~- 

, v n ,,, x g li.ve it is nr.tty generally admitted that the eelered 
man has far greater intuitive newers than^Jhlt. nan. 

Gammie seys she sl-ays a Unquestionably most of 

ing than his without col . twite as intcllcgcnt 

the negroes and mulatto^.s 1 ha e if aHy # f them 

as the white man, in spUe •£ the f problem y ef the nation 

can either read or write. Until the economic prwui.m 
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hes o..n salved, * suppase there will be little ehan•• at ett.ek- 
th# color problem and determining the status ef c^ler in 
ergsaize* setiety, ,nd whether eel.r will''•;« be werthy ef e 
pltee beside the white n»s,~e*d if the white mtn will ever be 
able ta caracete with eeler in the event that enee given fcn equal 
status ,v the eeler may preve itself superior ta the white. 

After three hundred ye?rs sine* ealer was introduced into 
nothin? aesns ta have done that mpreaehee any sert ef 
e sausf.etary ef the ealer nr.blem, her has the emancipa¬ 

tion ef eeler done very much to bring about an aeeepttble soli tisn 
of this complex problem. An . nglishman, sos:'Icing *- wsr wrote a 
few years back: 

lt Pe■.«© ©n earth we pray and sing it < 

A^nd “pay a thousand priests t® bring it, 

But after two thousand years ©f saying. ^ass,-- 
Vt'v© get as far as prison gas.” 

-no farm where I sit, it would tonear that we have boon 
about as brilliantly su««essful in solving the color question. 

x'he u o©a "oak says that the fields are white far th® harvest 

Somehow I sense in all sections of the country a feeling 
toward color not unlike what some wit of the 18th century er,vstallzea 
in sentence ra L rcing the common pe®ple Below the lesser nouilitj 
begin the higher animals.” Particularly is this true in the 
i»,rth and ast where people are slowly becoming e.nseioue e-f dolor 
whereas in the -©uth, 1©% h ving reeognizea owler.the pi&o-ls *n 
the other sine of the line ne treated t little more as though 
they were a responsibility of the white siae of the line. 

I cannot help but wonder, hoever, if interruption; 


3 


64 


Ji®v, 2and- Wednesday. 


:hese are nights 
poetry beeemes mere the 


that are 
coming 


filled with musie.* 
©f a new day: 


Henry van ^yke's 


’’What time the rose ©f dawn, 

is laid across the lips of night, _ 

■^nd all the drowsy little stars have fallen asleep in light, 
r is then a wnadering wind awaykes 
**nd f runs from tree to tree, 

~ncl borrows words from &11 the birs 
*® sound the reveillie”. 

Seneath this southern moon, one senses more astutely than in 
©the climes that when half of nature goes to sleep with the setting 
ef the sun, another halfinstinotively awakes, and so projects a movement 
??nd murmur ©f life all through the night. 


erhaps this activity is more apparent on moonlit nights, 

1 . . V n n _“1 "1 4- U a-P ll i 


since 


an ample chorus ef feathered friends swells the whisper ©f ni L nt into 
an undulating song that sometimes hushes itself toward silence only 
to swell .it again toward a distinctly audible message. 

The moon was hi t ,h last evening before the sun was spent, so that 
the borrowed light ©f the satelite smoothed the bridge from majer to m 
minor ef the insects song when the fire in the west dissolved int© the 
silver shine of the moon. 

Aunt “ammie dropueu by before supper to tell me that Lyle had 
telephoned from **®w w rleans to say th- t he would not be able to . 
eome an th® evening train. She was depressed, and x thought a little 
turn through the garden with her would would do us both good. 

We strolled by the --frioan House, arid back to the r< ; i garden, peering 
through the fenee where the wicket is to be e onset led, ana beyond wh;«h 
the new srtifioiol lake will be laid out and swans will swim ano g 
dream. In suite of her disappointment, she could turn from one suojett 
ta another in a manner which 1 found extraordinary, since have never 
known anyone who could dominate, and seemingly eradicate disappointments 
with such apparent success. I was sorry to hear th© dinner bell, for 
I should have gladly walked in the evening light much longer. 

Supper was & hilarity, approximating the noon meal ef a few hours 
earlier, ~t the mid-day meal, ^Irner, the *©ak, had worn an enormous 
black hat on her head, in strieking contrast to the yellow stocking 
leg with an artificial flower stuck in it, which she had effected the 
day before. Tonight, to my disappointment, she wore no ht^u ^get.r. 

Much of the dot ils of table setting had been ©ver-leekoa, with * 
speroity of bread plates and a dearth of soup-spoons for which wo had 
no-need. ~ulat sarnie had especially requested toast be served for 
ban, but no toast appearea. Askea if she haa foigotten it, -lmer said 
she hadn't, “he didn t serve any toast because she didn t know what 
toast was or how one ffisdo it. ~u»t -aramie was marvelous. -he merely^ 
saidi”^hat's alright -lraor, — you'll learn ana then it will bo easy . 

I am beginning to realize why a trained servant on t plantation is s© 

highly prized. 












,p~*r 
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wty f.r Hi* th. eiifel. b. is, he h.s ba.u h.lpin fa her ,.t used t. 

**."** d»mc.iae. j?r*nk end ~unt -ernmie had mu«h talk ratardiag the 
pr.8-r.ssb ing made, with ...asi.na r.narlcs oy -lm.r whS is mkiw 
11 d * itar \ t9 eue.eed, peer thing, but is getting IZTt t e far up 
. moment, fas a person who can't swim, who, upon finding h mself 

Ust f.uaa hi m sei r ?? heS fUrljUs1 ^ !• -til where"he 


-gfcin it bore Itself upon me what t savins 

" _ ,, 1 ... _ ... _ C’ O * 


* vminj* s toh^Vn“t s,e 'sin, thing" funny'‘1/ma't the*sh!rt^ -h. 

morrow. rfhat with t full family for din nor ond • %?- £ 5 * , 

* m f* sts - I ‘Mm the ii tehen^sestiea and the turi^ P^bUm^urht t 
be mrghty. *r_nk had planned t„ g. to the .hureh rter* P th.rei*f 
sp*«i 1 serviee fur the *bth anniversary «f father “"Lrto'hlr 
VI ee an the -.tt.y.r .nur.h. -rank s, ia he thought he w.uldn t ! but 
r ther waula st L ek by lmer in the kit.h.u, Bin*. neither rate er ’ * 

i.menee w.uld be with her beeurse «f the servi**, 

« a ihr >l 1,se *-gwiH« t© uV'T&nk soberly observed " is ta ret 

dress and put on tnarrow, and then I'll be in the’pl e, y.£ needs me." 

_ . ' V rank M.ren, you're * sight. Y.u'll do n.thinc af the sort" 
unt ^ernnle .rana.red ltughin ly. " In the first nl„M, yen Wt lll to 

Itm l a . S Sr*%! ar bther 88 y«» Md planned. Vwr.t? 

Bish!ns kill ? # * B ’ t,Uinfe hlm n "‘ ta let ell these nri.sts and 

1 sr jps Jim him of" tomorrow, -ad you. Tank h*v> - +Z 

serviee lathe .hur.h and see hew tni« -. f .,,d T'n v tV , the 

with -lmer in the iitehen." 6 ti- ’ a,jd 1 11 wetr th * dr 'SS 

left Vh *" „r 1 ‘: ilE f®r the marrow were finished and the servants had 

ifin "zr.,t‘*T h #f *?• “t*^ 88 

nistery ef ,'eli.ian -arrisL ^f^ur AT it Inl'l * - at 

.0 entEBgled in other interesting articles, that the loss’wf ana 
was oomnan rj 2 tnri -Paa-r v-,. *.1. _ ** -iwos ox one lev-el 

gjz?% ?x r ?' irfnt i ‘:b t :ik":i'y t s rr oi0£?rthw 

by which through ovarltir.ri^bor "th*^^ml-ht^withl^lB 6 T " trU * 

*: sard's::. lr 

aia cvcntufilly get bfaclc to -frict, but were not loin- in writin 

K'“;:;.r u " >--■ u^t.i^:?5s ;:„sr 

»^c Sfaiu goodnight &Ljut eight-thirty end 1 ^ a ^ m u 

Sjk“» “ •• JLT.K.:r:,‘;„K ks&T"- 

® e b f-<r V * hlls by my gl.win b heath, listeniin ta same 'etzart 
r8ai *> bM d«ing »ut af tj,. windaw at the p^«ful 

.*:?• ““"2 ss rss 

n lingerea on m the "«st, ana s *l rumpled sound, of th* noor in«&r- 
eerateu eJbb.lers, seemingly sensing an impending sw.rd .f'Deni.l.s 
a delieiaus Spring-like m.rning, 6 warm sunny hour an the gallery g.ing 
trh.ugh mail that means everything worth while t» me',--missies ef life 


Nov. k&nd, - «®n«luded. 66 

from those I lcve end whose messages in one form ©r another, bring 
their hearts to make my hesrt the wprmer t no ?- lil®, tire t d y oeleions, 
more f ul som* * ana worth while, hnd. *ub t oammi* who somehow mikes every’ 
thin- have an addeo- value, and /rank and -lmer, and bam Town and 
all,' to make the little fas«onts of color that so enehantingly eatoh 
the flare from the great be son that shines for us all. -^©morrow is 
supposed to be thanksgiving. ^ or me it .will be so,--but no more so 

than today. 




f 
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u« # r X i v but lingered 1©% over my delicious gie&kfast, £Xia listen- 
im the news^rosdcpsts whieh were of n© especial interest, but 
es i fill-in tjad &not excuse t® have another round ®f ® w ’- x ® e xW 
another saucer fer ©id w n«le ‘*hit« 2 o©t. 


*iBliifchsd most a? ray mail "before nine thrity when 
h<.t ~*unt w emmie would like ne to have mid-mornm* 


say th 
at the big house. 


'lenience came t© 
'coffee with her 


fauna, here in 
sitting on the div^n 


* dressia, gew*-- th« first time * ever did,--end 
A the f At ef her tig bed. with e visiter sitting 
in fc neighboring Hitir. H seems t t -unt %mmie hta hid t t.u.h .f 
nleurisy during the night, end. wts &««*iUiu b ly E«i»6 -l»n b -1* A - 
tadsy. “rank will need thet dress, - do Believe. 

' -he visiter was “esseline , whe figured in via 'tuisUML the 

seetien abent “hriStraus at “elr.se. -he is e geed ?unv but 

us»d td'eeeit fer "unt “ammie. **t ene tine she was the wife *f uny, 

«.h tie! unte th* other en.th.r «te. 

the , end,--- know net where but suppose toward tdarae Albert .aqi 
hou se. 

In spite ef her eenoition, “unt “tramie was equal to many <.h‘< rty 
l,u t to, ana “esseline was net remiss in previain b t f 1 \ 

farmer mistress ana servant reviewed eld tines and remarked up.n the 

present. 

-1 Q^ems tbi t esseline 1 s husband has already exhausted all his 
.ash whieh he earned from eotton. * top ef this he has seeurea a ear,- 
thrui.h ° n belietfe. ^eaven Knows how they will 0 et tureen 

the wSnSsiliiie hid driven ever t» elrese to purchase same stu lng u r 
a mattress but diseoverea after she arrived that sue V“ a 'V i»h*C 

meney. “unt “enmi. announced that she would the^taew*d”r- 

with hfcVin b a ear and all. -esseline merely higgl'd sne ai* - 

feetly well that ~unt ^emraie would provide her with a little s -P 
for the st©r« which would produce the material she wanted. 


”xt serves you right t@ h 
SL.id with ft twinkle in her eye 

a ear”. 


,ve t© Sleen ©n the floor" , ~unt w amraie 
’\h.int none ©f y© u get any sens© havin 


"Yaass’um. yass mam, Mss Henry, you sh.u is right, -ut you see 
we'se-all get a ear new, and new we shu dees need it te lrde eur tro 

s away”. ' 

”L©ray, Messeline, all y©u felKS is just aliK©. Aint ne use tryin’ 
te get any sense into y®ur heads, But after all, d * ^ fll 

mere than we have, ’cause yeu den’t war thy^abeut nut hi a . *■<* e £l1 
are a-worrin’ about eur selves and y©u t@e. 

"It shu am de truth, mam ana ae L ra knew we ©in t get ne business 
wiv & ear". 



i 
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Nov. 23rd, - cent, a 

Aunt laramie was geed t© put ©n such a show fer my benefit. It 
was clear thet she wan’t up t© f©rm physically and her voice shewed 
the effect ©f the pleurisy under whieh she was suffering. But as 
I sipped my «©ffe®, she kept “‘••sselija© chattering along in £ 
f&shi©n that would clearly display all these basic qualities cf the 
race whieh she s© xnx distinctively typified. Fer ^esseline negr© 
with a lust!©us eholeate eoler, deep, rich and velvety that her 
werk in 'the cotton patch hasn't been able t© mar. ^hat's more she 
is silly, kind hearted, animel-liKc, G©d fearing, happy-go-lucky, 
s®ber, quicK t© find humor in any situation and with a directness 
at arriving at profound truths that a savant could ©nly wonder at 
ana wish he hadn’t wasted a life time seeking a uxiiversel that 
Mccsclintripplcs ©ff the end ©f her carmine lipsas thoughtlesslyas a 
duck shakes water ©ff its tale upon climbing out of a p©nd. 

As a leader, **unt Jamraie mentioned something abeut seme ©ne 
who werked for her wearing a wig. Messeline mentioned that her 
wonther used to wear ©ne. I understand many g negressses a©. It 
seems even ''lememee swears she will net appear in the big road after 
dark without wearing hers. But Messeline's mother had trouble 
keeping hers, which “unt w amnie had beugth for her. one night 
her husband got mad at her and the sing her about the cabin, caught 
hold of it, tore it eff ana filing it into the fire, -unt Cammie 
get after him for thet, saying that he would have to pay tv her 
for it, since -it was hers. ©ourSw she never dreamed that he 

would, and needless to say she was right. Another time a rumpus 
flared in th® cabin where Messeline's mother lived. After her again, 
her husband chased her about the place, but she succeeded in eluding 
him and crawled under the bed so he couldu t get her. But she for¬ 
get t® pull ©ne f®et behind her ana her husband accordingly drew a 
gun and shot her through the instep. He then raced ©ver t® Mint 
damraie excitedly and announced that his wife had shot herself through 
the foot. it was e nretty serious matter so f r as her recovery went 
and s© Aunt w amraie dragged her to “hreVepert, ninety miles away te 
a hespitcl. It war obvious to the deeters that the wound could 
net have been self-inflisted, but n® charges were brought against 
the husband. **unt G^rami'e used to make him g© t© “hrevepert t© see 
her, but after a trin ®r tw©, he balked. Aunt w ammie upbraided him 
but be countered with this:"I©u knew. Madam, I'se got as much need. 

•f Shreveport as a aetd man's get ®f ae world." —«-no that ended 
that episode..... 

Byle came up fr©m x, ew Orleans ©n the eight c'tl©ck train. 

^ftcr hs had paid, his devoirs at the big house, he called ©n me 
and we went ©ver t© his house and talked long ©n plantations and 
whatnot. Frank had roaring fires going, ana he was d©light©d 
when ^yle t©ld him how nicely Frank’s son was maning out in his 
new job at the At. '“'harles in Bow ^rleans. There is seme thing 
imuerial in Lyle's capacity te concern himself with the clings ef 
all his friends, both*whit© arid e©l©rod, that it is readily under¬ 
standable how everyone is attracted t© a persomlitys# lavishly 
ena©w©d with a genuine concern fer the happiness ef th® individual, 

Uf surr8Bt 6* in E8 •» ia Hew -rle.jie he sp.^e mu«h 


Sinclair 
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Lewis is is tews •••erding t... report he is t. 
druing the -inter with his HUM, » ea.risg ehila ef s*» “ 
serethy 4i.raps.Ji is erpeeted to ris'.t the eity Ut.ru, the seesen. __ 
I lerrn for the first time that a certain author sallea -^via eh n, 

L “ siniler «me living in Mississippi, ..IUUr.t.8 with HIM 
5h.SJs« eelunns, H. the -sties w..ild en 0 .y th«t 

raersel* 

•Te soene much ef -rsee Ming, tee, when Lyle h«=a hnewn f.r 
yeers. He deseribed her ss a smell, whisppy white b»iredt.w-rd 
with great brewa eyes and a deeided tendeney tewerd preteatlea teward 
those whom she did not know well. 1 suspect that this letter 
"virtue” never get late full'play with Lyle, fer he se exudes an 
absence ef anything bordering ea paeteatiea that 1 should inb 
ha eeuld have easily uefluted ^adara king .possibly without either ef 
them*realizing that he t.ulo set her feet en the ground. He mentioned 
a het summer's Sunday afternoon a number ef years a b o when he 
rt«!vedTfhiiti. n.W«B fr.m *.... H. rush.d ,v«r td h.r h«s. f 
prepared fer almost any eventuality, ana wts momentarily relieved 
te find her dressed in white, striding up an dawn her great Sales, 

whiih W1.S psdPlea with gh.stly furuitdr. i. whit, slip .uv.rs .nd re- 
splendent with glittering ehandeliers. In her left had o. 
weilding a p.lm°leaf fan mighitly, her billewy tresses waving 
first te the right oi her face and then te the left as the f n 
passea frantically before her fate. -n her left hand she was 
elut chin* a letter from her hew *@rk publishers, ana it 
was this messages that had se turned her world tospy-turvy. In 
it they had beg her p rden for bring up the matter, but they aid 
wish to touch an the fact that the memerirs fer which she was 
under contract with them were aver a year passed due and since 
no one tan foresee the eventualities e p the distant future te© 
clearly, might they not hops to have the manuscript within the 
near future, "Hss ^ing was outraged that they should dare 
sinuate that she was going to die before finishing these memeires, 
ana whit wss she to roply^io t.ese damned Yankees, eta-., *te., 
gyle of course, agreed with her that their oallusness was outrage¬ 
ous,’that they should be publicly denounced, eto., ®to. , ana I 
suppose hex eventually got.her cooled off ana possibly was 
instrumental in getting her te finish the manuscript,.-- 
whieh he says she should never have written m the first place. 

± senz.e of my snloymont of her OLD JRGOLN IhuIILIan which he lia«s 
toe ana he recommended her SOCIRfY OF OIL K.7 ORLEANS which he says 
ha s * mu eh value, toe. ><e spe^e ef her literary association with 
w harles u ay*rre whom * admire so much. also bemoaned the pity 

#f it that u ayarre at 85 should have had to scribble for bread, 
and how Grace ^ing had assisted the Gayarres, inheriting the authors 
papers, of which 1 feel she may hav borrow muon for ner ole 
^reole families, and how she toek care ef his widow until hex 

dea th. 

i much enjoyed nyle’s account ef his sever* illness last winter. 
His account ef the first ptn 6 s of illness uuring the ‘"crdis arbS 
celebration in which he participated, costumed as * "•I®*-***** ^ 

the ensuing illness, the operation ana the long oeuvelesanoe, during 
which psychiatry was brought into play,—with consequent items 

te pay, whan he was aolorious so long. One phase of this ho d.cs- 
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f ribed with particular clarity and cel or. ±t seems that he thought 
he was viewing s® e marvelously rare and beautiful e nvasses, ana 
wes considerably annoyed st those people ©1 Ills 
acquaintance who happened to be present because they refused to 
consider his imagine pictures very seriously. M he one that Btruojt 
him'most forcibly was a huge -eneir ef gorgeous color and design,-- 
a tree with e.utifuly green foliage in which three lovely nude pink 
laaies disported themselves with measured abandon, —one reclining 
aitna a limb, another reading a book ana the thriea with her feet 
drawn un se that she rested her head en her kaerat perspective 

was down through the branches through whieh shown a w*n erous gulden 
sunshine the wn®I© composition was done in strong masterful steles 
that the'brush had area tea by using one fell swepe to indicate in an 
inch-wide line the beautiful brown tresses of each lady, ano the 
distant background was equally forceful in splotches ef titanic 
depths end strength. it has alsways seemea such t pity that people 
who dream such colorful masterpieces never seem to be those whose 
talent lines along lines that would en bio them to reproduce them 

in tu int. 



x here was talk, tee, ef "ouisiana politics. Lyle,- of course, 
has known many a great or near great in u ew rle?. ns and h? ton 
*v tu « #V er a period ef yoc.rs, ana his slant en current reaction 
in Now rleans tw the men who were stupai enough to let themselves 
get caught in their fancy manipulations ef State funds is in education 
w ne rather strange aspect seems to be that public resentment 
seems t# be eententr&ted against ex ^©ternwr ~esehe, whe, as 
I understand it, was never very important in the graft set up or 
even as i headliner in the current investigations, although ef 
course everyone knows that he is as deep in the sesndles as all 
the rest,--but nrebably net-mere so,-and poseibilit with less 
ediousness than many. At the u nvi*ersity in Baton ^ougo, workmen 
have smashed his name cut ef the tiling and removed all evidence 
ef memorials, such as bronze tablets en buildings, ete., which 
carried his name. . I guess he never did .have much meney before he 
got into the Governor's chair, n®i^^ ler sister whom ^yle 

knas. w he had studied for % good degree in chemistry and after re- 
eeivin it locked long for a job ^refusing one at a f a u salary,,in 
i,. U. because ef her aversion te being connected with pull^ 

in gaining & position of that nature, '/hen about fourty, sne 
finally landed a job in some Governmental Bureau in Washington, 
feel in love with a chemist there, and married him bout a year 
age. x months later he developea ”an elaborate earner of the 
stomach” and either is dying or has died, and the former ^iss 
Lesohe celled on L,;lo the other day, arid talked incessantly about 
the innocence of her brother of which she is genuinely persuaded,— 
but es *“ylo seys, iiovi can you talk sensibly with* anyone like 
her * a t such a time,—partioularly since she holds views regarding 
* the ey-Governor which run so contrary to all available rec© ds. 
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N®v. ^4th. -Friuay. 

It was approaching three © 1 «lwck this morning whan Lyle unu I 
had had our last or ink of the evening and talked plantation in the way 
we Lath love, although the flow ef highballs might well have been 
darned at that hour, our oenvjrsation «©ulu easily have slid alen^ much 
linger. "7ith characteristic; coux tesy, Lyle escor tea me to my maisonette. 
It was a glorious 3ky,--with briIlian, round moon 
tretehiiifa li^us t rout plumes ; cross ori« glittering heavens. •»* t seems 

mellow li 


me the 


‘D 

k£ri ai 


n ixouse v si i jkIuvU 


ij 

i ex e 


■ 

“£r i euii 


nu hu b e cumulus clouds 

to" 

fcht. 


121 oii w wloul 


b p a a r ;1 . y for a w a 
D c f wr eleaping oaroil, h 
Feet before a. glowing grn 


u WWil 0© oii& ivifcfc AX’© *3© ufii’ w o GlrC ^iijllA 

j wiu iiiiw X bci o ul o w-a. 1 u k t W JL 0ll Ljli jLW • !a i ly C 

to, aunt v &mmi© Uiu iyl© ©am© over for mid- 


morning coffee and much t~l*. about Latchuz cwuntry anu n&iul francis- 
vilie. Dinner jam© upon the heels jf coffee auu conversation, 

* ana when we were done ana hau hurriedly glanced trhough tne mail. 


to sail on ^eiine. heline i 

saw us coming through the sc 


suxieriim lxam 


■ nu 


,»te, she flew 


■“yls and I walneu over 
rhumstism but when she 

arbuild fast anu daubed an Some rice power which gvsi her a curious 
appearance, what with the ©Id blue bandana hanouerchief over her wrin, 
olu face. 


.led 


wel 

m % 

sle 

A ho 

wha 

the 

s a 

the 

at 

a t 

lei 

anu 

i el 


. .feline loves -ylc anu huian ’ t -see® him in ever so 1 
come was uo-ubiy warm. Je stcppcu int© tne room where 


so Cna t ner 
3he Co©ns and 

s anu sleeps,--one boa in tne corner where sne ana "osncral Beauregard 
up, anu aiiothox ecu in an adjoining ©wxncx where-her lxeppew rests. 

Lcus w ax e nicely mu o e , oinU looked ustanlshingly 1 x as t un u wi ut-ii,* * 
t with the wh chiCxkUiiS anu b ucse axxu a uux.wix ca us C xic-1 w c,nu © r auuut 
• room at will. The sun was. bright outside but the breeze was bracing 
that the birux fe. trier©u creatures were b iau t© linger insido, sharing 
hearth with a collection of cats which alternately dozed and sniffed 
the covered sauce pans that were simmering on the bricks, -eline, 
gyle's request, trotted out her family album whi©h we wont through 
surely, asking beline about this one and. that, ana remaining her© 
there upon one or another of the .striking features of her mulatto 
atives anu Kinsfolk 


U auy a fresh religious picture nau been auueu to the collection 
pasted on the wall since gyle's last visit, anu L„le maao a little tour 
of the cabin looking at tile so as ^eiino no id court in nor straight da ok 
chair, two ic b s of wnich rest on tin, bri «x uieo*. anu tne other two on 
the well hardened oar th which for mo a the f 11 or of tn* cauin. . x<* v . ondor 
«elino, at 65 feels an wcoasional twin to of rheumatism. 

• , % * 3 

•oho sp«*.e much of olu times, • ana slid int© ^roneh us Sue regaled us 
with episode after- opisoao, puucutuating her remaps with a gentle sweep 
of the broom she held as ner enthusiasm mounted or as the chickens got t© 


curious a out trie contents of tne steaming pots anu pans, 


exnaps her 


most interesting' detail of the olu uays was her aeeount of ^11 baints Day 
and tne custom wnicn formerly obtained when this service was held at 
hignt in the gr&voyard where ail the b ruv©s wore ueewra tea with lighted 
Candles, -elixxe‘ said that was Wonuerful', but sometimes a little diffi¬ 
cult when a breeze might blow haru anu the canales Would ail b o ©ut. 

She hintea, nowever, that bacause ©f this unprodietablo element in the 
celebration,--anu because the yoiiths anu maidens sometime^. 

i6Qt e, « s«rvi«. w»a f iui8h . a ^ *** 
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Ii.7, IX4th. . _ v . „ fj-an aifcht t# aft.rBMB. But 

/" 

i , i o twur of ti is ex-traor dinar y room, anu 

m.u B*v» _ iviil u . r Ia.ii.jf kWi px.iaisiuu. t» seua 

SO w® to ok our leave, n^ie o iUU fa 
her some more xa&Kmy medeemo. 

-i ..., i -.,^ river -road. Stopping at one 
„* foil owed our stops Dae*, aiolig one xiver 

saloon before crossing the bridge. y - | 

, . . -inin, sat in one of tne triaxxgle 

lbs H vi„n is H 1.0 whit.-wfcBucu uuilttuifc, o«t 1U •«« 
xne saioon x . ,, v*r- in at th© " i elrose aixgue. r«m 

f.im.u by th. tat., r.^ -^ v f JUS BW . e t .X tne tiv.r fr.m up 

its low gix gaxlr y, it of the place where th© woeuen structure 

-••line *s way enu ^ - tor like van Gogh's bridge at 

strat.h.s n.r.88 “• "* ,p it.au. txi* Lsuttwhsr. it turns eut of 

acl.8, and s. UWb tn. vUi t-pasB oir««tly in fr.n .f 

si c iit to sweep I)^cx alt-- ^ mxx^ ^ 

m®iroso. 

T • f naina sal..a U uivio.u by. a orttiti.u _wi.ieh eusts 

Ill m«, ti.L aatuu sax BbtaiUe th. .utt *f th. partiti.u. 

th. Pit?* 111 tne whiti .usteia.r oncers by th. u.»r at th. 

■•ith tins arraiigemcx , tht oolerou at the left door, so that 

rlfcht eno ef tne fei-lla y i- „ , the a tb«r while they Btaud at 

while neither wnite net hl-ea *«n b ^ unu tu ., «ar« ef their 

the bar, ena barman .an 8.. t g .. wb8 aispensin b ii.i.uer, 

wants with di spat ah. 11 U y ^ • little uncertain as t. the Kind 

seemea waly .ut .e plj-t.. d hi iV iall, out his efrert 

ef whiSK.y that Lyl. . th*u b nt WeUlu^ h i 6 hualis came ur-und 

te Pi >*w * ut ’!^ b "* 8 temers.u ti.el.r.u ciu. .v.rbalane.o the numeri- 

eal-strength-of thosu on ^ ' our "eyes wander up anu down the vain, 
gallery j. -^L^ b .:ii:Lnr^ntations, the rinK house, ^rs. -on. 
talking thw nni • . outh, what was happening to Dollcgrovo 

~k - ~\^jxrjusz& 

f.r all, us slowly the tip. mureheu alou. unu our P-* « 

;.la eluss.s 6 r.w impressive and 80 s»whut ^ tb »riii». 

•at four we Started home , t h^fetraen'hU^t.t whir/w* 

(iuaintfen.es at tne -axut*, ^ u no i . h hblf u ,a« n m.r. w.rhm.ii 

^r^.^thsfsSt tut SSi. thmmeu bfe.a bushes anu prepared 

thobods for wintor • 

x. & . tn.r u |hr_.. w»ad.r.u ttat U * i ‘ il ^ I ' b tn“*an^u«h*p*Lt*ti«* 

tala i- Whi.h unt amiaie j.m-u uxtn arm- 

b.ll. : it WfeS £. Ji *r a ’s !ilu“suhounu.u by shelves ef ao.nS, 

chairs, before the making „ m ^ Llt rioh old portraits 

on eitner siue ex th. fir.pxa.o auaflan^.u by t ,f ,.l.r ef 

e ia si i Brand k®r® **ugustin anu otuer proiumauw f ^ 

days long since gvii© by. 


■■HhHhI 
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v. soth, - ‘■'aturaay. 


Hov. ubth, - o&t. - continued. 


lulled late ith ~„U lust night, arriving home between 
t w ® ana throe. Up at six still sleepy but wia« *wa*e doer a <swla 
gnawer uxiu a u ao^ -up of biac*. coffee. 

h* bi* heu'se was still asleep as - eros-sca th# front ^araen 
ana h*aueu towuru ^entrese. bp# -sin -Ivor bridge was still merged 
into th® 1ana scape li-e an early paiutxn of the -ast in v.hi«h 

«arth and wood all mingle with cash other in such syi^pauni® eelenngB 
that each is a part of the other* w nly the surface of tn* river 
hr >*« the brown, —a vast blue silent surface, with a ban* 
pin* flec*ed eoulas brought down from on high where^they penciled 
u streamer of minute cleuus lee*in b for all the world li^e 
a vast plume from a pncasants tail. x hr^e miles of invigorating 
walk te “*tntros# anu thence by. buss t# ^aehitoehes, ana se after 
d*in c: several erranas* bat* to "“tiers# a little after ene. 

X nuu ttppcJtau to be lata but - uuun t figured on -arolyn ger¬ 
man being "nere, anu when eve* Jarolyn uails any established rou'ine 
may well be thrown out of b eur* 

It was goto to finu “obina, ana she ana ~yic sat anu talked 
wit* me as x swallewea my"* turkey . ^axolyn had loft just uefore I 
arrived, but x really uiun t miss seeing her, lor alter oiaveliiig 
twenty miles with hir seVifal friends an her way home, she discovered 
she had left her tboo* at “"‘elresc,- se sac*. snu came a^aia as 

I was giving my shops a final lie*. 


' '.Ja pushed tartly* eut of the uoor ana aunt w ammie, tuina, ~yl« 
g ua * mounts. a another unariut ana dr «v* over to oiiurles wtuiH, oix 
miles away on ait tie niver. In® lane from he.e to tntie is mere 


t truil Ciitaii <a U ii%»X irf * i « f 


■ uit iuiis 


iSotniho but ~enXy utxcS anu is usoa almost exclusively by tenants 
who probably uoa t ha ve to worry about the mua holes ana gUlxey $ 
whieh the automobile must ®ontena with. x t is tnxeUgh tnis 
section of the plantation that one drives through the vast-p*. cane 
fe r-v#s where the field hanas war* after cotton time is ox*x *. v * r • 
Aunt w &m. ie or v . ones sent a man ou^ here to eount tne number 
of peeane tress, ~e was gene a wee*. alia- then returned with the 
information that he hau counted ten thousand. x a«uut if anyone 
hi now how many tiieru actually- are, in fact they seem as vague 
in the real ef nracissiou on this point as does **ui]t_ -ammie does 
When x as* her how m<* ny families live on the plantation, xfir si^e 


says she has no idee, —possibly fin. 


is merely a b uess. 


*t seems eda to pass these little cabins at irregular inter Vais, 
sometimes as far apart us -half a mile, past barns placed at random 
in big fields, past weather beaten onuxones, sometimes in the 
.o pen ana sometimes niadon a way in bayous through groves of 
hoary moss draped 0 o*.s, nev-a* xoaliaingaxiy exact p x ticuxai s x<* b aia- 
irig the innubitants and builuin b s of tnis vast property. 


On our way bae*uto elroso, we drove along w uin * k ivex for 
a shjirt dist-nee, stepping at nuncahs house. ~e is - descendant of 
the ~*e tteyer.s anu is aeeordingly *in to Madame ^.ubert-xieequ# ana 
most of the other muluttoes in tnis area, *nown as Isle drevelle. 
■Duncan's house is old anu considerably in need ef repairs. He 
met us at the gate,—u hearty man of about 70, I suppose, anu immedia- 
ately he and **unt ^ammie be b an bantering aleng lines that only 
old acquaintances can purusc. oho explained to him that v/e had 
sailed to see the painting which no insisted in keeping in his 
house se that it would be ruined just as soon as, possible. ~e 
laughed anu uismissea tne aisinCu b ration part of nti speech as ef 
no importune# whatsoever, although it was evident that he did treasure 
the picture. W# went around to tn« rear ef the house which is 
tne only way one can enter, since the front is so baaly in nesa 
of repair that the windows ana doers have been bearded up. Although 
there must have been several rooms in the house originally, it appeal¬ 
ed that only one was new inhabitable,—a kitchen, living room, bed¬ 
room, all jammed into one dim conglomeration, lighted only by ) 
the intranet doer. bust to the left of the door hung the old 
family Portrait, and three feet away on the adjoining wall an 
epen fireplace,--ana this was about all 1 could make out in this 
rather dismal menage, wunean got a coal oil lamp, lighted it ana 
held it up fox us in fron t of the ■picture. It is a portrait 
of a you th holding a toy in on® jiund, delicate butterfly is poised 
on the other hand. x t is an Uncle ot -hUi^caii c-nu was probably 
painted somewhere be tween 16*0 chad 1660 when this mulatto family 
were lerus of t is region. fhe picture is in bud condition, ana 
when a remarked upon the p^int that hau been cnippeu off neai the 
base, nuntan Said that the children some times point out the pietuxe 
with a Stic*, ana that is new it gets rubb-a out in places. x.unt 
^ainmie a sued him why she couluw't box row th« pietuxe ana have it 
restored so that those who inherit it may have somethin*, rather than 
’’nutnin ', but nun can is con tontda to let is }.ung where it is in 
the dump kitchen, .lt«ruaUiu b with frosts ef winter anu blasts of 
heat from tne open fire where the family cooking is aone. us I 
stoT.pea out ax u h j house uuu followed tuc o^autxlul —ux® of ti^w —a xn 
as it winds past his yaru, I couldn t help but thin*, of the old, 
old i, h -5 w r j as — o oh— owner si. ip of u v,- o x x. ox ^r t, ■* ii a ix tne cxeutor 


or owner of 
trustee. 


title Isn't in r®-lit. 


ng mere 


“iia so name for supper ana tnan up to r-mit w emmie's room 
whore the f our ox us s. t for a couple ef houx s , talking plant.- 
tion -iiu experiences in -ouisiana with n amusing twist to the 
whole conversation that *.opt all of us falling out of our chairs,-- 
par 1ieulurly when ^yle lot on some of Louisiana gentry ana 
nunt ^ammie recounted some ef ner roau-rundingprepensities. 

I shall recount a couple ef these taics; 

home ef ~unt ^amnie's relatives,--an Untie, ± believe, was 
traveling before the war en a xiississippi steamboat, w’ith another 
uremiaeat Louisiana planter, he got to discussing hogs and the 


i 







& 
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value of axis breed as eppescu to another. fhe gentlement dis¬ 
agreed tend tiie discussion wax© a warm, been things get to such & 
pitch tiitet one of the w eutry bunted the ether off his chair, tend 
z® tne surprise ex' ana wia the distress ei the other, trie bunted 
©ns crashed fhrough tne railing eh tne xiurrieane ae«*. where they 
were sitting, Pertunately the man aid net fall inte the riv#r, 
but landed #n .the deck be lew, ins ft 11, however* wi*s a serious 
one, breaking bath arms, se that the man could never use either ef 
them in feeding, shaving er etherwi.se raising nis hands, «. be ay 
servant accordingly always steed in attendance te assist nis 
master in public. In the matter ef eourtasy te women, however, the 
master insisted en tailing care ef ameneties himself, and he x* 
always kept a little baton about his person se that with the approach 
ef a lady he could raise his hat by himself, using the little 
baton te get his hat eff his head ana buek an again, "And tht t * s 
what we worsnip as eur noble ancestors" , nyle still#tteed, 

*j#menew wu b ot areuna to seme thing that happened in A«w wr leans 
when mut w ainmi# was visiting there, seems that surely* German 

borrowea her sisters ear ana urove x*unt '“’a ramie, w ister, some bag and 
one other person te **ew v ri#aus to be guests ef *\ylc during nardi ^xrs. 

‘^nilc in town, ^arylyn saw a pic tux * au-ver tiaed tna t sue wanted to see 
se she dragged the rest with her te the show., parking her ear 
near - the theatre, “hen they came out the ear was gone. x ne^ reported 
it to the police. x ney couldn't do mu eh about it. *>• they get 
another ear. Later they got riu of the extra bag,- picked up Lyle 
ana started for "*elrosc.. “em owner along the route thc w were forced 
t© huy another ear. filially, within BO miles .ef 

home ana late at night, the ear nut over an embankment, spilling 
all ef them ana pinning sister unaer nnat was left ©f the thing. 

~ister was ta^en to a hospital where *“unt -aramie staiea with her for 
several days. - le ana ^arolyn staia at a hotel tne first night, 
out ''arolyn insisted en staying the rest ef the time with ~unt 
amrnio t the hospital. J ‘hey they had to buy another ear to b et 
Rome in far © tnerwis# carry’s sister Wwuld still bo without one if 
they aian t bring something along to ta*.e, tx*u piaee ef the one they 
borrowed.'' “ixa unt w ammio T s xcm^rx t© this tale wus:"Low, 
rrally, ^rtnoois, yeu *.new txiat ^arelyn R'orman is extraordinary." 

fhen tnere was the story of r xxiitaeipxiia "elan, txxe beautiful 
"tuisiaxia belle who hau been u friaua ef Leuaivna, ~unt ‘'ammie’s 
mother before the, war. .-.fter *“eudivina uaa returned te bhaaay 
u r©ve ea-^ayeu ■‘-afeurehe after spending four years away from herae in 
a Berth w arelina finishing school at "insten oalera, ana her grand 7 teur 
several ef her girl frienus in the neighborhood ef ^afrouehe visited h 
her,--and visits in those days lasted for years, sometimes. “11 the 
belles were attractive, but Philadelphia was the fairest ef all, 
with a marvelous white «Ample: ion ana marvelous blae^ hair whieh was 
”se long she eeula sit on it". 



76 


Lev. h5th,- Sat. - cent. 

It was expected that Philadelphia would mane a brilliant 
marriage for all the local beaux revolved about the orbit ef 
Philadelphia with unceasing enthusiasm. But the war earn# while the 
young ladies were still visiting Leudivina, ana one after another 
of the youths went away to war. he suiters had been accepted by 
any ef the belles, but occasionally a soldier would return heme 
on leave and usually a simple nuptials was celebrated. But Phila¬ 
delphia continued te ueiay. finally one ef the quietest and most 
effaeive ef all her suitors same back for a day, Philadelphia 
married him ana he went away again, fhe house party went on as 
before with lovely organdie ana tulle dresses giving way te 
ealiee one hw’.espun niu . hiladeiphiu growing more beautiful and 
mere sad as her husband pursued his battles for the Confederacy ana 
for -hilaaelphia. 

One warm afternoon shortly before supper, Philadelphia excused 
herself and leaving her firends on the gallery, went up stairs. 
w upper time came ana she failed te return. Hiss ^eudivina went upstair 
aiid receiving xie response to her at Phi lade Ip ia’s aeer, she 

opened it ana to her horror, fauxxa Philadelphia, naked, her t eauti 
ful white boay lying on the bed, her Jet blue*. hair hanging ever 
tne side ana coiled in ringlets b neuth her head on the white 
matting, a, wash bowl was beside the bed and a towel. Philaalphia 
had obviously ui«u of heart trouble or heart bxuae, as you please, 
ana us this is all tnere is to the story, it must be admitted that 
there is net much point for its telling, but somehow the name 
Philadelphia is so unique that it must stick in the mina and se 
©soupy a piaee whieh otherwise might have been occupied by 
a mere interestixxg tale. 
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Rev. aoth - Sunauy. 


■‘■’ovl tli,••out• eontinuou• 

Supper was u guy affair with geeu tul*. xevtlving pumarily 
around Louisiana, past an a present.^ There wus mueh te de the 

fameus Mrs. nart whs had fleuished in ante-beiium au^a, pstn 1 
Hatches ana in Bayeu La*‘eurths. Welthy in her ewn rigiit, sne _ 
had married wealth from her first husband and married wealtn again 
in her seeend. There was nothing speeial abeut Mrs. “art and 
her pendereus passage atress the stu b e ef l c Jth century social ill®, 
except, possibly, that sne was probably the lxr b es wemail from point 
of jjiew of circumference that the* shout; -west had ever mown. lj- ® 

• arrives were especially built to suit her figure ana she always 
wore silk so that she eeuld slia# in and out of things raoi o easily, 
nor plantation homo was near ^eudivina 1 s, and they visited bae*. ana 
forth. leuuivinu wcduixig was an yv»nt in -Payeu --ufcurtht inview 
of the important* of nor family and the popularity of tne uiiae. 
Mrs. nart had joinou in many of the pre-nuptial «ntcrtuimcnts, ana 
had sent many flowers before the ceremony, having gutnorea thorn 
herself from ner awn garden, making the tour of the roses heaves 
in one el her especially constructed e. xring*s, unu witiieut moving 
fram hex position in the coach* selected the flowers ana cut them 
hereself with her own daintily mit.tea nan a. 


te* 

hoover 


'Then most of the guests haa arriv«a at "aay u reve^ xor the weuuin* 
ceremony, Mas. n^rt .swirled up to a stop in front of the b r«at 
portiooe and sliao on silk out of hern victoria, ana turning te* 
ueuuivine's father and mother who wore receiving thundered i"Whe«v*r 
in the world is it that "*iss ‘“euuivina is gein fe to Merry? . 

The assemuieu guests ^ua the bridegroom smiled inaulgently, 
for everyone *aiew that “rs. “art haa aeon ac^uainted with the 
groom for ^ ear s. oho met him a few ,, wars later when as heaci of 
that rarrish in charge of re^Uu.ai shewing horses for the ► confederacy, 
ho called on Mrs. . x*art ana after exchanging amenities, e^.plainea his 
painful duty. Mrs. ^art he^e down ana wept, saying tnat it would 
be better for him to tane ner- right nahd than te uepxive her of ner 
splOi.aia pair of bays, s they provided the only means she naa for 
getting anywhere be,, end her front gallery, ^eurtlinesp triumphed ov 
over mere exigencies of war, and the yeun e of: ices oeweu before her 
pitas, leaving the bays ana tuning mules instead. A little later 
the Yankee’s arrived ana the bays were pressed into service t© i.eop 
the u euth Save for the union. 

As eonvorsation ran along, time same-for ooffee and a new maid 
appeared in the" plate of Aimer. Bearing a silver tray ana the 
demi-tasses, came tills msartly gowned servant vfitir a striding 

Merry.‘tfdew hat to templet# the eonstumo. It was Rranki done up 

to surprise Miss “obian anu *^r. nyle, alia unis tie gave Just tho 
prebper tons to this oharucterisie pi„ station supper, for hero 
one had enjoyed the ex«elent fteas, tho easy conversation and.story 
tolling, and 'then tnat element or negro chiiui ah t- iay , wnieh eeuld 
torae to Idle surface un xpoetedly, be appx related for its worth 
by everyone pr e sou t, - - ana most particularly to the tie light of the 
colored people still in tho house at th; t hour, — anu somehow kbit 
everyone together in a bona of goodwill that probably couldn’t bo 
dupli rated anywhere else in tiro world. 


of;ices bowed before her 
istead. A little later 


Re turnin t» my maisonette around three, after a long night of 
o onver sat ion and highballs at ■‘-yie, I was glaa to sleep long. Bu 
when i’raiik came with early oof fee ana to lay the fire, os^oa n 
breakfast at the usual hour, since wanted to be up earry to g® 
to tua station With nylo* 

■Rouiua and * ureve him to -erry to te et the A, ew Orleans train, 
but o.nver sa - ion was a little for end since -yle haa haa an attae*. 

illness just before train-time anu we all felt eencexned sine* 
last Winter s operation doesn't s«om to have ^«en finished completely 
up to this lata aate. 

::ft»x “euina ana x said fe odu aye, we arove for a uit around isle 
Brovolle, r a turning home in time for: xdux mid-morning eoffee whith 
we haa in my maisonette, **uut '"ammio joining us until lit Re ^ammie and 

fa mi ly a r r i v e u • 

ninnar at nwone, and most of the "in-laws” present as well 
as most ef the family now in Louisiana. 


..fter tt?a, i spent a pleasant half hour leeking through 
some of ~yli a uoe^s in his xxnix eauin. is ± was leaving, 1 
met ‘'rank whf us bringing me an apes sum te see. The bull ueg, 
anew, iiaa euu 0 ht it in the font garden anu. nilled it. I was 
sur psed at the fex-li^ j* shape ef its haaa , the thickness.apd 
length ef its fur, anu the ivory li^e appearance ef its feet and 
tho ma ef its rfct-li*.e tail, beautifully curved at tJ.e ena se 
that the axiimal could -suspend i fcrelf from a limb te sloop. 

-fter supper we gathered in ~unt ''amrnie s r era anu feund mu eh 
interest ana merriment in an eld diary, written by an ela maid,-- 
not tee aid, i thin*., naMed Med«uder, who lived in 184b near 
Washingten, ~*iss. , net far frem ^atehez. I think I have 1 1 ready 
retarded the line whieh mu eh xmxxx umusea me: ”V/e haa intended 
te g® te ehureh this Tnerning but gave up the idea us u nele 
haa ether business to attend te,--th* overseer having gone 
on a drunken frelie". 
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4ev. u7th. 


• i-lendoy, 





Up eorly te a rosy uavvM, and after breakfast, 
wfeij/ tewar d Sutras# with •‘^ebina whe was returning 


reae fer * little 
te -hrevepert. 


Walked back heme, ana aia seme mail which was rather past 
aue until dinner• 1 m the aftorneen kunt w ommie was busy with 
the garaners, and s© - aeeiaea te walk ever te see -eline en 
^aiM “iver, around the loop in the river from ^elrese. 


■^t was a nice suxiny day hut the wind was a little fresh. 

I found -©line sitting by her epen hearth, sharing the blaze 
with three euts ana a half dozen ©hiokons whe seemeu satisfied 
te be inside away from the breeze* 


**e talked fer a while about local happenings ©f her girlhood 
en w ain “iver. **s in previous visits, she swished the thiekons 
away when they got te peering to# elosely int# i:er pets en the 
hearth. eec-sienally a ehieken weuld fly up on the fe©t-b©aiu of 
the bed wnieh stock in the eorner• 1 eouldn^t reconcile these 

roosting chieaens with the immaculate appeal knee ef the eeVerlet. 
feline herself were an old blue bandana handerehief ever her head, 
ano enee duriug our eenVoreatien a ohionon flew up and sat en 
tep until -eline, after a moment #r two, gently brushed it aside. 


^#r nephew, —dwaru ©am® in while we were chat i/ing , —-a 
nice locking mulabto yeuth of seme 17 summers, whe lives with 
ktliue. She spoke te aim in jproneh, saying that she wanted te 
send seme chickens t© **unt -aimai© uno would ne g®t a bag i_er 
her te put uhem in. «■'t the same time she as^ea me if I had eome 
en feet ana if * weula mind bringing the ehie^ens to ~unt ammie. 
bhe walks d out in te her fr^nt yard, ; picked up three wi th ene 
graooful gesture, ana while ^awara slit three heles in the bottom 
ef the bu t , ^eline inserted tn© ehi ez.ens, puttlix pulling tne 
head ef. ©aeh through' ene of the slits, and the j| tieing tha oag 
securely * presented me tr.is - squawking "bouquet ef uirus fer 
the is Cress #f “elx©se. 

**s an exchange -courtesy, x presented -eline with the mode cine 
the —adam had sent her, giving elaborate instructions as te how 
ana when it should be ta^en•• v ne has te ue rather careful in 
giving such things te people ef eouLer whe have faith in ene, 
fer they re lively te ca*.e anything that one re¬ 
commends, and unless explicit instructions are given, tne mode — 
eine is lively te be put te seme unexpected use. I remember 
that semeene ene©-gave “‘©line some iinament t© rub ©n her leg 
fer rheumatism, out neglected te aeseirbe hew the iiqnid sheuald 
be applied. ■‘•t tame as so* e thing ef - a shock seen after when 
-*eline announced "that she had tajk.cn ©lie entire bet tie anu wondered 
if she should centinue the treatment. -he had been tuning a 
t&blespoonful before breakfast and after supper. 


^euvily laden with ©hiokons,, i chatted fer a while with 
j*unt w &mrnie before supper, ana afterward retii’ed early. 
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^ev. h8th - .Tuesday. 


Up early and several batches ©f mail cut ©f the way before 
breakfast. 

.runt ''ammie came evwr fer mid-morning coffee and we talked 
plantation. *'e spent a g^od part of an hour talking about 
Washing ten, Mississippi and houses we ii^e in th.„t regien, 
Propinquity is ene ef tne nice eldei houses in that remarkable 
regien ©f ante-bellum homes which has survived. • couple ef 
distinguished people have lived there but perhaps the meet cer¬ 
tain te intrigue the writers ©f romance in days te ceme is the 

femeus Mrs, i'eung. 

" dau b nt-er ©f the ©wn.r ef -ropinquity, Uiss L r ©ung had 
married at 16 when her youthful husband was <-0. 

Being wealthy, she assisted him in fitting cut seme tin oo fcuad 
red men in an axpidition that would conquer that vast, disputed 
territory which was later t© be known as ioxas, I suppose th© 

d©i.ngs ©f -*aren urr in ^atohoz a few y ©ai s bef&re ijad inspired 

this young ooupla en this high-road to power. 

**nd so r. and *~rs. 1 oun'g anu their little army started out 
for the ■‘•oxas x orritory, and succeed in touting over a large 
section ef it, with their hOkdqUbrtors at a stout little fort 
which they built on the Gulf.. At the same time that Young was 
subduing certain regions in -*-exas, i*xnx Iturbie , a bold'Mexican 
or "punish leaner, was tarrying out simil r operations against 
the^ vieo-roy s government. Iturbie aeee.diugly sent an emissary 
to r auijg,~ pointing out that ii they should- ©©mbi.no their perees, 
they ejulu'the mere readily subdue the out ire country and se 
ths sooner arrive at 'independent power whieh they could thou 
divide. 

In g-ou faith, i ©un c aeeeptea the offer of further oonsiitltt- 
tion, iHa ttking roost oi his men with him, he said steady to his 
wife whom ho left at the fort with a guard of 7b men* their in- 
I'-ixt son,- b#ut "k"-yoar old ana on© colored maid, la years old. 
ne confided his plans ef aivideu ^mpii e te her, advising her te 
await his return te the fort which weuld.be within a short time. 

hut he never return, fer ^ trubie haa him assissinatea as 
seen as hex reached his camp.‘ 

"t the fort, “rs. x »ung waitea for her husband's r turn. her 
patienae bridged the space of several Weeks, but the garrison 
soon basame restive, and sliertly afterwards aeaiareu that they weie 
returning if "atehez. "ut “rs. Young decided to remain true te 
her husband s request thatch® await his return, and se she and her 
lit tie child anu the y ©ung negress, remained as the only living 
smls in the. fort. 
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ev. k ? t h 
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The fart iaelf was surrounded by wanaering ■‘■ndians ana lawless 
Hexieana but this danger never daunted rs. Yeung. -very marning 
at dawn, she fired the meruii% salute aha run up the **merie*ii 
fLg, ana every evening, she ran*, the flu* uewn ana fired tne evem 
in t . salute, *s the weeks lengthened in mentns, feed be-ewne 
short, but clams ana eysters were plentiful hura uy tne fert *n 
the share, ana these were tne main subsistence except for an 
escasianal oiru that might fly ever the fart ana ue ieilea uy 
it rs. feme's musket. ' after a little ever a year, *■*»*•*«• feree 


unusr Austin, * believe, passed through this ^ 

a fla bb flying from the fert, *tte*> it te be *yaf itte, . tne Xirute, 
and the e® mandcr sent an emissary te estaolish the identity 
ef th- treups htlaiag the place, a® was stunned when he learned 
that tne garrison during the past year haa censistea ef ene vvemun, 
a vear elu Lauy ana a little celereu. girl. 


rs. Yeung, en learning ef her husbana's^aeath, x e turned to 
hatches, and her ^r and- daughter new, lives ao r epintyu ity . 


fhe mail was good, corning lixx® a aelieeus aesert after 
dinner, ana w» sat in the mid-day sun en the front gallery and 
waded through the letters, magazines ana books wnich haa arrived. 

in the pest. 


“fter eeffae, we fussed areuxxd in the garden where w am "r own, 
ne^is biiu a half dozen ethers wer.j preparing, the fertilizers and 
clipping the bushes in antiep&tien' ef ’’winter . 


*‘e 


After supper we read from an u.-published translation ef 
ef a *‘reneh visiter’s years in "“euisiana, the paper having ueen 
sent ta “unt ''ammie fram the files ef b. There was 

muah about u murder story ef a certain Madame -t. Julien, but. 
alters ther the paper was rather dull. 


A® talked plantation s<*rae, .tee, ana at first f haa thought 
I would wait until little d ttm £iie haa returned .frem ■unrevepert. 

Aunt '"a mini* haa as^»d her te briny back her ala ‘rined, ~rs. , 
"elXie “egaii,hwh®ia mat w ammie has asked t# come dawn te stay 
te be my reader• x his is going ta be swell. 


HHI 






■ • ■ 
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Sev. n9th —Wednesday. 


up early, batheu ana snavea before ^rank eame with my morning 
teffee. I aian t wait for breakfast out started out before seven 
te walk te ‘xoutras* en my way te ■“aehiteehes, <-0 miles away. 


-he sun wasn’t up above tne horizon, ana the faaea erange- 
aese eleuds refleeted* in ^ain * k iver as X passed suggested a day 
t at might held the premise ef sa ething ether than sunshine. 


While waiting fer the bus, an eld resident ef the-neighoerhead 
a *“- r# “at&se, new read ceramissiener, or seme thing ef the. sort, 
stepped ana gave me a ride part way t© town. fter sponidng 
a little time in *’aehitechos, x sta'rtea bpek, paying gotten a 
with a ~*r. ''eeper' whe seems te be a partly politician who has 
lived in these pi rta only sins* 19a0 whence' he appeared from 
the "“Wetas. 


r Lde 


valued baer. from Cypress, auwut b miius, ana t-rxiv& u 
iust in time fer dinner,--neon, ef. e our so. Hiss "ellie was presexxt 
as was r. "aohelier, a man who had e#me from *aJf-is te *leutier- 

n , i +- >vnrri-I . v_- A* 

ville, a number e± ye rs age. -e is 
clipping ana pruning ana whatneH.. 


"unt w ammi - s piert en 


*fter dinner, iss ellie ana x ran through the Hississippi 
state'—isterieal veTumsg in th® libaray ana found ether volumes 
that would keep us busy fer a while, "e rwud in the alterneen 

and evening. 


"ho. s* early te bed. 


“ . 1 . n.- 
















■ 




' 
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IJov. 30th. - Thursday. 


Th&nnsgiviiig Jr. 6, whs t with half the states bavin* celebrated 
last week ana th# ether half teaay. 

-P e ,rly with a good brisk walk behind .m® b®fore v bath ana 
brear.fc.st. 

its "eiii» x aad niUrfh thi.s .morning from **unt Jaramie 's scrap 
boe^s on "atenefc. 

dinner was Biere heavily a t tended since sem® ef the 

.people her# today happen*** te be residents ef xt>: t a t 
nun Texas celebrates **• ha n^ skiving 

In the after ■ arcs, —-iss "eili® ana I alternated between 
the library and my maisonette, browsing fer data on 18*5 -Batches. 
Axter we&» I took a turn in the 0 a*.den ana made a hurried survey 
#f the property in back ef the African ^euse where the swan ls^e 
will ue. Aft r the lake is eeraplatcd there must be a little 
mill ef is*-:* kind, ana if possible a little mound with a ealssie 
temple it fer a map room. 

w upper early and reading if tor-wards in -aunt v ammi ' g room. 

There was much interest in the XioGrruder "iary which **un t "ammie 
rescued from A knew net where,-— rs. Meere in "at eke a, probably 
as the seen® ef the ~iary is in "ashihgten, live miles .bat ef 
^atciijb. j-iie writer vmg an el a maid wne eut an oxistexxee 

in living with well-fertitfied relations. xhe marvel ef the diary 
is the Picture ef perpetual industry with which she paints the 
plantation as uuaaixxg frem merging ’til night. rt would be ,eed 
required xeauiiig fer these whe are still mauer the impression that 
qieie ene had te ue in ante-bellum da^s was oe buy a plantation 
ana then.ffer the rest ef yeur life sit on the frent gallery sip 

mixit julips ana let the slaves raa*.c fertunes in cotton er su^ar 
for you. b 

^ne line ef the diary A li^e ^uite a let: We aiuxi't gat te 
enureh us uncle "unbar had te attends te matters at heme " the 
ever seer having O oxie *>n a drunken frelie' r . 


December 1st, - 1'riday. 

- - - - 

bp ana abroad befere the moon was down, fer a little turn 
in the garden te enjoy this warm seft southern night. 

*atk to my little m isenette Defer® da-nin fo , > shower ana shave 
ana a-gay blase en my hearth when ^ranr. arrived with my coffee, 

Jauaiit up a, bit -on seme of my correspondence which has gotten 
out ef hand during the past wee a, ana a nine aias •111* ; ^ IU * «vex 
te read fxem-^ynw ‘‘biles and the Mississippi "aide. We uncovered 
a let ef particulars rc fc auin b "leustex. which pi -s-a me ne «na. 

-'inner was gay with conversation ana the intreauetion ef 
an element somewhat disturbing frem the ran^s ef tne 
-uit "aramie often mjeys a siia« ef v/nite sa^exy bre-d, as ®PI 
t* the corn broc-a ana uuiscuists which the rest el tne 
usually enjoy. -» ne white bread appeared en tne table, 
w arami e us^g "lmcr te bring seme. lmer lee^aa a lit lit eenfu^-a 
ana stammered that there was nene, 1 *mint-having ±er b *tuen_te 
bring sera® from the stare, ~unt "ammie .let that pass, -jaowing 
full well that something had gene awray. 

“fter dinner she railed "lmer, saving that there was ne rea- 
stn why there should net have been white bread on tne table, th..t 
it was "lmer s business te see to it that wnitr oread snenla 
be in the heuse* -'lmer ugain^said that * ran*, had j.er b « 0 o 

aim frem the stare, U which “uht w ammi« .said that was ne ex- 
euse , since it ..'as "lmer s business te see that oxeau waa pro 
vidsu. Fraaa then volea^eered that he naan t fcrgctoen to c e 
bread, in fact there hau been an aae ate supply ®f oread in 
the pantry that morning. That remark, ef course, ole wnc 
yff/singe it vas evident that something had happened m tne pintry 

whieh was eut sf roaer. 

"unt ''aramie then assembled ^arn ^rown, anu his assistant, n« b is 
whe are gardeners. They were marched into th * 

"lmer, the eeeg, vyus dein fc dishes. Jrank was there aUe as was 
i^ita, “unt “'aramie s maid, who incidentally is ik egms c ‘ x . # 

-unt “arami® laid down the law te all of them regarding stealing 
feed from the pantry, sayin b that she perxectly well »»h 

toek the urot.a ana the hcad-eheese, ana that tne eulput had 

better sene to ner ana tonfoss,_"11 'five persons concerned 

seamed u rea.Iy disturb®a, but "am ^rewn, aeualy se, I«r he 
a dar^i^ whe just thrives on excitement and an eppertunit^ 
express his ebherenct at any infraction ex pianos tied xaw. 


“e ana "lmer are nt*re ana the ether three arc jnulatte ana 
there’is ne lev® lest between them, nfter -the ,. d 

this cbmedy was over, -‘ran* stofd by, d#«iferi«b that ne di 

know hi:e haa ta^en the feed, but sayin to net was sux * ti.a 1 .. 

wasn't -lmer. r'mnk is a 0 ranu oersen, tern between . ^ntc _ 
leyalty te -uut v anmie, a desire to protect tne • s ** lLl * r 

seemeu te be, anu yet filled with terror u tne theught ef re 
pertin b the to uilty, since the culprit might east o. spell en him 
ana as h# passed by th«ir heuse at night, ne might be made 
a cripple and never wal^xx again, because ef the spell them 
might place cxj aim. 

-i 


i 
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b C C • 1st. * ^ £ XU a y • 


some ecavwrsation with *-unt -ammi#, c’ran*. inui«uteu 
without naming any on®, that wh®n ““*lmer was out of th® *.i tenon 
this X&+X~riirH£i“ : - k i tu t ®®X til© blSUtt , tufeCi th*X V/ith tli® h®UU- ®li®®S® , 
aim passed it #ut ti h«r iuthtr, -*unt "Vmmi• pr«mis«a him 

that sh« woulan ’ t ever montion. anyewe s mine in subsequent decisions 
turning upsh this inf©rmation. 

On® sees in this ©pised® an g^ea example tf cempli«ati#xis 
0.x isiiig fi cm pi ternul operation ®f tn«a plancutieii, 

H« fo is lives in a cabin on th® plantation ana, has, up t® u®w, 

nine «hilar oil, in eluu ing “itu, wh® is **uut "'a mini e s maid, in®» 

effeci4ij t ana well truinou , »»i tu r exc ives unt w u/rlmi• •*. lets ef 
duties, B«gis has been guilty ©f ecx/iving with ■“'its in tne 
matter ®f foou once uwf«a. . f “unt "ammic wor® t» fir«®n«, 
probably bath wouia 1 oave. i i were shifted from his j®b 

as ilelros® gurueuer t® wor^- ®n the plantation pr ®per, * k ita w®uia 

probably 4.ui t her jab, to®, s® ^unt ’Vmmi® is bound t® !®®s« a 

iaaia anyway, and ®f course it tax.es «©hciatrsbl* tim® t© find 
another and t® train her,--what wit a all th® complications ®f 
family ®wu whatnot. ana then, ®f ©»urse, thtr* is th® further 
consideration,--what will happen t® “«|,is axiu his family ®f nin® 

•ff-spring if he should ^uit his job in a huff ana JLeave ~*®lr#se. 
Striotly spanning, ®f course, it is n® eoi.eern of "*elr®s« what 
happens t fter he ^uits the pine®, and yet ®n cannot help but 
give th® matter mere «®n sib oration than * k «gis probably would as 
t® wh®r® they would g® t® get another j®b. 


ib w®r® 


x t must be borne in mind, t®®, that th® question ®f raiding 
the i««b®x Lo not, the question in p®int, x t is all that is live¬ 
ly t®f*ll®w in its train if tne tendency isn t «he«xea at. tnis 
•point. 

A nj m#r« ®n« contemplates th® status.®! th® n«gr® ana th® 
mulatto, th® «t®n®mi« trough frtm whi«h it would appear tnoy 
«ith®r will u®t ®r «aaii®t alt«r, anu all th® thouSana ana ®ne con¬ 
siderations that hav® t® g® int® any o®mpr®noueiv® r*vi«w ®f 
th® 'problem,’ it would almost seem t® ieaa ®n® bu«x t® th® remarx.. 
that x ®n*t he r a tirea peasant ma^e i It was at th® «l®s« ©f 
day, ana near the «na ®f the firold whi«h he had boon pl®u & hing 
with his w#rn-®ut h®rs®. ^ fow m®re furr®ws still ne®d«a to bo 
turn®a. A 'h« peasant r®st«a f®r a moment at th* end ®f a furrow, 
trying t® ueeia® if h«shoula foroo the horso ®n t© th® «®mpl®ti®n 
• f th® w®rx tnat evenin fe . *'®«idin 4i that th® w®r*. sheila bo finished, 
h® said as if in «®nfid®n«®'t® his ®2Lnaust®a ; animalt Tf X t*ll y®u 
th® truth, X xn»w y®u have worked enou^n for toaay ana I f«®l 
s®rry for y®u, but you ve ^ot t© finish this job, n«aia«s, 
a«a ~amn you, you haaS’t out t® be a horse". 


nee, and - -aturuay. 


^n®th®r beautiful aay, warm ana sunny, 

I aw«xo about .four, thluxin^ x would aud seme vvooa to the 
am ers on my hearth# x n st® pin fo onto tne gallery, how®'vox, I 
fe ev® up the idea ®f a £l*wii%, b rate sine® the mean huu mad® sueh 
a beautiful ailv«ry-day out ©f doers, *mu s® .I t®®^ a short tour © 
th® garden, enohanted with the ©aim and pec., ce, puneutuatea 
with the ®eeasionsi eraw ®f a.rooster antielpatin^ the dawn, 

w aola "hit®?e®t .joined mo, mowing in pretest at th® «^- 
ereise in which he had net been inviteu t® .join but in which ■, 
he apparently theught he should parti«ipat®, 

’ V. 

■aaeix heme again, u®th of us snu ob l«a int® bed until tfrank 
arrived > r i 11 x e i.i oair s i J • w i t h c © f f ®. o, ~ J 

o 

***iss *’«iii© «ain® ever about nin* to read with me, **unt 
-amrnia joining us for 10 ® olook o®ffo®, 

Inner at neon with r«aain*, after au until four wn«n n.iss 
belli© s tv/® uau^aters arrivea f®r a visit with tneir m#th®r, 

**unt '■'fimmi• ana I fiualeu in th® frnit fa araen for a while, anu 
supper earn© at five. ** 

**f Derwaru wa held our-usual s#ir«s in **unt ''ummio’s room, 
roaaiiig more fr*n the ***Cruder ^iary ana talnijj fc plantation. 

“® als© r ©au s ©me of ~unt w ammi e ' s ^randf athei 1 s ^iary for 
tne year IbnO in Which lie a much of the completion of his 

mansion ®n 0®rs x et«, his visit t® xiew w rleans to purchase cer¬ 
tain furnishings for the new houso, incluaing eleven four 
pester beds, fho beareems in tne house were thirty feet square 
so that tney eeula easily hold four of these boas for the 
beys, as subsequently happened.when tne latter refused to sleep, 
t e u n ® X . 

aunt "'a rami a had some s«4ri®s cover in^ her ®wn thildhtea. 

«.unt •'ulie was qn old slave wh® remained with the -Twins after 
the war. 3h© cave much attentien to ~unt w ammi* anu her little 
brother when they were small, little brother wanted to 

play with a chicken which at th® rncment was confinca in a 
small e®®p with little chicks, brother lifted up the coop t® 
eanture the hen, but after catching her, he let the coop drop, 
ana a half dozen little babj chicxs were killed. ~unt Julie v/as 
ripping,mad, and^t® punish brother, she tisu th® setting hen t® 
brother s leg. .his mna© little v arm®lite mad ana sh® vainly 
tried tS approach her brother to free his log,-but he jumped 
up ana down at such a great rate that th* chicken, in turn, grew 
furious, ana so the weula-bo re eurer aiaii' t aai® g«t close enough 
t® enild ana «ni«x*on t® effect a reloas®. 


3 eturned t® my mais®nott® nine anu 


to uea. 


t 
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Dee. 5ra. - ounqay. 

“nether mr© aty li^« t he se ef June in "ew ^n&lunu. 

up .rly uiu bxe&kfast anu xbl si ^wedly b ten ©f mail ••u u ©t tne 
wuj bef.er ©..Mine when Hiss helli® cams...ever t© r .au serapbee-fcS and . .L.o. 
files' until t sin. ^uh c dammie joincu us f#r u©ffee, and after a pi®us- 
.fci.it htIf hour talking plan tati®n, w® »v *n t La 4 *. t© rsauint until dinner 
fct n©©n. . *x©stly family pr o ceilt sxee pt three ©i ©ur people including, 
Jharles *“asur<*t t© frem d©wn nittl« -d’/ui way. 

• : • . ■ . ' " . . . - 1 - - ’ : • : 

pioi'iu tha .flu 1 r i itii bfcSiihsu kj<», buiia al©n^ the 1 ihei ®f tne 
bi c xxxx .friue-u h©use, walned ai®n b Gain Hivex f ex u bit, h©mt i#r 
e.n©th..i snewer and nap when v r. ureu^ht me a bi 0 piece #f pie anu a 
w lfcSc »f milk. -©'hi 3 • pretty „sueeessfuily killed supper at five. 

Tiijxi the *leutiers ha left, we reau eld letters frem peeple ©f 
^ete w eyeu»e, which adjoins Heir©se hard by. rhere were a -e-euple §f 
remarkable epistles by aunt rieuppi t# h -i sen, ana several frem 

r ruhdh©ram« ana faurchier dated ab©ut 1650 which I li*.ed best. 

x eame h nn«i abaut nine t © lis.eu t© u rsm “ells anu s© t® beu. 


bee ember 4th - ~©nuay. r 

Up and fcbr.au tb d»wn. wnljtlnfc thr.. inll.s t. J.ntr.s. 
and th.ii*. inc. .blivi.ii until nin. thirty wh.n I r.turned 
te ^elrese. 1 

t \h <V . ' ; ■ ,, 

~unt ''ammi e had ^®ne te visit ©Id aristeerc* uie 
madam© ~ubcrt-“©©due te whom ahe is always sending, er taking; 
feeu ana mode©in© and ~eaveii knows -what, ^auame ~uo®i 0 — 1 
d.ssn't *»«w it, but the n.iiry s iatv. an *a fe . .n what r.aain. 
ef the eld mulatto®s preperty. Hiss waiamie has as sure a 
tne ela lady that she will always have a heme se len te as she 
lives. A 1 came a the etner a ay that ©nee when uauame ^uuert- 
“.c^ue was „rev.ly ill, -uut -Woui. t.l..raph.d c. a muiatt. 
dauaht.r if ifc in «" -rl.an*. attaintm* en. “ 

with bar m.thars ..nditi.u, but th. wr.t.h nev.r *v«u a.^n.w- 
l.dfc.u the laessUj,*. ^uut -amni. says that th. situs tr. m- 
.lih.d t. b. ainu.r t. th.ir x.lutiv.s than th. mulett..s. 
'’Below the lev^er nobility be^in the higher animals ......•• 

But x hadn't found “uat ^ammie until neon, ana uein^ 
baen he u at nin.thircty. er ten, " wanaerea about the ^raens 
u bit, enjeyin w my mid-m©rnin t ; e»fxee m th.. ^©r b e®us s^mme 
sunshine anu examining the rose situation te see if I weal- 
lively te fiiiu myself a bouquet• 

I fc et about as far as tne binuery e§tta fo e,^ana ^eing, in, 
feunu “*iss "elli© sorting n^ehiteehes papers. . t s *- rus h: _ 
a*unt v ammiu "has nuite a eflieetien^ of tne so curing 
years, navin w a better file tnan the puulisners tnemselves, 
sine® seme e£ theirs were reeently uurned m a ine tn t 
treyea tne plant. 

I learned teaay, tee, that asiue from tne serapboeks 
©n ~euisiana flantat ions, eurieus murder stories, line tne 
Geest w astle er the “uth *udd affair, net te menti.en^the _ 
Nat.ehez books, -unt -ummi® one on #x euituaiies ® 

in fo pr ©min Jii t people in this saetien ©x the & * . ‘ 

finds th t obituaries usually b iv« mere eenei se^mf ©rmat ion ©n 
the a einns ef departed per senates than eeeans ©x^ule^iea mia 
snetehes ©f appreeiatien, vituperation or editwx 1 * a. 

In tne fterueen, Uiss **«lli« 19 n * * x 

•oydner' sB.L. G. WaILjSS. I am fl©©r®a at th® marvelous 
aeuree bee*, this lias turned out te ue, n©r «h**ll «ver 
eease te ivenuer at in* amazing eelisetieii ef eutstanuin*, 

* in telle etual» that pecpleu the iUteh*s;-**ashin* ten , -ias., 
re-leu in the first naif ef the lbtn eentur^. Ilew nu^laaa 
may have had a flowering, but ’’Ole" Hiss had an explesien 
in tne wilderness. 


■v 


Q 
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Unele Whit feet seratenea on my uee* 
; opening fer him x feuna theni^ht seft uni 
deleetsble te go beek to al«ep. * 4iia s ® J 
welned tt w aiu “Ivor bridge »Hd $bt fir £ 
»turs hi ink. on th# surface of the pl^aid 
in* to th« myriad of tn« ni^ht. ^ 

aatiphiwul erowin fc of ehateolenu from hi( 
riund th# blue bine*. horizon, there wti< 
the bass of the fre^s,--surely un^xeept, 
tr e #n t i hu « sueh er ohestratieii tnis bat# 
aha in a lit tin eev# ia tin* far aid* of 
where Phemies hsuse' used te stand, a ±i© 
about and ..eooasionaly ^uae^ing at eaeh • 
and 4 ui#t th# plantation is at this hour 
is the sileiiee, d»i.unew ni w ht a, 

^rott spangloa eurtuin tf pevader hlu., Vs 
sunptius folds to eoneeal the uty, ^®t 
in its effort to hush the muffloa voisaS 
birds ana inseots, whioh, for the eountr 
rvthrn as measured &U the hr eathill,,, ®j. hit. 


• Hie eame over Shortly after broaafast to read, 
w aiaio busiou hersolf^on the others to oi the house 
t garden. #>t ten, “its arrived with mornin* 
rin^a tray of seven eups, so **“ gather#d we wore to 


’©lest arrived immediately from her neuso nearby and 
b followed by. ~unt Hmmie with three guests in* toe, 
«iss from ^aehiteehos, a ^r. ilumileugh and a Mr, 
ho latter being very laioo, and i ^uess both of thorn 


sn« w 
w rs. 
sou , 


euin- 

eler fe yn*r? 


arid then to 
ana so on w 


■breakfast about seven, 
o eeming »v«r at Mine, 
r 1 s »<ailos Uijtil noon. 


only a sauple oi lot ter$ f --out 
i*h for sinee they came frem 
list, tee, ana among other 
ahin, illustrated, pu lished 
out, and a volume whioh 
1ibr&ry,••Plotohor of Louisiana 
* lutitlia SliVJHT. It v*« 
in lbbb. J.‘his shoula maat 
th idi, s «oll.io. P •* ^dnor, 
his volume ThiS POnWnMIIJG Oi' 
no p.: rtieulrs he has en that 
minus taat lleurished around 
durin ; the first half ef the 
.t Ingraham been nor apoa^s ef,-- 
I was impressed by his aeeount 
•atenez in the 40(s Loin*, uotted 
i«r »f which was estimated te be 
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Amrii* the eelltquiliams of this a««tien *f Leuisiana, Ou t 
that has struok me as being quit* distinotive i* th* us* *f oh* 
w*rd "iftirnMs", In ether lotalitios 1 have fc.lw 4 .ys theugnt *i 
tfttrnttM as being some Uncertain h*ur between twelve rr *n« • «!•**- 
jattu Mid running through t* five *r six • slot*, t* bt follwtd 
bv tvtxaing that begins about sun down ana continues pensiuly. 
t* tight or nine. • ’ *1 •sic. A h« unusul thing ub#ut kxt*in**n in^ 
t is lee .li ty, ha aVisr, is that it simply dtnSsn t exist. It s 
mtrniB to up until non, ana £r*m that peiat «u it is 
s* it is that if *n* r**tivt* the evening mail, it is from txi* 
postman who arrives about a M uarter of •no, ana if<a *mis«» '• 
<s*v«r f*r afteriiooxi oeffe* at two • «l**n, xxhhx it will at 
ttmin* tvtr this ovtnixig for etfftt. i haven t yet uiseovorce. 
iust when ni to ht sets in., although x assume that it starts 
sometime afttr aura, sinus, as ~unt -fcmrait remarks, when tn« elec* 
ptints t# 6 ~. 1 1. at “sltrst, *n* might as well consider it mid¬ 
night. 


af ttr 
asstfiated 
which *^iss 

he lift his 
oarvin*. tut 
lar u *, the 
ftr his ha 
st that, as 
stepping tf 


supper wc Ittaeu at stmt tld pai-L.tin^s tf houses 
with "unt ''ammio's mttner. J-hers was th* hu t .o l#g bouse 
■“euui Vina * s father huu quilt in nti.y*u "af tui *h* when 
Plantation, x * : shgevt, in ^ushvilit, ana began 
a lar tt ttr estate in "tuisiana, although th* house was 
family did intitule lu thildren, ana I suppose ate-euMte 
in bui!4 his mansitn later with btarttms 50 ft. square, 

ued without 


h>s j t •jularly i qi.ic* x 4* 


ta 


he. eaula 6 et tui.t 


ha. 


u & l wn .tfiiilaran . 


ihen tuore was the piotux* tf th* nous* whtr* “unt "ammit was 
uoxn. H was in Htw w rleaiis, x believe, wa #n* whing naa uttn 
aadea t# the house a short time before little warnelit* maa*. 
hex bow, by bavin* a grand ”x J i*i#nitx *" moved from a short aidant* 
awa., to Xn* for an intregal part of th* building, it was ifl_ 
this w ng that hunt “fcmmit was born, ana s* it is that w* teas* 
her about being born in a pi^soii house. 

Af ttxwar« s 'wo sat long be for # the Pranalin “t tv* ana eh: tt*a 
:.na lnUfehtd about idttyrteias ©f people v.’t nntvv in ^atehez, reaping 
tht Hatehtz ^tmttrat for mars*Is of m«rrym*nt. In the sotial 
n*ws for example, thore v»>s an eoount of a tx x-unt, with & 
banquet afterwards, in«luaing a memorial t* th* lat* -aunean tlinor, 
A 'ht ttmbiijatitn is rather uniqut t* be b ih with, ana 5 ix««pti*naliy 
B «, virtu *n« staps to realist' that he tf all people stt tht t*wn 
tt’rtt^ini, by tho loauing rtl* fct p'iayta in the stanaaltus aiiaii 
an own as A h« Goat '■'astl* tlura«r last. 

*^nd so Atm* lid a little xauio, ana to sieop. 
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Dee. 7th - Thursday. 


ttnttder gtsoTfeSeus day, warm as a June day in Ail #w "ii^lana, 

-*ft«r brea^f a l t , i ran over to the' bi w house, and found 
xj-unt >mmio stanuln. in the miaal* of her btdreom, ^ artsstd ia 
a stunning gown, with ^iss ^tllio on ntr antes sowing up the 
hem. I tola **unt "ammio i wish she would stop at some local 
photographer and waton the birdie for a moment, but I .uess that 
is about impossible to hope for. A t nine,she left »f f«r ^outn 
"tui si ana, f’ayottd, x h.eliave , via "lexanux in. 


.xiss "tilit ana I plun fo ea into our reading ana 
steadily at it until noon. 


.^pt 


"inner seemed unliat a **tlr§s® dinner' w-iahout th«» “auam, 

- Uohnight from "athittehts was th* only „u*st, ana nt one lingers 

long at the b* rd. 

in the afternoon "*iss x^tllie and x tontinuao. our leading, 
with much gbcut xxfcrsthalk, the first printer of Mississippi and 
his osnotrn tvtr th* freeing of v *l. ^ tst*r s afrioan alc-.vO-pnn *• 
i should sometime lias to reua th* “ailas "iary from wh.ioh wt_ 
ran a*r«ss many quotations. *rt is astojsiiahing how many attapis 
no inuluaea in th<xt do«ui..*ut, na hov. ;r*qu*ntly • ob* runs aux^ss 
places or ineiae’nts with wnith *txi« is familiar. * or instanut 
there is a te .*u account in the diary .tf an exesilsnt ainner ana 
musical fe ivexi by nrandon,—wnith too*. paa«*_, A assume , at 

•*ixic.^ "ill new often ±aiss "lize.be th pro badly H v «a avex 

these dinners in her imagination as “indy "ill ilsuei slowly d«- 
IUVS about hex ears these days. ■ -nd there was another no us^uy 
.. iits abnxt goin 0 te th* races in uississi '-pi, seeing th* --mous 
attempt or ‘“t v tmt* hors* run. A nt atttmte s, of course, were the 
opulent planters whose vast atrea^e passed to the *rtz* fe ^s 
b* in., loc ted-just-down th* reac from Mtltrse. “ith axl one moatin 
eon trap ti on s that 0 * into m*vin b a racehorse fx*ni txatx Uuy,-- 
ever /thing it wtula srrm from spetial ears to cotton-bat ting,.it 
wtula be interesting to anew how raethtrsts wore transported in 
t'ns first nail of tht 19th century when reads wore notoriously 
torturous for human beings. I suppose it is about *-j 0 miles 
from th* ^oetmte-xiertzog plantation to "atohez, and some Ox.the 
hetomto horses ran in the *>*ntu«iLy "«rby, one of thou bringing 
baea the trophy, ana "iiurthill v «w»» must bo 6 or 7 nunarod milts 

from here.' 

do suppsa Oc-rly, ana ““unt ^ammit still btin* in the bi* 
read, wt uepart iu go our separate mitisonottos to get taught, up 
on eorrsspomdtntt. 


. 


. 


^ " 


.. . 
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i)e« f 8th.—Friday. 

a heavy feg hung ®v«r the plaiitt.lien when x awxxe % little 
befere six. *». little befere seven A nad gene though, my sheerer 
tend black e.ef fee ,. und wtea mar«hiii w tewurd the big read, the wat®r 
particles in th® air moistening my fte«® as * Walked al®ng. The sum 
WteS stru^liiig heavily through th® curtains ®f feg, and within 
half anheur had triumphed, with the eeuntryside f®r twenty mil®s 
leeking as fr®sh ns a new wahed Fragenard. 

It was h®t when 1 turii®d taward h®m« where ■*“ arrived abeut 
ten. I passed by the kitchen fer a «up ef eeff*e, finding ^lmer 
leering a little u'Adex the. weather frem te® much fasting. dhe 
haa better step reducing s® violently ®r we shall all be sitting 
at an empty b® rd. 

^ I 

uni ^emmie was s®mewh«re in the gardens uua ^ ceuldn t find 
her, se aeught ®ut ~*iss "ellie in the bindery where she Was 
sorting "aeniteehes newspapers befere a deeerutiv® fire ®n th® 
hearth that was enclosed by eurieus screened gates that *unt 
vJaBQmie ha® feunu in seme fer^etten plaiitat-ien heuse that has ltng 
sins® crumbled int® decay. 

**ft®r a lit tle^chut with *-iss eliie, i went ®n t® my little 
maisennet, finding ^eintzie, the daxhund, sitting before the aere«n- 
deer, which plainly "tela me that the ~aaam must be within* I 
found her in my buthraem, fillin* a vase with water fer a beauti¬ 
ful biuquet ef narcissus which kx she had pieced fer me while ®n 
h! r morning teur. 

d® talked fer a while about hex Grip ef hesterday t® seuth 
Leu i si ana te call en an eld friend v/h® will ne t rt«tv®r. 

j-n s®uth •‘-cui-siane-, be cause #f this summer line- weather we 
are having, the flewering shrubs, japanices and whatnet- er all 
in bleem axia it would se-em that if a «elu snap aecsn't eeme we 
ere lively te have July weatner by January this year. 

*~ft<3r dinner w# went through .the mail which in held a 
weleemea green slip fer me and -seme cepi<§g ef Plaisir at -“ranee which 
d sat dewn with en a ban eh unaer the to ren t live can and turned 
through fer sheer «#ntentment, ^n the afterneen, “*iss "ellit ana 
I read m®re frem the “ailes ~iury until nearly five. -“'hen after 
ix short wain, 1 je,ned the rest at dinner. 

afterwards, *“iss "ellie ana her sister , -“iss **nnic, whe had 
ariiv®, abeut supper time, went their uevexal ways'"while ~unt ^ammie 
and I talked fer a. eeuple. ef heurs befere her fire. I had eaten s® 
muth at aiisier that was sleepy,--p&rtieuiaxly the wild duck which 
j-^an haa shet at sen® watering place -near by, nenec ne radie but 

just an evenih^ ef slumber. 


Up and abread with the sun,—glerieuely .geld, with the 
premise ef a continued endless Indian *Ummcr fresh in the 
evening and pleasantly warm during the day. 

^eferc breakfast, I made a little teur ef the gardens, 
disceyering a beautiful rad rase fer myself in the frent gardens 
and a maryeleus hedge ef white narcissus in gyle’s white gar* 
den. I sat fer a while by the fence where a wicket is te be 
cut that will eventually give in upen eur swann lake which 
is yet te be geuged cut ef the eetten patch and a spirit 
engendered imte it with a pair ef beautiful majestic white 
birds. 

I fauna ela u ncle "hitefeet sitting befere my deer en my 
return, awaiting me ana"the eppertunity te share my breakfast 
befere my cherery hearth, a® limped appreciably and wanted te 
be babied, se he sat en my lap but was in tee mueh pain te 
hum his little geed mernimg tune with which he always serenades 
ms while awaiting ^rank s arrival. I eeuldn't find any evidence 
ef his pain, but ■“rank feund he haa breken the skin a bit abeve 
his right paw, and f’rank eeuld fix it up with seme medeeinc. It 
wts geed fer the heart te see hew kindly and hew gently ^rank 
handled u ntle “hitefeet, and hew seethingly he talked te him un* 
interruptedly whil® he fussed with his injured paw. Frank is 
a levable mulatte, imbued with a seul that spreads calm and peass, 
••uphed with these faithful qualities and efficiencies that mads 
the eld darkies ef anuts-bellum days the prize ef any great heuse 
that eeuld net have been se beautiful and filled with amenities 
if it hadn't been fer these liae Ji rank. 

Miss -nellic came ever au 10 and read,-•finishing the Hailes 
beck and Leuise “hitler's aeeeunt ef the life ef a ^euthern 
Planter, which had appeared in the Mississippi Eisterieal Xieview. 
^ltheugh she didn't mentien it in the article, she has tela me 
that this is net an imaginative pie turc ef a eempesite Ucuthern 
planter, but an actual ace^uiit ef the Mercer family . living at 
Laurnl dill, Eatehez.. as I recall, din. iieicer was a eeucin er 
^ an Aunt ef Miss Leuise. At Laural Hill,—as at se many ether 
^ plantatiens in that fabuleus area and era, there was the 13 ig Heuse 
There was the plantatien church where the planter's family and 
the slaves worshipped. There was the pasters heuse, the Dr.'s 
heuse and the everseer's heuse, eut-buildins such as the seheel, 
the wagen-heuse, the setrage heuse, the smekeheuse, etc, etc., 
and ef teurse there were the negre cabins. Miss ^euise has teld 
me that the **ereers weren't espetially rich as riches were 
eeunted in these days. His fertunc was estimated at abeut five 
millien. There were ethers whese aeeeunts ran inte twice that 
ameunt 

I recall having seen in the heme ef a relative in w aint 
Franeisvilie, in the heme ef ene ef Mrs. ^eresr's daughters er 
grand daughters, a levely eil ef Mrs. Mercer and ene ef her 
daughter’s, as painted by ^enjamin "est. The present ewer ef the 
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Dee, 9th- esnt. 

pieture is sns the purest essenees sf tkBt sweetness whisk 
ws sften think sf in relstien ts the eareful training sf the 
rars flswsrs wkisk that fadsd eulture prsaueed. rhe painting itself 
is fast eraeking and pealin fc away tsward nsthing, kut even at 
this late data stuld ks saved, if tks pssr lady whs swns it 
Wl rsi t tss pssr ts dream si staving tks sblikeratien. 

I suppese it is sns sf tks fsw pssssssisjft sf a k 1 ®rxsus past 
wkisk sks still pessesses, ana it wsula ks a siims ts separate 
ksr frsm tkis last vestsge sf a lifs that was ss preeieus. 

It is a pity 'this ^enjaain West kas ts ks haadsd tsward sblitsra- 
tlSM just as inevitably as tks sssisty tkat predueed it, kut 
wks will yiv# tks hundred dsllars required ts rsstsrs this 
surras, thus saving it far psstsrity? *nd if, ts save it, ky 
sailing it ts a ssllestsr sr a gallsry, wks wsula take away frsm 
this gentle littls sla lady tks last remaining symksl sf tks 
"via delieiuse” wkisk sks livsd and unfertunstely kad ts sss 
svapsrats, 1saving ksr in peverty? 

Of tks skarastsrs in tkis psrtrait, ^iss x-suias kas tsld 
ms musk. Mas Mereer in bias* taffsta is ssatsd an tks right, witk 
ksr daugktsr, ia wkits srsps stanuin* kssias ksr mstksr. ^he 
psrtrait sf tks uau^hter was paintea psstkumsusly, fsr sks kad 
disd wkils in x aris at tks age sf 19. bsdy was brsugnt k^sa 

ts •‘‘meriee, and ssmesne tsld ^ias ksuiss tkat ks ehaneed ts ks 
•x tb. bluff, .f ".t.b.a WD«M th. b.kt b..riB.>i»x “«r..r, .»b. 
up th. riv. fr.B U.w-wrl.fcx*. ~ ‘r« »t.m t. st.rx it ».s drkp.d 
ixbh.tk. Ui.s J.*ui». still p.s... . f«w .rti.l.s b.l.xg t. tbi. 
l.v.ly girl. * y.ll.w taff.t. js.Jt-.t, with smart plsats *t th. 

■•tic axd th. .l.sv.., «»u,ht at tb. s.am by tixy pixa axb blu« 
rsss kuds, and tksrs remains a ksautiful fan, earvea ivsry 
witk a lsvsly ifragenard-liae seene painted asrsss tks upper part, , 

ana msst unusual sf all, gsld wark in Treses aleng; *he m irrsr 
slat and as esntriveu as ts farm a ksrasr fsr ths littls mirrsr 
half * ssiissalsd in ths assign,--tks snly ants-ksllum vanity sass 
I svsr saw. ~na thsn tksrs still remins in ^iss Lsuisc s psassssisn 
a magnif issnt gsldsn ssmk, —ssms fivs sr six ® f ■ ■ _ \ 

k sutls survs, heavily stuaasd witk psarls, ss that the gsld pranks 
sf tkis hsaa asssratisn wars push tkrsugh ths hair straight 1 
kask frsm tks fsrsksad, tks sssa-pearls fsrmsa a sumptsus diadsm 
asrs*s Miiss ^ereers krsw.. 

witk tks reading asns fsr tks day, ws ainsa and sauntered 
tkrsufck a lsisursly aftsrnssn, Bakina arriving tsward fsur s slssk, 
and jeineu ms ksfsrs my firs, kath sf us esespin* ths •unsus 
visitars wks kad sallsd frsm tims ts tims aftsr tks ssffss ksur 
and wsrs inspecting tks laem ssttags and gardsna. A niss snat 
aftsr dinner and fairly sarly ts ksd. 


Deeamker lOtk - Sunday, 

Up and aksut at dawn, witk Uranic semin* sksrtly aftsrwara witk 
ny breakfast, at whisk Unsls “hitsfest and I fsastsd an kassn and 
wkatnst until sight. 

Aunt Gammie same svsr at 8sik, and witk ^iss ^ellie, sks gst 
Bakina and ms unasr way, fsr ws wars ts ks week-end guests sf Miss Lsui 
Lsuiss at Tks w sktags near ^aint ^ransisvills. 

**n sxssllsnt aay.fsr travsling,—many *ray slsuds witk eeeasien- 
al kursts sf sun, ana a tsmpsraturs tkat was psrfsst. 

wnss in tks big rs&d, ws nsaasd tsward hatski taskss, tkenss 
asrsss tks plains tkrsugk tks flat ssuntry, an ts Winfisld, and 
tkrsugk tks pins wssds and ail fislds wksss dsrrisks add a ssssnd 
fsrsst ts tks unsut trass tkat sprsad ts tns ksrizsn. Ws apprsashsd 
the Mississippi at ^srriaay and a littls furtksr an ws sigktsd tks 
kridgs smplassmsnts kshind tks lsvy wkisk will sns day dsstrsy tks 
sh&rm and ssslusisn sf ths fsrmerly isslatsd and fakulsus hatsksz. 
i*sr a littls wkils, hswsvsr, tks fsrry will ks ths snly means sf 
transpsrting sns asrsss ts ths sthsr aids, and this ws tsak, ax- 
psrisnsing the insvitakls thrill sf ths sight sftks stsrisd kluffs, 
tks svil atmssphers tkat fainly prsvadss asandalsus aid Htshsz-undsr- 
tke- Hill, and aksvs and ksysnd, hatshsz ksrsslf. 

It was assn and ws dined at Burtsn's, hoping tkat ws wsuld sss 
ns sns listsd as "psrtisead Gentry”, fsr it wsuld ks diffisult ts 
untangle sns*a self frsm the ensuing teas and sstails f tkat wsuld 
insvitakly fsllew. 

Ws asssrsinlyg kurrisd tkrsugk tks shrimp and shis^sn and tks 
sxssllsnt rails, and drsvs tkrsugk tswn, deviating snly ts run 
past Hsmswssd, ss beautifully restsrsd ky tks * Kingsley Swanns. 

Bakina was partieularly anxisus ts see tkis lsvsly hams an tws eeunts,- 
kssauss she had net visited it fsr several years ksfsrs its restsra- 
tisn ana beeause sns wantsd ts ks akls ts b ivs further details re¬ 
garding its present status ts frainas in ^krsvepsrt,--the r>avi gtSf — 
whs ss relatives kad kuilt ths plass in tks 1850 f s. Sueh infinite gssd 
taste kas keen expended an its interier, ana sueh exquisite taste 
kas keen fellewed in landseaping tks gardens that nemeweed tsaay 
stanas as a msnument sf unexsellsa ksauty in a rsgisn tkat is un¬ 
surpassed in it ksautiful ana rematie eharaeter. 

It wsuld kave keen niss ts run sut ts “ashingten ts sss tks 
^ailss ksuas ana tks littls red skursk sf wkisk ws have keen reading 
during ths past wash, and ts have slid svsr ts Paster's "sunt ts 
sss M r< dreekett, kut tims was waving alsng, and ss ws headed 
geutk tsward ^ssdvilla and ^aint ^raneisville. Turning sff tks main 
highway at ws enters^ tks weeas, driving fsr a half mils sr 

ss until reaehing Alexander s w rssk. Tks wssds wsrs quiet witk 
ths kusk sf evening,*yet musisal witk tks sail sf many a kird, 
ths great ksrn awl deminating the eherus, witk the lilt sf tks 
nightengale filling in tks gaps, weeds themselves wsrs dslisisus 

witk a fuint fragranss sf sweet alive, tinstursd witk tks pungent 
areas af drying leaves. 
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Dee. 10th - eentinueu. 

dressing the ''reek, we elewly mounted the long incline, which 
turns ana runs parallel witk the Greek wklek wc eeuld see through 
tke foliage away delew us, ""caching tke tep ef tke incline, we 
turned at right angles, befere tke mellowing picket fence,--its 
gates ajar, witk tke great lire ea^s, their silent, motionless banners, 
as tkeugh abeut te deseena with the failing light and en rap Tke 
Cetta a in a gray-gauze curtain ef night. 

Miss Louise came cut en the gallery, greeting us erer tke 
balustrade, as is her custem. She asked us te tke rear gallery, 
where an ^extending wing forms with tke eppesing cut buildings, a 
kind ef fergetten eeurt, secluded frem tke vast gardens that stretch 
away in frent ef the w ettage. 

There were guests from "ew Cleans, and with these we chatted 
until these whe had come up te hunt had returned witk tke birds they 
had sket. The evening was settling dewn like a pewderpint eleud, and 
already twe glittering planets had appeared in tke ^eutkern sky. 

We sat fer half an keur, drinking a vaguely warn tedy, and with tke 
seeend reund aceemplished, tke guests departed fer tke Delta eeuntry 
and Miss ^ebina and I were alene witk -its Leuise and Mr. Beb, 

As at elrese, all the eelered servants have Sunday evening eff, 
and aeeerdihgly ^esdames ^enhelme ana "utler beget themselves te 
the pantry and dinning re cm while -r. "eb and 1 sat en tke back 
ghllery, listening te the variety ef bird calls that sparkled 
frem tke felliage in the surreunding gardens as stars twinkled in 
the deepening blue. 

Ike ringing ef a little silver bell announced the- heur ei 
supper,zwhezezzzz served in the fameus ela dettage dinning reem 
at a table surely 14 feet in length. Tke table is always maintained 
at this expansiveness even theugh as in the present enly “ebina, 

Mr. _ eb and I were tke limited trie te grace it. Mies Leuise never 
dines at the table, prefering te sit in an armchair in the earner, 
conversing with the guests, ana assuring them that she doesn't care 
te eat at the moment. She always eats by herself in the pantry or 
in her apartment en the sedeend fleer. We ran thr&ugh eeld chicken, 
salade and a variety ef side dishes, ending the repast witk tea and* 
a wonderful chocolate cake which **“iss ^euise had made herself. 

enversatien ran aleng at the same time, and afterwards there was 
mush talk en plantation things, and a going ever ef family treasures 
which iss *“euise was kind eneugk te shew fer eur delight,—wenderful 
desert service, including knives, ferks, speens and a great ladle,-- 
all ef solid geld, with the utler crest meaestly hidden at a judicious 
place, wenderful eld swerds ef tke early Mississippi and -euisiana 
peried, a eempaet but elegant teilet set in silver ef ante-bellum 
dayswendereus seals and bueklets in silver frem tke eld Dillard 
family which had some te .Louisiana in 1685, when tke great Gaillard 
family was forced te quit their feudal fastnesses in Normandie by 
the ""evocation ef the -diet ef "“antes. Hare l^ees and regal satins 
ef ante-bellum days, all this and a werld besides, were piled high en 
the table, and witk each Miss ■“euise eeuld re fc «.le us witk many a per¬ 
sonal aneedete abeut her kin wke had eentreled such vast plantation 
wealth through this *>aint ^raneisville region, and up as far as Natchez 
70 miles away. 
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Dee. 10th - continued. 

u ne ef Miss Louise's grandmothers had been Mrs. ""erter ef 
Laural Hill Plantation near Natchez. One stery she had te tell^ ef 
her was, I believe, ef the troubleseme years during er after tke 
War. u ne night while at dinner, an eld Manny whispered in Mrs. 

Mercer's ear while austensibly arranging a dish en the tabbles 

^ L ' ’ ' ==—...L-. 

"^un fer yeur life, Misssie", the eld Mammy murmured in a 
muffled veiee. "Den t step a seeend, fe' they sure is gwine t' 
kill you right seen”. 

"‘he butler appeared at that moment witk tke after-dinner coffee, / 
and in normal, unexcited tone, the Mistress arose from the table, 
saying ”Tem, have my carriage brought te the deer right smart”. 

”But, ^issy”, the servant whe was a party te the plot, remonstrated 
" You all'as has you coffee." 

but ke wilted unaer a seeend command frem the distress and the 
carriage appeared, and Mrs. Mercer ordered ±M the coachman te drive 
at all speed te tke ferry landing. Tke horses plunged through tke 
twilight, reaching the bank just befere the ferry pulled away, so 
that rs. —ereer stepped aboard just as it started te swing cut into 
mid-stream. **t that moment a howling meb ef blacks swarmed down 
te the bank, armed with hoes and cudgels, enraged that their prey had 
escaped, "ith tke racket they made, the r atrel turned cut and the 
ring-leaaers brought te justice en the spot, "-he ferry, meantime, 
had hovered just eff shore, and when kkmx order had been restored, 

~*rs. Mercer stepped back en the landing, and mounting her carrage, 
dropve back te ^aurel nill, and in the quiet ef her dining room, 
drunk her evening coffee, as was her want. 

There was a beautiful lace scarf,—priceless, 1 presume, since 
without knowing anything abeut lace, I eeuldn t fail te recognise 
its unusual delieasy and beauty. It had belonged te young “rs. 

Steven ~unean, wke lived at beautiful ~uburn in "*atehez, *uburn ef 
the remarkable suspended staircase, and home ef Mississippi's most 
wealthy set ten planter. Her sister lived at the w ettage near *>aint 
■“rantisville, and she had decided te spend a little time at the 
Dettage, sending seme ef her personal effects befere her, and 
herself driving dewn frem Natchez by the fameus "eeaville Head. 

But tke lovely Mistress ef Auburn never did arrive, fer shortly after 
leaving home, she was stung on the lip by an insect, becoming se ill 
that she turned buck immediately, and in twe days she waG dead. 

■“evely, cultured ladies, capable and fragile, presiding ever mansions 
that are teaay marvels ef infinite good taste, yet surrounded by 
vast forests where indians still skulked in tke fastnesses ef the 
bayeu and millions in dollars ooulan'tsmooth away all sf tke un¬ 
expected elements ef this fabulous corner ef the eeuntry wkiek even te 
this day few ef the people in the werld knew anything abeut. 

"ut night was lengthening, and we mu&t say goodnight. Mr. Beb 
lighted me te my apartment , moving aleng the back gallery anu holding 
en oil lamp befere, as there is no electricity at the w ettago., My 
bedroom was carpeted with Brussels and the chairs were nevered witk 
rare eld teile. ~ut all thuse I merely glanced at as ^ fell into 
my gru^t bed and to sleep. 


i 
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•^e comber 11th - Menday• 

X awoke at twe o'clock this morning,sleepy but contented just - 
te lie there in my adequate four-poster, listening te the tall ei 
the Might ewls and the many sails ef night-birds that peepled the 
weedlands hard by. And se I was disappeinted when X aeae a seeena 
time te discover it was dawn and that x had fallen asleep without 
listening long te the sounds ef the night. *ut a new eherus ef 
songsters were busy in the park and the gardens, and in their 
mere brilliant and happier tones, they amply reeempensed me for what 
X had missed in the night, 

X aeearding y jumped eut ef bed, dashed threugh my bath, and 
in slipping into my clothes, pauaea enly 1eng enough to examine again 
the smart -^ireoteire preserve jars, new standing on my mantle, har¬ 
ing been brought dewn from the apartments en the second floor by iss 
Leuise whe must hare remembered by admiration for their pure white 
baokgreunds and the luscious red ef the sherry and the currents with 
their lively green leaves whieh i had mentiened befere when visiting - 

the v ettage. 

A shert flight ef steps en the far side of the wing,--ana away 
frem the eeurt side ef the heuse, led me inte the nglish warden 
en the ‘*est side ef the heuse. I wandered threugh it, remarking upen 
the eurtain tf mist that was shertly te be shot through by the rising 
usun. ill eng the entranee drive x wandered, in frent ef the oettage 
and ®long the terr&ee befere it frem whence a steep drop leads one 
inte the sunken garden belew the great live-eaks that dominate e 

summit. Thence my path took me te the gardens en the ^ast ef t ie 

heuse. beyend the little seheel where w rs. ~uduben tnSe hau taught, 
and beyend the hot-heuse, and inte the kingdom ef sweet elive and 
Japenioa that elung en the green branches liae great flattened 
pancakes ef snow, I suppese Miss neuise and *ebina were still 

•leeping and I anew net where “*r. ^eb might be, but a servant in 
the building housing the kitehen must have seen me enter this lovely 
formal garden, fer shertly "aimer" appeared coming aewn a path teward 
me, bearing a tray of orange juiee and -“euisiana-biewea oeffee. 

-ut “‘elssee it woula have been served while still X was in bed, but 
it was pleasant te enjoy-it here in the shadew ef the cool fragrance 

ef the sweet elive. Besides, if x been^in ^ K 

have missed in part the spectacle ef hlmer ,—a tall, tia in, gsuky 
negress, lteking in body like an emaeiated orangetang, ana strikingly 
gewned in a wilted white gown, wearing terteise shell glasses ana 
an ever-grewn boudeir-oap. . Pandering farther anu farther away rem 
the heuse, * rested at at gate, quite remote frem the entrance nearest 
the het-house, ana there x sat ana finished my oeffee ana a eigaret e, 
until a little silver bell enounce the breakfast heur. arriving 
shertly, i feuna 'Mu. Bob ana "obina and Miss "tuise and her nephew 
whe had driven in during the night. ^s usual. Miss course did not 
eat with us, but assited in keeping the servant make the reunds wi h 
fruit, baeken and eggs, grita, pancakes ana coffee, 
peeple tarry eut the eld traditions,—including a beara that greans. 

"e chatted fer a while en the frent gallery, watching the sun 
* sheet long rays through the bannered mess hanging frem the great 
taka, and then at temthirty, Miss ^euise, * k ebina I started cut. 


N> 
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Dec. 11th - continued. 

Xt wai pleasant as we rede through tho woodland on tho way from 
The Cottage to the big read, “ebina and x en the frent seat with 
Mias “‘euise en the back, strikingly attired in a pink straw hat, 
an erange teat, frem the lewer part ef which escaped a flewered 
pique dress. 

*irst we headed up the big read a little way, stepping first 
at Wakefield, the aneestral heme ef the sterling*. Before the war 
it had been a magnifieent strueture, three stories hifrh, but the 
years that had followed saw the property divided, and with the 
division the house had been divided horizontally so that no remained 
but a story and a half, ^ven in this reduced Might, the eld heuse 
gave an atmosphere of quiet elegance• 

Miss leuise sat in the ear while “ebina and X went up the front 
walk, being greeted en the gallery by the lady who lives at the 
plantation alone, save fer the servants and eetaaienal guests,--pri¬ 
marily writers whe like the Audubon chronicler, ^ias u^eurke, 
actually ataya at Wakefield while writing the volume. 

I had understood that the lady had had difficulty with her eyea, 
and I waa aoterdingly somewhat surprised that she had come out on 
the gallery te greet us se cordially. Her hair was white and her 
gross was a lovely plain black crepe. Her face was beautiful with 
the touch ef resignation dominated by the sober will te carry en. 

X didn’t notice her eyes, but frem the way she let her eyelids droop, 
i gathered that the light might be a little strong fer her. 

x t was a pleasure te step inte the lovely big hall, se spacious 
and simply, yet sumpteusly furnished, with its circular wal at 
the far end, up the side ef whieh circled a lovely staircase, ahe 
pointed eut a charming elu spinet in the hall whieh I should have 
missed,—the perpertiens were se ample and the furniture se medest 
in size. x n the nivingreem she peinted eut ether levely and histerie 
pieces, the great double folding doors at tho archway between the 
front and rear rooms with twe great columns marking the division, 
and in the second room the marvelous eld mahegny dieh closets made 
inte the walls,—this being the enly architectural feature ef the 
room that carried dark weed, the walls ana ceiling being white, and 
the fleers ef natural weed witheut varnish, as white and spotless as 
enly sand and soap could make them. And then her eld Sterling desk, 
which she opened fer us, shewing us the secret arawer she had found 
and many papers including the wedding "certificate ef the firet sterl¬ 
ing, reading something liae this ; 

I, so and so sterling, no clergyman being present, do hereby take 
^o-and-se for my lawful wife, in the presence of tho following witnesses 
whose signatures are appended herewith this month ana aay ana year. 

followed by ^r. sterling’s signature, that of his new wife* and the 
names ef the witnesses, all distinguished personages ef the region. 



r. o 


t.rlinfi* • P»rtr*it *4*rned th. *wt« pia«e in the s*.me r**a. 


T* 
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December 11th, —continued -><akcfiild. 


x eengro.tulatea the lady upon her exquisite treatment ef the 
windew draperies, a beautiful plain white material, falling *ra*efully 
frea the great height ef the windew, and taught lew, perhaps a yara fre 
the fleer, te whieh it fell in a rieh fela. x he same treatment 
was duplieated fer the Luteh deer leading te a pantry in the rear. 

She .ecra.d pi.*.. that we 1U. the almpl. yet netle ««e with whteh 
she had exeeuted everything. khen she wished as te see and eld 
medle sewing-machine whieh she lead us te en the baex gallery, enelesed 
durina the *inter. *he painted eut seme ef the eurieus mechanisms, 

thei t. the ether side .f the heu.e where her l.rely tables * 

and bedreem pieees were ef the same quality ana treatment in de¬ 
tail as the ether reems had revealed. She alse peinted eut her 
flewer garden t the siae ef the heuse, speaaing, tee, ef the 
medest suetess she had haa with japenieas and whatnot, Miss Lauis* had 
teld me befere that she had superintended all ef this and that she 
managed the plantation tee. 

She aeeemnanied us bath te the frent gallery, sayin^ geedbye 
and asking us te please stop by to visit her the nto t time we passed. 

She said that “‘iss Louise was different frem mest peeple in that she 
always asxed her if sue weuldn J t tare te ge eut whenever ^iss ^euise 
was passing, x t wasn't until dinner er rather supper that night that 
learned fer the first time that in reality that the levely lady 
ef “akefield had never been able te seo sinee she was sueh a sm&ll 
ehild she eould remember what ebjeets really leekea like. 

tfrem ^axefield we dreve seuth te a little belew bains, turning 
eff te the right toward the great plantatien empires ef the _ 

Burrews. Bewmanskereye and “eaven knows whe all. Nearly five miles 
up the reta, we struek eff en a little mmKbkxx dirt reaa, whieh im 
lead us te a weed, eeneealed in the midst ef whieh was a levely eld 
priek ehureh whieh the planters leng age in ante-bellum days haa 
ereeted es a eemmunity heuse ef wership. ^iss -euise suia ther*^ 
had enee been a levely graveyard nearby, but it was net eempletely 
hidaen by a thieaet ef ehereke© reses ana brambles, ihe ehuxeh 
itself has been eonaemed, by whem er unuer what man maae law I na en t 
the vaguest netien sine* it was ebvieus serviees eouldn t have been 
held in it fer deeades. x he pews were still there but saaly sagging 
and the eld ergan had collapsed in the eerner, nething being left 
but the bellews. * great spaee ef fleering had been ripped up in ene 
eerner ene er twe windews were eemplely eut while ether xxxx 
panes bare mute testimeny that yeuthful vandals had put stones 
through tnem. ^t what remained ef the wiuaews that were mere er 
less intact were a glery in beautifully stained glass, -abeut 
six inehes squ re eaeh gorgeous glowing eeler frem ruby red 
threugh pale greens, amethyst, yellew and royal blue, hhaie ef 
Behemian arts that are prieeless and a king s ransom fJ * 

mement erash inte dust er shattered te pieees by the thoughtless 
pranks ef untutered children. A8 I steppea eut ente the deerless 
pertal i eoula enly tkilk ef ~unt ''ainmie ana the peeple whe lived 
en *ete - eyeuse whe owned a leng eabin whieh they didn t want 
er use fer whieh **unt w ammie effered them twentyfive dellars. 
fhey refused te sell, and apparently seemed te be content when 
the eabin was blewn dewn and rettea away. May the wind j low 


December 11th, —eentinued. 


.lily th-.' rajh tftu or•/ Maov/ff- or 


leaving '■'aint Gary's levely, disintergrating ehapel, we re¬ 
turned te the big read, headingx»*fcfcx north toward the ^'uniea Hills,— 
a surprisingly elevated area fer Louisiana, and somewhat reminiseent 
ef the eld ^atehez traees inte whieh this hilly eeuntry merges 
further away. It was eviaent, tee* that these hills meant mueh 
te ~iss ■‘-euise, fer she had net enly mentioned them in her writings, 
but she had ineerperated them somehow as somehow related te her own’ 
life, in what manner, hewever, no one will prebably ever *new. 

After 14 miles er se, we headed South again, stepping eff 
at Resebank te sail en Miss ^raneia,— pessibly her name ferrnerly 
may have been “‘'ranehs Barreu er Burten, — I never did oateh«it. 

■^efere reaehing the plaee, ^iss ^euise explained that originally 
Resebank had been a ehureh, but seraetime early in the turn ef the 
1800'e, it had metspperphesed inte an Inn. Later,, and seraetime 
well befere the war, it had again metamerphesed inte a plantatien heme. 
J-here were levely live eaks abeut the plaee, although the heuse 
itself did net embrate all the white purity that gray mess seems 
te demand as a perfeet eeunterpart. before geing up te the heuse, 
Miss ■‘-euise peinted te a hill far eff beyend little Bayeu ~arah 
*reek, saying that en that high plateau steed Ellersly, ene ef the 
magnifieent homes ef this regien and it was thSre that Miss Franeia 
was born ana reared until she, “‘iss Louise and ethers had gene 
te *aiss Howard's * ! inishing School, new fameus as ~ft©n "ilia. ' 
subsequently, threugh a variety ef finaneial disasters, Miss Franeia 
had been redueed and redueed and redueed. -°y new we were appreaeking 
the gallery, and ~iss ^raneia greeted us, a beautifully eultured 
lady in a grayish, faded ealiee, laundered te within an inch ef 
its life but as prim as though it might have been taffeta. I 
theught ef what the girl had said t© '*unt v ammie*s aunt enee just 
after their ruinatien by the *'ar:"But yeu, my dear, ean afferd te * 
wear ealiee 1 *, 

it was eviaent tnat Miss ^raneia and Miss .Louise were enchanted 
te ij 0 eaeh ether, fer 1 gathered that sirsumstanee hasn't made it 
pessible very fre uently these latter years. Rebina and I let 
them walk teget er befere us, a pitiful pair, peer M iss Lauise 
walking with se muth difficulty because ef her defermity and Miss 
Franeia able te take enly axaiapxakxxxx msibe an ineh with eaeh 
step, having fallen three times and tracked her hip bone beyend 
repair the first time and splintering it further the second. Frankly 
the spectacle was net witheut its paradox, two peer decrepit eld 
ladiee, struggling threugh life like a couple ef hobbled horses, and 
yet somehow ell that had gene befere in the way ef culture and re¬ 
finement dominated their whole being, with kindness end courtesy 
for eachether and fer us being the dominant faster and a certain 
unmindfulne^s ef the hard blows that Fate had dedlt them se that 
if ene hadn t knew er seen them but had merely heard them speak, ene 
would suppose that none ef the vicissitude* ef life had ever made 
the slightest impression en the persenalities ef these whose sweet 
courtesies and absence of self transcended all the mere mangling 
that physical er financial blows could deal them. 




> 
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■‘'edeinber 11th,— continued. 


In her journey down from '‘'llerslie to hosebank, ^iss Francis,— 
believe her classmates knew her as ^rankle Brandon—the descending 
icales hare been made apparently with that «alm and poise that ®n® 
associates with the culture of the ladies of the Old ^euth, and 
tc these qualites might he added a glance at the kindliness cf the 
voice, its tcnal euphony still sweet, coupled with a smile that 
betrays no bitterness She apologized for haring no portraits to show 
us, but these hare been removed to othor homes where this relative 
and that one of a later generation has wanted something to fill a 
wall space, and feeling toe that since their children may bear the 
sam given name as as this one or that in a portrait, it is only fair 
that -*iss -“rancia should relinquish these last remaining vestiges 
cf the formerfamily objets cf art, for she wont probably last long 
anyway, so what f s the difference* A hat wasn t the way Miss Francis put 
it, screening as she drid thoir thoughtlessness if not their criminal 
lack cf consideration, but in reality that f s about what it boiled down 
to. 

riosebank had accordingly been stripped cf all the heirlooms which 
Miss Francis had loved so dearly, all with the exception cf a great four- 
poster bed eightfcct wide and accordingly proportioned, and while this 
was on the second fleer and was therefore difficult for **iss Francis to 
reach, she wanted us to i see it particularly because this last association 
if an earlier and better life was being taken away by seme relative of 
a younger generation at three o'clock this afternoon, ^e aequiesed to 
her request that she be permitted to go with us to the upper gallery, 
realizing hew keenly she must want to share in the admiration of this 
wonderful eld piece before it had disappeared forever, There was some¬ 
thing close to personified Xxsdgmdyxx tragedy in the pax two figures of 
Miss Louise and Miss ^raneia as they hobbled across the gallery, peer 
eld ladies staggering along physically as they strove onenemisally. Miss 
^raneia able to cover but an inch of ground with each step, her body 
gently swaying ina half-arch movement while ^iss ~euise with one leg 
much shorter than the ether, s* hobbled in a manner suggesting a 
crumbling column. Peer things, they had lived tee long, their fortunes 
had vanished and their world had gone awry,--and yet that very eisilizatien 
which had nurtured them in \the beginning, only to evaporate, had left 
with them a spirit of kindness and gentility, insulating their bodies 
from the physical shocks that would have stunned less courageous souls, 
at the same time engendering a sweetness in their manner that would 
perfume an indifferent society far into the circle of a newer, possibly 
stronger, and surely a mere prosaic age. 

For a little while “china and x walked in the garden, leaving the 
ladies to talk for a little while together, they were so bubbling ever 
with happiness in being together, each exchanging with the ether little 
reminiscences,—probably about the only joy they had left to share with 
each ether, , and then we said good bye, ana touchingly these two eld 
friends embraced eaehether affectionately, and we remarked upon the beauty 
of the great oaks along the high way, but in reality, 1 suppose, we 
all had ^iss Francis in eur hearts. 
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Bee. 11th— continued. 


r x t’s net far from ">esebank to ~ivceaks, a neighboring plantation 
having one of the finest avenues ef^great mess draped trees that 
1 knew in this locality. 1 suppose it is a good mile in length if 
not longer. ft the far end of the drive stands the house,—an example 
of early arehiteture, vauely Spanish of late 18th century eonstruction,— 
rather plain and substantial. x he servant advised us that the aster 
and “istress were out, and so we declined to go in, but drove back 
down the great avenue which mere than recompensed us for our visit. 

h#wn the road a little further we turned off to tho rich ponata- 
tion region, so long made famous by the beautiful houses various 
members of the Barrow family.- Lt w * 8 good to leave the •«®®nt highway, 
gnd wind along the dirt road that wound along the little hillocks that 
raise this region above the plains farther tc the south. 

through a vast park of great greon liveoaas, we drove up a slew 
incline, at the top of which stands Greenwood, and enormous house 
with a gallery formed by heroic colonnades that run around the entire 
house. As one approaches the great mansion through the grove of 
oaks, the white columns glimmer through the moss draped trees like 
gigantic candles or enormeus pipes of seme fabulouscrgan. 

Ms we draw up in front of the vast gallery, "*188 ^rank -terey, the 
chatelaine, comes out to greet us,—a wholesome, substantial woman, 
redolent with geeu health and charming in her eeruiality.. ihere 
is a special impetus to the imagination as one sees little iss ^euise, 
frail yet strong as asymbel of an earlier generation, typifying the 
quiet and secluded spirit of the remote dettage, balanced against the 
personality of the equally strong spirit of Mrs. exy s whoso Green¬ 
wood represents tho opulence, and almost ostentation of the ola ^outh 
at the full flush of its ante-bellum grandeur. 

t 

j.'he interior of the house is harmoniously in sympathy with the 
ample proportions of tho whole structure. The hall is tremendous, with 
lovely eerinthian columns to the right ana left of the kx central 
arch, and a beautifully curved staircase at the far end, swirls 
gracefully to the second fleer. The ceiling of each of the 
great reems on either side of the hall are aeeerated with a beautiful 
resate medalien, —the design in copper, painted white, and accordingly 
in perfect harmony with the white walls. The mantle pieces are of 
Italian marble,-black or dark green, with brenzed metalwera, suggesting 
the "ireetetre merged with the first **mpire. Aeetyline gass is used 
in the house and an endless gass fey pipe descends from the ceiling 
in each room, in ever instance just off center, avoiding the lovely 
resate ceiling madalians. There a^e sumptous pieces of furniture, 
dining room table and eharis, buffets, lounges, etc., with a eule 
cabinet or two faintly suggestive of the famous &t. '■'loud cabinets 

arie Antoinette, now in the Metropolitan. Back on the great 
gallery, we looked off ac ess the lawns. x e the l®** 1 ® a charming 
lilly pend, and balancing it en the right, a beautiful little laxe. 

I remarked to *~rs. *erey that its size, general shape and the delicious 
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Dee. 11th 


Dee. 11th - ^entinued. 

Hefere sunset, we had finished eur calls in St* ^raneisvillc 
terminating them with the ^isses ^elsen's,—yeunger ladies in 
their fifties, ene ef whem perferms wedding eeremenies in her 
autherity as clerk ef the eeurt,—aim i was impressed fer it : 
same te me fer the first time that a man might he parried by 
a weman. They ashed me te return te St. *raneisville te speak 
befere ene ef their eluhs, leaving me free te seleet any tepi<- 

We stepped, tee, at Mr* JJawman s little 
figure eut what might be the nature ef his 
pessibly repairing furniture, altheugh i am net eerta: 

reminding me ef the apartment ef 
- * - t *ew ^erk. 

a brilliant weman, ameng ethe things having 
ef milk inte the United States. 

and their ehild ef twelve er 
‘ >, in eluding 

s in every king and 


little lake ef *arie *neinette 
erey said she had been te England 
she couldn't say as te the similari 
but she said that "this lake ean flea 
i. taken back by this astenishing infer 
its rigid legs sticking 


setting ef green reminded me ef the 
at the farm at ’'ersailles. ^rs. 
but had never been te France, se 
betwen the twe pieces ef water, 
a mule", frankly 1 was a little 

matien as a mental picture ef a bleated mule, - . 

straight up in the tm air en the levely surface ef this water,-- 
fer a eeuple ef * shewy awann was the enly thing i had ever seen 
flLtin! en M^rie knteinette's laae* Later, I learned, hew ever, that 
tvimrii ia an exDressien "deep eneugh te swim a mule", and I suppesa 

Hr" 4r*rw*8 P qu.ting t. giT. U8 *k it*. *f it. 

depth*. 

* rem Greenweed we passed by nierslie, and drove en te highland, 

, u ^ «ri£inal "^arrews --a plain heuse set deep in a huge 

greve # ef liveeaks. The ihteresing arrangements in this early plantatien 
house Miss Leuise wanted us te see especially, but the family wus n ® t 
It llJ ill s. ie ..ntantad .ur.elra. by irinking la tk. .turiy 
charm and peace ef this eld eld father ef plantatiens • 

Ferding littl bayeu Sarah ''reek, we dreve aleng a dirt ^®m 

which branched several lesser reads, many ef which lead te plantatien 
h®u Q es ef varying interest, but all ef which ^iss *^tuise would liked 
ktr* 8hlwn U8 if we aauid ,nly 8t*y .t Tke “.tt.g. f.r . 8e*8.n. 

Franeisville, and se we headed tewaid tewn, passing by the read at lead 
U llrely, tumbling little -.int-Uary’8-in tke “,.ds- *ni an put 
te eentemperary eivilizatien in the ferm ef autemolcies 


1 might care te, 
shep,—I eeuldn t 

It was hepelessly in dis-erder, reminding me ef the i 
the "ardy f s which ^ had visited several years age In 

^adame Hardy was 
interdueed the pasteurizatien 
Her husband was a brainy prefesser. 
feurteen was a psegedy, speaking dezens ef languages 
several "hinese dialeets, getting tep drage - 

getting tee many degrees in eellege while still in his tende 
years** I've fergetten hew ± happened te be invited t© their 
apartment but x de reeall that there was me plate fer anyene te 
sit dewn,—all the chairs, sefas, radiaters and tables being 
piled high with half read newspapers, becks and 

^ewman's shep was liae that, and the mind ef the man 
•eemed aeeerdingly cluttered, a german by birth, he had graduated 
frem «a. and live* the rest ef his livi in °t, franeisville*, 

*g 8 the sun was sinking beyend the treeteps, we Headed Berth 
up the big read teward Bains and the turn eff that teek us Haek 
te the «ettage. **iss •‘-euise Heeminly untirea by this teund ef 
visits, “iss -euise chatted with us all the way heme, telling ef- 
the little episedes she eeula recall ef the treubleseme 
this levely rogien when "Beeenstrue tien. was raising have© with 

what remained after the seeurge ef ar had ^i^ht^ewnthis 

the reving bands ef negsses, meving en masse at midnight aewn this 
rikd teward “t. * rant isvi lie, intent upen wipping eut 


centimued en fellewing page 
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Mr. Bob was awaiting our aetrn on the baok gallary* and 
it was pleasant ta mx sit far awhile before supper, watahing 
the smoke aurl up fram the kitchen, further back in tha yard, 
listening ta the whirr af an aaeasianal awl swaeping from a treetap 
in the west garden aarass ta the sunken garden an the east, and 
picking aut af first evening stars that twinkled in the pale 
blue heave, and talking abeut the sweet little family eemetary 
an an adjoining plantation twe miles beyend the east park where 
the first Mirs. ■‘'avis -*effersen "avis was buried, and af am 
aid darkie af many a year baak whe was being sympathized with 
by a northern waman wha asaed him ta tell her af his hard life 
in slavery. In the latter aategary, the stary gees that tha 
waman asked aid earn if it was true he ware a ahain lefere 
the A ankees had aarae and freed him. ”Yassum, I she did, M am. 
"And when the Yankees same yeur ahain was gene tea, Sam” 

"Yassum, it she’ was, and sa was the gald watah an the end 
af it that M* r se lam dene give me many years befare”. 

But the tinkling ef a little silver bell ealled Mr. Beb and 
me ta join Miss “'euise and “ebina in the dining ream where we 
ate with relish'the delieeus supper,—a delieieus fruit eup, 
fired ahiaken, mashed patataes with ahease, ealliflewer, eggplant 
galade and aakes without number, talking the while af plantations, 
an drinking in tha quaint atmesphere af the lovely aid ream, 
its a untless fine aid ehina ana glasses shimmering in the subdued 
light af the aid ail lamps. 

Befare we were finished. Miss x.auise's nephew, a yauth af 
hdight ana thinness, and ana time aviatar, arrived, and ha 
added a contemporary teueh ta a conversation that had hitherto 
been almast whelly ante-bellum. He said that a shewbeat, iha 
Dixie ^ueen had dee^ea that afternoon at "t, ^ranaisvilla, and 
weuldn‘t be like ta arive dawn ta see tanight's performance af 
an eld^iver raeladrama. Miss -^auise thaught she weuldn t eare ta 
g# # Mr; Bob knew he wouldn't, and saying geednight, retired 
while ~*ebina thaught she wauld like ta ga, and I thaught a let 
as ta Whether Miss i-auise wauld rather have us all ga sa that 
she euuld get same rest after suah a busy day ar whether she 
wauld prefer ta have me stay and talk with her af the geed aid 
days whiah she had knewn sa intimately ana whieh I had learned t 
ta lave almast tea late. 

y yyyyfgyrirtB»»h »wtxwgs x 'he perfarmanae ef the "hew eat was aver 
abaut eleven, and saying geednight ta the ethers, the yeuth ana 
I whe eeeupied adjoining apartments in the wing, made a rearing 
fira in aur fireplace, and sitting befere it until tw@, we talked 
ef eenteraperary preblems and punished a bettie ef Old *rew. 


I i 





'’I 


' 

juetamber l&th - Tuesday. 

1 slept until seven this morning and se I dashed threugh 
my bath with viger and intensity, hoping te be out en the 
terraee befere the rising sun shattered the eleuds ef mists that 

hung ever the great trees in the park* 

/ ’ ' : : ‘ ; 

I walked around the island, dewn belew the terraee, and 
tireled through the sunken garden back te the rear gallery, 
where 1 feuna **r. "eb reading the merning paper. 

The angular eld servant appeared shortly with a neat 
little tray bearing the erange juice and eeffee whieh tasted 
twiee as delicious as usual, thanks te last night's Old *rew 
and my merning walk, 

~t eight the ladies joined us en the gallery and shertly 
afterward the little silver bell rang again. .Louisiana eeffee, 
scrambled eggs and baeen, hot rells, b rits ana gravy, marmalade 
and toasted muffins, griddle eakes andsnyyp ana mere Louisiana 
eeffee. The yeuth appeared befere we were finished ana *±iss 
Louise xh excuse herself fer a bit. r 

We lingered fer awhile ever eur eig rettes, discussing 
•urrent "euisiana polities, ana what the schedule was fer 
the day. *he yeuth and u r. "eb were driving up te batches te 
call en a relative whe haa b en injured in a horrible automobile 
accident a few days back, while “ebina and x were returning te 
Melrese, goin*, by way ef "atchez, tee. 

w n the gallery, “*iss •‘-euise jeined us a^ain, and we speeded 
"‘r. "eb and the yeuth en their way. x hen ~‘ebina and i teek nx 
eur leave ef ^iss Louise, pleasantly laden with a big bet ef 
japenieas fer ~unt v ammio, manuscripts fer me te read and 
a niee fat white bex which Miss Leuise had been preparing fer us 
in the pantry, se that we might picnic en the way heme. 

The woodland was damp and sweet and cool as we drove 
dewn the incline from A he ettage, ferded Alexander’s *roek and 
wound eur way toward the bfg read, Oaee there we headed nerth, 
until we reached Woodville, where we turned from the cement read, 
and headed up the eld plantation read that ran fer fourty miles 
thr ugh traces en to butgBez. I hadn t been ever it since a 
year age last ^ep'SJi-A) , ’’aria I V/. .of ». delighted te find it mere 
lovely than ever, its deep tunnel like passages cut here and there 
by side reads that lead te plantations hidden away im a seemingly 
impenetrable ferost, and its curious ana unexpected curves 
untrammeled by auteaebiles whieh of course from this peint fer- 
ward will always use the raeaern cement road, x suppose. 

"alfway threugh this picturesque and romantic highway, we 
stepped fer eur pichit ef chicken and sandwiches, fruit and 
* cake, making glad the heart ef a solitary darkie whe pead by 
en horseback by tossing him a pieee from our from ourbriming 
ing lunoh box. 
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Dee* 12th, eentinue. 


We set fer awhile, enjoying our cigarettes and watehing 
play af tha maaday sun through tha tauale *f ^eetaps and 

:r:.s5 yss* ss^usrtrta.i-^ 

a a ssts.:■?&-»«, 

a hundred years and mere age, enly te slip hast lnte slumber 
and lie alraest forgotten by the eutside world. 

•‘a dr ere an a lew miles, turned all at a little «^reh, 

and aleng an aid plantatien read past -udge * r “f***“* * 
with its beautiful lawna and unusual allea •* liT ® **^“ “** 
turn at riuht angles half way alang instead af maintaining the 
usdal*stratght*arenue, -e stepped ta. at tha lately alassi. 
plantatian ahurah, white and almest aw ngland like in its 
reserved pesitien several hundred yards baek frem t* 1 ® r »* d ; 

We lingered far a while an its gallery, trying t«Pi«ture ^ 
saene in ante-bellum days when smart aarriages arrived an bunday 
marnings, bearing the planters family ta the serviee beware they 
dreve eff far dinner with neighbors living down anyane ef the 
aauntless pllntauSn r.ads thSt amt through the tra.as alang the 

eld mia.il! route. 

further along - we were struek by the feet this th*».t the 
hunting seasan. Se ware getting eloser t. -at.he^and une might 
expeat almest anything that eeuldn t be im»ai“«* ® "**!„ !« 
leng in sighting it, fer there beside a eut in sat * women en 
» felding chair, embroidering pink rosebuds on a pieee of fine 
linen ss she balanced a deuble barrel sheotgun across her lap* 

I suppose there is ne peint in wasting ene s time waiting f 
dee/to pass in one's direetien when the embroidery w floss could 
lust as well fill in the time. What a pity alvin eelidge 
eould nat have been.thus fartifisd when he used t8 bofishing, 
but uaubt if “r. aalidge wauld ever have gppreaiated that 
deings ef the inha ftants of the atehez region. 

At i-atehez we avoided seeing anyone we knew, driring straight 
te the ferry where we waited fer half an hour until it retur 
from v idalia. I* the u naer the *ill seotion there was muoh 
activity, truoks running to and frow with material for 
hridee whieh is a building, 1 suppose. nd furtnor up the 
water's edge we noticed the great piles ®f lumber ?* 

wh t had enoe been the famous gardens of Magnolia in the »ale, 
so famous before the Genederaoy that the Mississippi boats frequen 
lv stopped for an hour to permit their passengers to stroll 
through these most extensive and beautifully lanusoaped gardens 
ef the entire river's eeurse. Half ef them have leng s^ 
gene inte the river, and the rest axre now 

products ef a busy lumber mill going full blast where cnee we 
glorious parterres. 

w nce across the river, eur drive aleng the flat lands ef 

.Louisiana was pleasant but without the beauty •* J| h ® *!ssiri£ U 
scenic beauty ef the ississippi side ef the river. easing 
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"ec. 12 th, - cent. 


passing through "atchitoshes, we were delighted by the simple 
beauty of tho seasonal decorative lighting which this oldest 

•fcy ^euisiana carries out each year, ^eress the strets beautifu 
little blue and yellew electric lights are strung, and as the 
east side ef the main theredghfare is veid ef buildings because 
ef the * k ed ^iver channel whieh courses aleng through the town, 
the lights that are strung ever the bridges that span this 
approach te the main street, an splendid opportunity is given 
te carry out beautrful designs that seem to be eontrifed from 
little stars brought down from the vast expanse overhead. 

»*e reached “"elrese about eight, nearly collapsed with 
silly laughter when we dissevered that ^ebina had left her 
week-end bag containing all her clothes and things at x he 
*ettage, and so staggered up te the baleony ef the front gallery 
where ^iss ^ellie and ~unt ^ammie were awaiting us with open 
arms. 

^*unt w ammie prepared a ©eld supper fer us, and while she 
aggraned the beautiful snowy xxmx japenieas in a heavy shallow 
bowl, ebina and «*■ chatted with her ef all that had happened 
both at ^elrese and the w ettage sinee three days baok. 
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-Let. 13th - Wednesday, 

* . . . ■ v 

With ^ncle "hitefcot bdside me, k slept heavily last might, 
hut was up befere dawn, bathed and out #f the heuse befara 
seven far a walk. 

On the “*ontrose raad, a passing trust stepped ta affar 
me a i ttt lift whiah A gladly aaaepted, far it's always and 

eduaetisn ta get this sidelight that semes through eonrersatian 
with che work-a-day felt af this legality. 

I I 

ihe driver teld me he was Tissie Cashel, that his mather 
had been the greatest woman this country had ever produced and 
that he hand't minded sa much when she died af typheid fever,— 
net at first he hadn't, but new as the time slipped by he missed 
her mare and mare each day, 

ne said he know ^iss “ammie, tea A --had known her far years, 
and that she was a great waman tea. a wanted ta know "if she 
still lives with that aid furniture' 1 *" and wasn ‘t it queer 
haw seme peaple when they grew alder seem ta like ta live with 
aid furniture instead af buying geed new stuff at the stare* 

I left him at Montrose, walked far a few miles, and then 
raad baak ta ^elrose with a man wha said he always liked ta 
give people a lift beaause he never knew when he might want ane 
althaugh he had a business and owned a farm, tea, and that he 
always did what the -^ible said he shauld da and he haped ta get 
aleng alright, Ha asked me if I had heard af *udge Janes af 
Matohitushes. “aid he was alright when he had been eleated judge, 
but naw he wasn't. "aid the Judge had even parked his ear an 
his farm far carryings an with a stenographer• ^aid he didn t 
believe in sueh ungedliness and that he had gane the next day ta 
the “eurtheuse and told the - udge what he thought af peaple 
wha did sueh things, Ha haped he'd never get inta any diffiaulty 
and be brag ht bafere J udge Janes. 

^e dropped me at Melrese gate, andl explared the big heuse 
ta discover if ^unt *ammie and * k ebina had returned from their 
trip inta the -Little “iver region where * k ebina had planned t© 
ga with her gay ft 90 eestume ta have her piatura taken riding 
in a buggy with w harles ^azurette* 

A hey returned just after wa had sat dawn far dinner, after 
whiah “ebina came aver to my house where we were jeined by *>unt 
Gamrnie, with much talk af swann lakes, ^ahemian glass and the 
estate car and a driver whiah ~unt ‘'aramie would give me ta 
return to u t . Franciville far another limited visit within 
another week, ^ebian valanteered ta provide swann far the lake 
while M unt ammie will provide the latter whiah I am supposed ta 
layout, and" 1 shall seaure a fortune in Bohemian glass,, whiah 
we shall bath save from its impending destruction and at the same 
time use ta emblish a little white temple that really aught ta 
be something if properly esigned and built an the edge af the 
margin af this little Louisiana lake that will, i hope, be 
reminiseent af the little farm at I'atit Trianon. 
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December 13th - continued. 


Miss ^ellie joined us far mid-afternaan coffee, after 
which she and “Vbina headed far ^hrevep^rt 


~unt w aramie concentrated an Ham ^rewn and ^egis wha are 
warding in the front gardens while I gat after a bit of neglected 
aarrespandenee and Journal. 

^fter supper, **unt *amraie ana l talked much af Miss Louise 
and her delicious home and her obviously unhappy situation, far 
life must have seemed cruel ta poor "iss -Louise, a viei m af 
infantile paralysis and it would seem never blessed with a 
remantie episode in the len te years af her life, i tbld *unt °ammie 
tnat Miss Louise had spoken of the three years she studied medeeine 
in Manhattan, and we had fun imagining the set af circumstances 
that impelled this little lady, a preauet of "iss Howards finishing 
sbheel, ta te**r herself away from the fairy-like w attage and 
delve inta science in far away Manhattan, *<e spake, tea, af 
her laex af physical comfort because af ^r. ^ab, fox she hud told 
Aunt w ammie she always freezes in the Winter months, far **r. -Lab 
is almost psychopathic in his fear that the Wattage will burn dwan, 
and accordingly forbids her ta burn more than a stick ar a twig at 
a time. I wonder what sort of apolplexy ^r. -^eb would have if 
he should eome to "“elrese and see the roaring firest that burn with 
abandontwenty four' hours of the day, even when the weather is so 
warm as at present when we keep all the doors and windows wide 
open. 

I said goodnight to ^unt w amraie a little before nine, 
oame home to sit with Lnele w itefoot for an hour and listen 
to ^red lien, —and so to sleep. 
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December 14th • Thursday. 


““t was pleasant te awaken with the first rayi* of dawn and 
from b:r pillow" rr**toh ti e east turn fr on gr& ;r t© rose ta geld. 
Frank Q ; amo_about tix thirty with ny and fir my f^r^. 

He siad; n I think *r. «^yle wili aeme today." ~b nebedy 
expected Lyle, I thought this was a fairly b ead guess, but sure 
eneugh a wire eame later in the day, saying -^yle would arrive 
en the evening train. 


x werked at my typewriter until neem, went threugh the 
ineeming mail with pleasure, and returned te my typewriter 
afterward, "unt Camie eame fer oeffee at three, and after 
mueh talk abeut the ^ehemian glass and the samples ef their 
luaeieus coolers, we made a tour ef the gardens, fussed a little 
in Lyle's house, and before we were done, heard the supper bell. 


Sister and the ^r. brought Lyle from ^erry an 
busy on my typewriter I didn T t get over to the big 


nil. 

three 


, but about nine, he and ^unt w ammie 
ee of us went over to "yle s house wh 


^erry and I was so 
o the big house at 
called for me and all 


night. 


where we talked long into the 


It seems that the federal "ritersti Hreject for Louisiana 
staggers along with no one certain as to how long it'will last,— 
although it seems certain now that the w tate Guide will be 
brought out alright, whether the Reject folds up or not, for 
its is now being proof-read, so that its ultimate appearance 
is assured. There are other books scheduled for early completion 
such as Travel in Old Louisiana, The History of the "egor,—the latt 
er being written entirely by negores on the project the sentents 
cf which *yle says is rather dull, and then there will be a fclk ' 
lere cf *“cuisiana and another volume, the title cf which eludes 
me. ijyle is unaer contract tc write a novel and also tc dc 
A he *“cwer “ississippi lv iver in The ^iver Series of which Krl 
Karmdr’s The Hudson is now enjoying such popularity at the moment. 
Lyle knew farmer in H®w w rleans a number of years age just after 
warmer get into edds with the cellege in Alabama wher. he taught in 
the University. 1 believe -^yle made seme sort of an arrangement wit 
Catherine ^ntheny, living at &3 "ank ^treet in Manhattan so that 
-^arl could live there fer a time, and thus get a bock cff. 


1 want *“yle tc dc A he '“ewer Mississippi before he dees the 
novel*--it wculdn t be the first time he had made the publishers 
wait fer ancvel for years,—for a volume that embraced the 
regicn from ^fcjtHXXx St. Louis, down through notches and baton 
Rouge tc ^ew Orleans would certainly be in the field cf which 
Lyle could write with unquesticned eutherity and entertainment. 


It was three when I get back tc my house. x was enchante 
tc fall afeleep and dream cf plantations in the lower Mississippi 


- 
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December 16th 
Saturday 


It was good tc awaken early and discover that yesterday’s rain 
was finished and that a new day gave premise ef fine weather. 


All morning I werked on mail until mid-morning coffee, when I 
joined the **edam at the big house. We spent a little time 6®ing 
request-letters txw fer books she is going tc borrow from b. b, Y. and 
reward ~em©rial Library on the first quarter of the nineteen century a,s 
it swung around b*tchez. ’ 


Sam Brown came shuffling up the front walk toward the gallery 
where we ware sitting, bringing with him a nice «U B«r«M 
dress of blue, and a snowy apron. Aunt -ammie greeted her affectionately, 
askin about all her people and hew things were going down by the spill- 
wav where she now lives, ht seems she is the ela mamy cf the Henry 
children who spent many years here at ^elrese. She haa much to say about 
eld times and hew many wonderful things ^unt ^arnrnie haa dene for 
and for her kin. furnishing them with medecine when they were sic*. and 
bavins them when 1 they died, -unt “emmie dismissed it all with • wave 
•f her*hand and her usual remark, at such times:''I d.n't retnmeber anything 

about all that." v 


bhe old lady had beenxfc»x touring the neighborhood that morning, 
taking up a collection for new "posties" which she said their grave 
yard needed because the fence was falling dawn and the c.ws were wanaer- 
ine areund and spelling the fiewers and things en the graves. che 
said Miss Sally had given her fifteen cents,-bally nertzeg uagnclia 
plantation -and that J. u. had given her ten cents. Such munifi.enee 
eveked a sligh scream frem “unt “ammie whe flew up stairs^and breught 
dewn her oentributien. I don't knew hew much it was but suspect it 
as ton tim s as much as J. a’s. 


After she had blessed -unt -ainmie, who had urged her tc come back 
and see her again, the ©ldxkabyxx mamy went on her way, calling 
down the blessings from Heaven oa the 


Frank arrived at that moment, bringing me a message from ayle, 
asking me to come over for a highball before dinner, and as it was then 
eleven thirty? “flew. We sat In his gallery for half an hour, talking 
•ver aid times, remarking upen ouri.us pr.»moiations ana changes in 
meanings ef words since plantation days, sueh as frelic and 
and how his grandfather always said bureau for burro, telling Lyle 
about riaing through the ^cekies on a bureau. 


■ptm-r M v -i e ana * walked over to see Luline. x hc sun was 

s. warm that “yle'Visibly petspired although h. was in his shirtsleeves, 
wt nicked up a drink at the saleen, and se centinued eur pregress te 
oeline'a, where we feuud her pressing aver her feithered ana furred 
friends ca the hearth stone where a stew was ©coking to ^^igue the 
•uricusity cf chickens and oats alike. Hut the beds locked as white as 
ever and the pillows on eld "eline's bed locked twice as white as usual, 
thanks tc a striking blue banner hung cb the wall behind the headboard. 
SSSS,u n this blue field cf the banner ran the le fc end, 
"Hefresh"ybnr self^here*—rather startling in such a nesltian. but under 
the edge cf the headboard ran the announcement* ^eea-bcia . 




» 
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We talked with eur hostess fer a little while, and then 
leaving a remembrance and the premise te return again in a day or 
se te bring- her some raedeoine, we walked dewn te the saleen again 
where we met several acquaintances, ^r, ^aehel, whe had given me a lift 
a morning or two before, and a mulatto carpenter whe had dene much 
work fer the Melrese houses, and was new building a big house fer 
the kehn's who hold the dizzying mortgage en the ^ertzeg plantation, 
i think his name is Jee, but as an eld associate of Melrose workers 
he knew lyle, and he insisted en buying us a drink. Lyle reciprocated, 
and then we sat en the gallery, looking out over the beautifully 
smooth blue surface of ^ain * k iver, and remarking upon the almost 
Chinese appearance of the wooden bridge that spanned it at this 
point. I assured -“yle that eventually I was going te have it painted 
a red-orange lacquer, which ©utxtxx cug t t© d© something to the 
whole ensemble cf water, pine trees on the far bank and the sky, 
and ■‘-yle said he would arrange to have hundreds of mulattoes 
attend a picnic in the evening on one side of the bridge, with 
stipulation^ that they carry Japanese lanterns back ana forth across 
it as they plied their way from the picnic buifet to the saloon 
on the other bank and back again, ad infinitum. 

“©line's old husbana, Joe “©quo came by on horseback, locking 
exactly lixe General Beauregard, ne stepped tc say hello to us, and 
in lifting his hat and in other little mannerisms, somehow gave 
off all of the old courtesy and kindly disposition that one always 
associates with the old darkies of ante-bellum days. By now Lyle 
was buying drinks for many a dusky face that x had never seen before, 
and ^ld u oe came in for a round of beer, declining anything stronger. 

His nephew, a youth of 17 or so, came by ana *©6 introduced him to 
us,—forgetting that i h d met Hdward before when x had biought home 
the bouquet of chickens from ^eline’s a week or so back. Drinks 
went 'round again, and J oe mounted his horse ana galloped down the 
road toward home,--an old, old many but still as lithe as,a youth. 

As three roads converge at the bridgehead, and the saloon 
is the only public of its *ind in the neighborhood, a changing 
sound of now faces revolved about the gallery as new people suggested 
they would enjoy a drink ana h fJ le was thoroughly enjoying the 
general carefree, happy dispostion of these Saturday afternoon loiterers 

About five we walked toward home, where supper was awaiting our 
arrival. The board was soon clear of all sitters, ho ever, except 
fer *“yle and ~unt "ammie and me, for once we get t© talking plantation, 
time always sSerns t© cease operation. 

Supper at last done for, we joined the ^adam before her ^ranklin 
stove f©r a while, retiring later with a bowl ©f ice to Lyle's cabin 
to talk ana read from x ather Mississippi until late 


116 


Dec. 17th - “unday. 


I awoke at six and built a little fire, and a lay down again 
until coffee should arrive. When x awoke, x glanced at the fireplace, 
and congratulated myself upon the grand arrangement of the logs which* 
were blazing gayly. a second later it uawned on me that the expert 
eye and hand that had 'J. : a this rcmantic pyre must have been 

ether than mine, and at that moment, ■‘■‘rank arrived with my breakfast 
tray, gigglie in his beard because he had for the first time been 
able tearrange things for me while 1 was still asleep. 

A heavy mist hung over the landscape, and X was accordingly gald 
to stay inside and do some work. ~s X was typing an hour or so later, 
*‘rank came back, —still giggling, and bearing a lovely vase full 
of white roses. He said the Madam had told him he was to slip in with 
these while x was still asleep, and so would 1 please close my eyes 
so he could carry out her orders. complied. 

dinner was augmented by the w loutierville family and ©ne or two 
others, with a huge turkey and all the fixings. 

~fter dinner x walked in the guraen a hit with Charles ^azarette 
and talked for a bit with -yle and the ^r. and his wife in the ■ u it, rfcr y # 
Shortly afterward all of us found a resting place fer an elengated 
siesta, but while the others slept, «*• fiddled about my maisonette with 
my typewriter and books, and before x knew it, supper was upon us. 

^he household returned to its accustomed quiet shortly thereafter, 
with all the guests having gone, and after an hour with the 
Lyle and 1 gathered ice and retired te his cabin. 

u e talked much of the plantation and it; old old problems. 
u 6 spoke of his efforts to teach certain mulatoes to read and the 
eventual dispair of ever getting anywhere. Frank's boy who is 
bright and of some twenty summers was one of gyle's pupils. He 
used a preliminary reader, starting with David is a boy, this boy is 
■‘'avid, this son© is ^avid, David is my son. This lesson was followed 
by one in spelling. "This " being always pronounced "dis", and 
no amount of effort and persuaien could ma*e it otherwise. . "David" 
was spelled pretty well and then "this", and then "son" and then 
Lyle had spelled the words to Tony, , with tony repeating them, as 
far as "D A V I D - and what does that spell, to which Teny re¬ 
sponded in triumpth: "Dis'V 

oueh conversation is so entertaining when Ayi<j is present, he has 
such a funa of anecdotes te illustrate with, and yet, in spite of 
the good drinks,—one of which i eougheu on for hours,--and in spite 
©f the good reaaing, X was so sleepy, X said good bye to Lyle, for he 
was leaving early in the morning, and I retired for th; night. 




•. ... _' r. • **.£5 
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^e*. 18th - Monday, 


Up at six-thirty and out for an early walk, - a little uncertain 
about the three mile lane after all ©f yesterday's rain, but I found 
the going wasn't bad, 

J. had hoped to catch the train from up the line, riding as far 
as Derry where I knew -uyie would be boarding it, s© that I might 
surpiBe him, "ut x missed the train, ana as I was quite a ways from 
home, 1 caught a ride with Sheriff x ay«e ©f "atchitoches wh© was 
go©a enough to bring me straight t© ^elrose, although it was out ©f 
his way by twenty miles, 

I dashed off a few letters, to©* a little walk d©wn t© the bridge 
before dinner as the sun was now out, and after dinner sat ©n the 
gallery with the —mdam reading much good mail that cerae f©r us both. 

~t tw© or a little after, *‘rank brought the coffee tray t© 
my h©use whence arrived shortly afterward not ©nly the "adam but 
als© w eleste and Miss llellie wh© had returned from *->hrevep©rt t© 
read t© me, 

ihe u adame had a hilarious sotry t® tell us ©f goings ©n in the 
kitchen, “hen the co©k was in the garden and •‘■‘rank was bringing ( 

me ©offee this merning, it seems that somebody slipped into the kitchen 
and finding a large piece ©f meat co©kiiig ©n the st©vo, they cut it 
in tw©, taking out the center portion, ana placing the piece back to¬ 
gether to it wouldn't appear especially evident that it haa been 
touched. x Lis was ©f course going a little to© far, and s© tonight 
was desi nated as an excellent hour for a conference, ana ± suppose 
that the offender, wn© is probably —egis, ©ne ©f the gardners, will 
get an invitation t® join the staff of fielu hanas. 

What with the superstitions ana the actual fears based ©n 
frequent enough violence among themselves, it is no wenaer that 
any of them want t© inform against the tw ©ther, event saintly old 
"©dame ~ubert-“’®©que, as steadfast a ^©manist as there is in this 
regi©n,"says, for instance, that you can't pray for help against 
those wh© steal f©r if you d© they will walk down to the river and 
dr©wn themselves. Just what will make them d© this or why she should 
©are if they shoula meet such a fate x haven't the vaguest notion, 
but ©ne will have t© live much longer than white pe©ple ever haven' 
been kn©w tu if one may ever hope t© understand the mental operations 
©f these poor people. 

Mess nellie and react, for an hour, ana after supper talked 
with the "©dam for an hour in her room ana then after getting half 
way through the new section ©f the "cUruaer Diary which ‘“•bian ahd 
sent, we said b «©d night. 
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D««. 19th - luesday. 

Dawn ,8m. Ui W»g*erian trappings, «i*h tha 1 ban* •* *** 

bleating ©f e©ws which somehow supplemented in a bovine sort ©x way 
the*montal pictures .£ tfa. Walkuri.. All m.rning the r.inBd.s.end.d 
snd the thunder relied and all duy the sews were m..ing in a hind ef 
meurnful pretest at being separated fr.m their oalfs ana changed te 

a different pasture. 

Miss "elite same ever early and we read mueh in "laiherne’s 
Mississippi History and ef Outlaws that enoe eperated aleng th« Hatches 

Iracos. 

A 

ten, ^lemence came ©ver with ©ur coffee, -lemenie is an 
exceptional darkie. Uhe is as thin as a rail and looks about 35, 
but they say she is in her sixties. although married, she has n© 
•hildren ©/her ©wn but is bringing up a child that some ©no willed 
t© her when the baby was out a few weeks ©lid. nn 

-ike the rest ©f the colored folk hereabouts, ± suppose ^lenience 
©annot read, but for all that w lemonce is probably ©ne ©f the smartest 
negresses ©n© is likely to run across. 

She isn't the Melrose oo©k, f©r ^lmer holds that post, but when 
something k©es wrong in the kitchen ©r “'Imer is laid up, *lemeno© can 
step int© the breach, and turn out a dinner that surpasses anything 
aimer could ever contrive to dish up. 

frequently, however, when there are more guests than usual, v lewenc 
aives "lraer a hand in the kitchen, l^lmer is as slow as dishwater 
and if it weren't for ^lemenee at such times, dinners would never 

tLi: wav 1 guess'# But far oe it frem -lemence t© get tangled 
up in a lot of useless undertakings. 3h© serves a beautiful dinner, 
and^ith a wave of the dishcloth, the dishwashing is V** 9 

ana ^lemence is ®n her way t© some ©trier undertaking that she like 
batter Of course it is just a detail that “lemenee, tne minx, 

# W nets ana pans ,ut ef the way s.ener than any.ne else e.uld, 
and it is P amazing that shortly after she has relied up her sleeves, 
y.u will find the dishes a«ne and every p.t neatly turned «P •“ 
steve «r shelves. it’s just tee bad, hewever, if yeu shauld by errer 
t«n « any sf 3 these puts right side up. f.r if yu sh.uld y.u w.uld 
dise.ver that Hiamenee hasn't teuohed tne inside ef them, and thre 
oil* i••kin# immaculate from tie ©utsiae, with the msid© all 
^d?ip iitl Jre«e! dried fJed and what net. but -lemenee plays fairly 
safe, since seldem does* anyone check up »n her. 

-he is bringing me ene ef her paintings within a few days. She 
is an artist and we i ks in .11a. using the bottem ef a ^rdb.ard b.x 
•f the side ®f a ^ir^man's soap b©x as a canvas, and they say h r 

er.ati'.ns are something, whether they be .till • ^“T^ek 

portraits. -ha an. aha la g.ing to bring me is a seen, i* 
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•we©. 19th - continue. 


Leo, &0th - "ednesday. 
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hor about her models. she explained that she never needed any* 

"omatimes at night, she explained, she has a vision, and getting up 
she searches around until she finds something to paint ©n t then 
just goes ahead with the paints that albert -ekensie has given her. 

But this morning uleraenee haa a new creation to show us,—not a 
painting but some dolls, using a bottle as & base, she creates per¬ 
fectly splendid little figures, whether it be an old woman leaning 
on a stick or a pretentiously dressed'hottentot, a seem made for his 
nose and a bit of embroidery for the eyes and mouth. She also 
has created in this year's group a beautifully dressed black nan, and 
as she explained to us, the nun has a little girl, and that figure she 
made with a smaller bottle as a buse, and dressed the child exactly 
as the mother-nun. it reminded me of the priest in the local church 
named father Regis who begot a child by a local colored girl, and it 
was named Innocent, ■‘•his was a number of years ago, and the child 
has now grown to ).c,n r: ^X^ze\ ard the moment is working in *rand Isle 
for a priest down there. 

Aside from ti.is series of flights into the ^rts, Clemenee is 
an exceptionally fine seamstress, and the ftinge she makes for one 
thing or another is beautiful. i>he is about the only negress on the 
place at the moment who can spin, too, but she doesn't like to spin, 
and no matter what cajoling or persuatien ~unt w ammie may use on her, 
Clemenee simply wont spin cotton for ~unt ^araraie because she simply does 
not like to spin. 

After eoffee and our chat with ^lemence, we continued eur 
reading until dinner time, breaking the sitting with a walk around 
the formal garden, and later going over the mail, in the afternoon, 
eur good work went on, and I was enchanted with the account of the 
first steamer on the Mississippi, built by Nicholas Roosevelt in 
Pittsburgh, who with ^rs, “oosevelt, made the first trip by steam 
down to "aw Orleans in their boat by the same name. x suppose the 
trip was as exciting as any subsequently maae by any steamer, since 
they were on the ^hie, just entering the father of "aters, in December 
of 1811, when unbeknown to them an earthquake of extraobridnary 
--interruption--- and the upheuveal of the bed of the river was so 
great that no one could find any of the accustomed landmarks, and be¬ 
cause of the overflow of water, it was impossible to locate either 
the eld channel or the new. . Ihe Roosevelts stopped their boat where 
they could along the shore to cut wood for the engine, with Indians 
appearing to assit them sometimes and whitemen living along the banks 
lending them what information they could as to the changes effected 
by the river during the tremendous tremors that haa rocked the valley. 

I must write to ~*leanor “oosevelt ana see if she has any information 
regarding the “'iary -‘rs. “eesevlet kept, and particularly regarding 

her entertaiment on the occasion the **ew rleans tied up at "etches. 

* 

Supper was delayed by the presence of callers in the afternoon, 
and reauin* was accordingly cut down in the evening when we all 
folded up our be, rds at a seasonable hour. 


The air was cold this morning as x stepped out into the 
garden for a little tour before breakfast. But yesterday's clouds 
had disapperod and the narcissus shone bravely in their dark green 
borders In spite of the frost that was retreating before the 
rising sun. 

M ias Nellie came ever at nine and we spent the morning with 
accounts of doings of the old “atehez traces and a couple of 
chapters from an old volume describing the region before 1860, 

dinner was uneventful with cnly cne extra, a youth who made 
little impression on the scene. There was a good mail which wo 
lingered over for half an hour and then took a turn around the 
formal garden to see the youpen berries which weigh dewn the 
little treees in the fullest measure of their fnuitfulness at 
this season. 


*here were guests at the big house this afternoon, with 
Dr. McCook, his wifo and offspring staying for dinner, or supper. 

^he is interested in old houses, particularly those of 
his home town of Natchitoches, although of late he has discovered 
ether eld plantation houses in Louisiana. **e was particularly 
impressed by the ‘‘’ink ^euse near *'ennalsenville which he had seen 
during the past summer, and regretted that it is fast disappearing 
from the earth, thanks to the neglect and dismemberment that 
has overtaken this amazing ante-bellum structure which once 
boasted of 76 roems, wonderful stained ^lass windows, and staircases 
that we the last word in amplitude, bordering on astentation, 

Mrs.J^e^eek, sometime back, had been a guest of some people in 
New "rleans, who had once been guests at the ‘‘“ink houseCellegorve 
in the days of its glory. x hey had told her of the regal manner in 
which the former owners had entertained,-frequently sending a 
steamboat to "ew "rleans to pick up musicians and their guests, 
who would be brought up to the Link ©ouse, entertained for a week * 
or two, and then returned to "ew ^rleans by the same chartered 
boat, "ith all the grafting ana waste that goes inot present 
day Louisiana pelitiean s pockets, it seems doubly a pity that 
the state eannot divert^a little of this money for saving these 
wonderful old monuments of a departed glory. 

x he guests left about 7;30, ana we then reaa until nine from 
TH3 SUNNY SOUTH, possibly by ‘‘‘ngraham, an 1860 pyblication of 
x hiladelphia, containing a chapter ©escribing a "atehez plantation 
of the era. 1 was enchanted to find a lake bearing swann on its 
besom, a nice little buttress in my campaign for a swann lake 
at “‘elrwsn,tempted to take a walk,--the night was so wonderful, 
what with a good moon and a pale blue flannel sky, but being 
tired I came home and feel asleep without even turning on the 
radio. 



i 
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Dae. Hist, —Thursday. 


■‘-natner beautiful summer's like day, warm and zestful as 

April. 

Ut> early and abroad, .meeting an eld man, erippled in body 
and speech, but withal as entertaining as I have run aeress 
in ay little leeal excursions. 

Unlike many whem I have bet, he never velenteered who he 
mi^ht he ner did he ask me where I eame from, ana when he speke 
ef Melrese, I was twiee as interested in the peints he made, 
sinee he, threguh his deseriptien ef the place, obviously did 
net knew x was aequainted with it* Hiss praise ef ^unt ^ammie 
and * h. eenfermed te that which x always hear frem these whe 
understand that * knew them. He speke ef the eriginal ^enry 
holdings as being in the neighherheed ef Ik,000 aeres* I suppese 
that inheritanaes have eut this acreage somewhat, hut as I under¬ 
stand it. the present plantation is fairly impesing in measurements, 
ftnsnxx une eertainly can riae fer miles and still he en "-enry 
preperty. 

a'he eld man speke mu oh ef agrieulture and his enthusiasm 
fer diversification ef ereps, whieh, I believe, is net widely 
practised here. He else speke ef advantages in raising cattle, 
and ef sillage which is kept in a silo,—net built above ground, 
hut rather in the form ef a sunken trench where winter feed for 
the sews, such as cured sillage keeps perfectly. A hks type ef 
gi Xe x have never seen but it seems there are many ef them in 
neighboring parrishes 

i returned heme in time fer 10 e'eleek eeffee, and ^iss 
Hellie jeinea me te explore the written accounts ef *ittle 
andaiasen, the read agents ef the ela batches traces. he astonish¬ 
ing faet that one eneeunters in all these reeerds is that no two 
ef the tales coincide, in fast w aliherne, the historian, gi T ®a 
three separate aceeunts as te the final capture and end ef eld 
idasen all ef which different en all particularss, including even 

the state in whieh he died.. 

fiwr dinner was gave with political talk, if, indeed, neuisian 
operators in government seats can he dignifed with the word 
politicians, and after dinner we explore a volume, published unaer 
the euapioes .f K , with » laudat.ry remari about th. resi¬ 

dent .f the instituti.n, -r. “mith, wh., sinee the publieati.n 
•f this r.lume, has J.ined the in criminals, wearing stripes and 
cutting sugar eane. • 

** quiet afternoon ef reading ana until eight this evening 
when we *11 said goodnight. 
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Dee, ££nd - Friday* 

Up before dawn and reveled in a cold shower whieh nicely 
eut the warmth and humidity ef this strange December weather. 

The sky was evercase with thick blankets ef gray clouds, save 
fer a little slice ef sky in the east where the rising sun was, 
speading a gorgeous copper along the horizon and half way up toward 
the zenith. Frank drouth me before seven, and then I start d eut 
fer a walk, in spite ef his observation that it would seen he 
raining. 

went down the lane as far as "ontrese*,--about three miles, 

1 reckon, and there the first rain drops started, I talked fer a 
while in the garage while the rain increased in intensity, and 
within a few minutes the enitre length ef the lane hack te ~elrese 
was a quagmire. As no cars eame along headed toward heme, and i as 
1 didn t care te spend the rest ef my life, even though at the moment 
I was nigh and dry there, I started eut toward heme in mud ’most 
up te my knees, my shoes slipping at the heel and the mud ssrunehing 
in and eut ef the sides ef my shoes. ,,( hen most heme, a care came 
along, and a nice youth stepped te give me a ride, although by that 
time * was soaked and begraggled. *e stepped at thje saletn at the 
bridgehead, purchased a bottle af part and shared it with me, 
end when done, taking me straight home te **elsese. 

x get into my shower again and gave my shoes and clothes a 
bath, tee. *rank has seen me come in, and while 1 was busy getting 
rid ef the major part ef the lane which •‘• had brought with me, ha 
was building a rearing fire, whieh felt good after all the wet. 

“11 day the rain feel, making up far the time lest during the 
past two months when it doesn't seem that it has scarcely rained at 
all. 

liiss Nellie came aver and read far a while and after dinner 
I buised myself with all the goad things whieh the neon mail had 
brought me. ■‘‘he thoughts ef these friends whence came these tokens 
ef good will and affection did away with thoughts ef reading, and so 
the afternoon slipped by while I drank in the happine ss that these 
symbols ef friendship had brought te make my w hristmas a happy one. 

* while before dupper, I want ever te Aunt w ammie te go ever the 
clippings and letter whieh I had received regarding Louisiana in genera 
and partiaularly about Gayarrs. Wa both were enchanted ever the 
Gayarre review which had come with the alippings and tha Gayarre 
valume which 1 had already opened before the tea-time eame "round. 

He satnerxkhx had wa gotten deep into a discussian regarding eertain 
aspects ef the ^ayagre business than a knaak tame at the Dear. It 
was Begis, asking if he should bring** in mere weed,—a jab whiah 
is always taken care ef by Frank. u bviously he wanted te get something 
off his chest. It was merely that he would be taking Saturday as a 
holiday, and sa——whiah 1 suppese meant he was ready fer his Christ¬ 
mas presant, but intantianal y ar otherwise, *unt ^ammie didn't had 
it aut. As soon as he was gsne, Ham Brawn, the scoundrel, appeared. 
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Dee. ££nd - continued, - 

S*m want#* te knew if "Mias" Henry naeded seme mere wee*. 

"Miss Henry's wee* hex was already bulging but she weuld have 
anether armful . And ^am ^rewn had seme thing en his min*. "Well 
I tells yha, ^iss Henry'*, I'se gwine take de merrew eff 1 *. 

But. Sam ^rown, " the ad am replied, "just hew de you think 
I am geing te live te morrow"er the next day er the next if yeu all 
take time eff an* I ain't get weed temerrew er the next day. De 
yeu all eare? Of eeurse yeu den't, but I'll tell yeu ene thing, 

I aint died ef eel* yet an* I aint gein te". 

"Yaaasum, Miss ^nry, that's right," eame baek the typieal *am 
Brewn answer. "Yeu ain't ferze yet, and yeu ain't gwine te neighter. 
«hy if * *ve te. I'll dene came myself te fetch yeu up yeur weed", 

n 0h, ge en, “am "rewn, yeu knew perfectly well that yeu all 
will be in the big read, just a-carryin en, and yeu went even give 
me a theught temerrew. A eu knew that ^luff never eame in teday, and 
yeu knew yeu went even think ef me~ temerrew", 

"Oh, yassum. Miss ’“■enry. S hu' all think ef yeu temerrew. 
cause temerrew’s Christmas. 

"Well, it may be for yeu, but -hrisomas went eeme fer me until 
the day after, but X wish it weuldn't eeme at all, yeu all get se 
diserganized, all ef yeu, and leek here Ham "rewn, den't yeu get 
drunk the way yeu did last year, and let them yeu drag yeu dewn threu 
the eetten rows, yeur feet in the air and yeur head in the mud. 

If yeu de yeu 11 be a dyin', and what's mere, they'll be puttin' yeu 
eut ef the church." 

Oh, yaaasum, Miss "enry, yeu she' am right. Miss Henry." 

Whereupen the “*adam had picked up a pencil and a little slip 
ef paper, written an erder fer Sam's *hristmas present which he 
weuld collect at the store,»-and **am flew eut, gleeful that he had 
again eeme threugh with all his "Yaassum" business, and knewing full 
well that Regis had get ten exactly nowhere s. . 

We resumed eur conversatien but anether tap at the deer breught 
in Henry, Oh far sand's sake, Henry" greeted the "adam, "if yeu 
tell me yeu aren t werking temerrew, I just gein' te take my hat and 
start fer the big read". ^ 

"Yassum" Henry drawled in imitatien ef Sam. "I ean't werk te¬ 
merrew . But fer beth the "*udcm and Henry this was merely a way ef 
having fun at the end ef the rainy day, and se after a few minutes 
Henry was explaining what he expected te de en leems temerrew, and 
beth Mistress and servant were deep in the preblems ef seemless 
tablecleths that oeuld be weeven by the new methed ^enry had contrived 

Dinner er rather supper fellewed shortly thereafter, and abeut 
eight we all said geednight. 
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Dee. £3rd. - Saturday, 

The rain that had fallen steadily since yesterday merning 
continued te come dewn in torrents all through the night, seem¬ 
ing doubly intense by the strong warm winds that carried it almest 
t® the epen doer leading to the front gallery ef my maisenette. 

Henn, the big police god, with anew, the English bull, slept 
befere the soreendeer, and when A awoke at six e'cleok 1 had 
theught ef olesing the woeden deer frem the Markee plantation 
which swings en my front hinges, but ± gave up the idea of 
kindling a fire when I relized that by shutting the deer to keep 
eut the dampness, i weuld autematioally deny my sleeping friends 
ef their advantageous places eut ef the rain, ana se I turned 
ever and went back te sleep until *rank arrived with merning 
eeffee half an hour later. 

After breakfast, A wrote a little, and at nine I seunded 
the great Chinese gong en my gdllery to let Miss ^ellie know 
I was ready fer a bit ef reading, but the crash ef thunder and 
the dewnpeur ef rain must have deadend the sound, fer it was 
almest ten before she eame ever. 

it was pleasant to sit by the glewing giate, sipping coffee 
and reading from -^r, Menette's history of Hissisppi as eut ef 
deers the wind blew madely ana the rain continued to descend in 

buckets. 

«Just before the plantation diiner bell rang, however, the 
rain ceased and within a few moments the sun came out, and before 
half an hour spring had returned 


In this region of unexpeoted intensities, X suppose it is 
only nautral that the brilliant sunshine and the spanking wind sheul d 
dry up the reads as fast as the dewnpewer ef the last 36 hours had 
flooded them, and accordingly when X started fer a little walk at 
four o’clock, I fcund travel cn feet ever the gravel read as 
easily accomplished as in times when it hurts hadn't rained fer 
weeks. Only the surface ef w ain River shewed effects ef the 
cloudburst, fer it was inclined toward gray in color rather than the 
usual bright blue, 

~fter supper we all went ever te weleste's house fer an hour 
te see her Christmas tree, sample seme pert ana fruit cake, and 
exchange little presents.i*t eight we said geednight and se te bed. 
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Deo* 24 th - ^undfcy. 


Coffee came earlier than usual toaoy, and it was pleasant 
to lie in bed talking with Frank as he built up a rearing fire. 

In a place where st much coffee is drunk, it seems as theugh the 
best sup ef the day is that one, about 6;30 when one is still 
easy in bed, a fresh fire is being laid and one has a chance te 
learn much that has gene en during the night from faithful Frank* 

■“ast evening, it seems, the Christmas celebration got under 
way, and such celebrations along the color line often means some¬ 
thing more in the nature of a * k oman circus than a church service. 

Last night's quote xer this plantation revolved about one 
"nderson who lives on the place, he was in a saloon,--the Green 
Derby, down the lane a mile or so toward Uagnolia Plantation, and 
with him by way of making merry was his sister and her husband, \ 

As drinks went round anu round, the husband developed an argument -.\ 

with his wife, and ended up by beating her. Te this, however, 
his brcther-in-law protested, saying to the beater, "Leek here, 

Sam, why don't you taae your wife home if you want to do that. 

You know it aint nice to beat her before company". 

But w am resented the interference and drawing a gun, shot 
at ^nderson, the bullet passing sideways through his open mouth, 
so it took out one tooth but did no other damage, "ut Anaerson, 
rising up with legimate excitement, drew his gun and fired twice f I 

at his brother-in-law, hitting him twiee in the arm. The Derby 
was naturally in an uproar by this time.and Sam was taken off to 
the hospital anu ^nderson and his sister departed for home. How 
I am beginning to understand why -hristraas on a plantation where 
whiskey is so easily available is nut all that it is cracked up to 
be. ' 

Miss ^ellie came over at nine and read from '"laiberne until 
noon, when we joined the family,--increased by two or three members 
for dinner, during which niee Christmas mail arrived, and my heart 
turned toward Dev/ ierk from wheneo comes so many evidences ef generous 
ties ef friendship and affeetien* 

it Gemini© ana ^iss ^ellio came over to my house for af tern- 
noon coffee which quickly developed into a parade rather than a 
pleasant half hour of plantation talk, for it seemed as though 
half the plantation itself came knocking at the door during that 
half hour, asking the **adam for a thousand orders fer this taht 
and the other thing about eraers for ‘■'hristmes,— everything from 
"how about turkeys for tomorrow's dinner? " te"Hew about the day 
**r. Francois ana mb going in the big road,". Some of the many 
colored people * thought x knew, and the identity of some was un- 
known . t Somehow x guessed that one of the men was dam Peace, but 
I didn t ever get a ehance to ask, so many things were popping 
straight along without interruption, I may have mentioned Sam 
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Doe. 24th * ^un, Gent. 


a w-p*™ W X am a©ina to run the risk of a repetition since 
reuentlv heard one sentence that concluded the murder tale 
L. rt/h h. wis mixed up, unc I i.n't want t. miss reading th.t 

sentence. 

*8 y.u may reeall, Sum *.us. was h.usemun f.rmeily, .eeupying 
the Tim holes, H. lived with his wife 

bey.nd the aereuge where theswunu lube i ^ frtm 

dlluti.rville^h. used t. visit her su ” 0 £“^*" 8l ^ h g n ^ i f.“user" 6 * 4 

te be w c»abin Sem would discover the visitor just 

l"unng! n ha li v.iula return t. -elr.se end cemplaing t. J. H. hitt.rly 
kb.ut the men. 

one night he awe baek t. -. n.'s h.us. t. uir his misery at.. 

s time J. u. wes exhausted ana busy finishing up seme w.rkiB 
* u was in the top drawer of his aesk. came 

”i.n, ..~t .i. s; 

sns *« s°s. .!X «• a . 

that DTt of his old tale that he usually asked what he could do 
that P*rt ox nis T u tired and disturbed as one might 

about suoh a business* J. a aake ao 

ha by a dr.nning fly, aut.atieally said:"“h far -d > »*ke, «• 
kill the bastard", and went en with his work, , . 

Sam fumbled ar.ud a few minutes lender and then disappered, 
oam rum i .turned and te a h,’s surprise, placed 

Half an haur later he leturnau and ta . . a p 4( 


, b.-s r reiver an the table anusaid :"Well. Ulster J. H., I d.na 
id what you say* I killed alright", 

ibis unexpected and calm announcement, in^sharp o.ntra.t t. 

the earilier whines, startlea • •* t f aourt for- 

tat the affair wauld have te ga ^raugl h ^ ^ u , caiaere4 that 

nality ^/rVv.lver tLt^ h£d killec the culprit and s. J. H. . 


iSs^iSd tut af the ; in Lipins# ta tha gunshat and 

tlecus af negeres were eonv^rging in respen^. se J. new 

the screams af hysteria an the P-rt .f sam twii • “J tumult 

earner was bearing a lighten lamp, anc eaoh new nlSt ef 

ta the exaitment by ““ th^ beuy^'af Le murdered may. 

ill this excitement, J# • nuthouse os though 

W.dg.d upright betw.en the hause“ftk"hil. 

£ tl s. 11 flattened a^t^hAwe buiIcings th.t he remained up- 

right. 

ufaeurse the bady cauldn't be touched 
had be.n aalled and he was heurs .n the y* w4il . ,n th. 

TilAZ cr.. e d“f Q m°.rbid ,# cur“"s an-l.ak.rs swelled in num. .rs an* 
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Dee. &4th - continued. 


Finally the sheriff ana Cernener arrived, and after talking 
with ® u ana the members ef the ■c'eace ffamily, it wfcs decidea tnat 
Sara weula’nkve t® go te tewn te spend a while in jail until the 
matter cauld he put straight en the books. Shortly after they 
had departed, the big man's brother arrived in an eld enelesea 
Ferd from '■'leutierville te take the ueuy heme f@r uunal. several 
exeited hands gathered about the mead man s brather te aaist 
in putting the corps inte the ferd. fhe wficle « husinesa seemed 
a degree mere messy when it was faund that because the bedy had 
turned stiff during the hours awaiting the arrival ef the @fxiai*ls 
and could therefore net be placed inside the ear. it weula seem 
a little indeeliat. te ask ^rs. Peace fer a beu blanket te . 

oever the bedy, anyway, ana when it was dissevered that it eeulan t 
be placed in the ear, it was merely leaaed en the side ef the 
ear the feet sticking ferward en the front fender, ana with the 
hrether at the wheil, the funeral wagcn get under way. Scarcely 
ente the highway, hewever, the rear tire exploded, throwing the 
nerveeus bystanders inte a momentary panic* and ef course 
neeessitatien a change ef tires then and there, the tody still 
peised precariously en the running beard. 

eventually the car ana h its buraen r eacnea w leutierville 
ana the bauy was %sx interred. A hen, in town, followed a pre- 
funetery hearing, it was decided that Sara *eace had killed the 
man in a sudden rage when he had discovered his at * dalliance 
with his wife. Sam accordingly returned te the plantation una 
l s *r ;oiiuu tfh* \L'r nermal course, except fer the darkies who 
talked much about the excitement, reciting it te anyene whe would 
listen te them, fine ef the negresses,—I think it was ^lemence ,— 
had abeut the mest leveling ebservatien te make abeut the whole 
thing because in the first place, ^lomence is smart, ana in the 
second place she had seme inside track en the whole afliar, knd 
tnis was the last sentnce Glemence had te say: ’.Tell, it dene 
make ne matter, Sam Peace killin dat man, but I don't reckon why 
he dene ate a plate ef soup wid him firs, 'fere cnasing him eut 

and sheetin' him." a . 

AI1 d this is the ena ef this tale, and about the end ef 

today's diary, fer supper shortly followed this parade ef planta- 
U^pe.pl^kd after dinner we* sat for % while bef.r. the ^ranBli 
setve, and I went heme t® listen te w rsen "ells programme with 
a-ienel "arrymere ueing nicken's famous Christmas stereo 
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bee. H5th - Monday. 

t B«ke at five, got up and threw seme big ehunks ef weed 
I aeke at iive t g f a i#ve te watch the 

on my firs and jumped bkok int* bed, t.i d Defer* dawn 

relectiong ef the flames in the big easuexn 
o.mes up and blotts them out. 

u Util “>• •” i “”"" 

package before he left. 

k hurried shower, ana <s>ver W hich^arrive*at & eight, after 

fleck ef letters oefore breai. until "*unt *aramie eame fer 

which ^iss arrived wsifter ana the br. arrived, and so the 

eeffee, shortly after w i time the dark clouds began 

morning were along, -bout dinner ™ ^ the time 

dissolving into mists, then tun^ng^ ^ ©eld outside, making 

the dinner bell rang, it was dar* filet turkey with oyster 

the fe tive board twice as gay. ® greens, het buiscuits, 

dressing, eaulifiewer, reas p * p ielleys and Heaven knows what, 

rs i; rS'.rt;.K:... .i~..«-« 

the table. 

*11 during the m.rning the explosion of 

iL.pt one in mind of “outhern d hriBtmkS, ^ mhieh is always open 

thirty, -. *. had been in the plsntsiti« ajMx ,^ ^ hsnd8 ,_ 

•d “hristmas m.rning. * T Br8orit#r of the plantation greot- 
men only.-eome by ^8 Pt«P r * the good cheer which is sl¬ 
ings, and incidentally to partake Ah# 0 , unter8 were 

way s provided witnout ®“.nt t# 8k . ch ,f th.se wh. cm. 

leaded with * 1M ’ ‘ i " . nhundsnie. is each was welcomed, h. 

good aheer was offarad in abundanaa. ahaasing averalls, 

was • sited what he weuld lihe ’t h98 , wha had bean 

same firawerks, some tobaac, an a i halinay spirit was 

on the plaoe langer were given s«ts. ina t . hear 

in the miast ef this ^S^her mg^^d^ ^ th# lunny little arias af 
their full threaten lrfiiixx ug wag trickling through 

gaity that welled up as the g.od 0 * fc8 therings I had knawn 

them. It reminded me^.jLtdent af ana erganizatien ar another had 
in “anhattan where the ^eeident « d *“* # * r ‘ he . r , B the thrashald 

spansared ar aeiiuiesea * ray8 eli 8U oh gathering* leave a little 
af this day af aays. * thinkint; about such vast subjeat, 

t. be desired far J. ether t.pics which are 

as a greater distribution af wealth and^an^ ^ trying *• 

oertainly aut af aruer at , wpristmas semblance of 

far a maaent to oateh or mai * , halp talB itin. to mysdlf that 

good will tewsra men. 1 f#r the moment these 

in reality kgnoracn. \*^^>nith.it the sobering off.ots of 
winde^at*tho'set-up'in'which all m.rt Is find themsolvos. 

i must say there is much to ^«. *S” 

I know Who provide the poor ai ven the needy a ohanoo to 

with the business, for that at i a esoapos th* neoossity of 

•* 


» 
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voQ. 25th * continued. 


ooffoe time in late afterneen, r'rank arrived with a tray 
with a generous pertien ef fruit cake. ■*■ sampled it and fauna 
it geed and x was glad ta shara it and talk af things laoal 
far a little while befere the fire before getting baek .a my 
machine. 

*"11 the servants were sent h me early and s® we had a celd 
supper a little after five. wine and celd turkey make a 

fitting repast fer the elese af the -hristmas vu y, and r did 
justice by it. We sat ana talked far ahile in "unt ^ammie's 
r .am, turning ever ^hristmas mail and laughing at '-’aramie beeause she 
ceuldn't remember same af the peeple wha haa sent them because 
they didn't sign their last names. 

in my cards was ene that x was unfamiliar with beeause I 
had never heard the name befere. Thanks te a little nate attached 
ta it, i discovered it was from the traveling cempanien i had 
earning dawn here,--someene wha had been en the train from ^ashingtan 
ta Bristol, x think, with wham x haa talked with sa much pleasure, 
as I haa never learn the persons name, this card was deubly in¬ 
teresting ta me. 

i went home at eight,- listened ta the radia far ahile and 
sa ta sleep. 
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.December 26th - Tuesday. 


I am nat sure if 1 h*ve lest the sheet I wrate far today, and 
sa i shall jat dawn a couple af lines as a guarantee. 

The dawn was dampish,—very, and it drizzled and paured 
all marning. . ’ 

^iss "‘ellie came aver early ana together we prewled through 
Galiberne and his account af the **aren Burr cens£iracy, whieh seams 
much marc tremendous as ane expleres the dta in mare detail, and 
in a way it would appear that the mast extraerdianry thing abaut it 
was that in spite af the fact that soeres ef peeple must have bean 
concerned with it in ana capacity ar anether, na shred af evidence 
was ever turned up ta acutally indicate that Burr himself was aver 
platting anything, although circumstances make it appear that ha 
was deing his best ta stir up a rumpus that weuld terminate in 
a canflict with i>pain, where upan he wauld daftly pick a plum in 
the farm af "euisiana and passibly fexas far hiself. Ta have 
managed all the intrigues that he must have in engineering this gi¬ 
gantic schema surely stamps him as a genius even th ugh his whale 
fabric af empire fell inte shreds. 

■‘'inner was a little hurried, with ^iss %llie an the alert ta 
be ready ta ride with J. B, whan he left far "at chit aches, sa that 
4 she might catch her bus there far w hrev#pert, 

Jae had a greut deal to say to her about th© dangers ef the 
trip, haw oars might collide ar ga inta the ditch, and x believe 
that this did make her nervous, although x suppase ha didn't realize 
haw much. 

■^ut “"iss "ellie did get away in time, and because af the 
slippery reads ana a series af circumstances, there was an accident 
ta ane af the tw# busses gaing to w hrevp#rt, the first stopping 
suddenly and farcing the ine fal awing to apply its brakes sa 
quiakly that the later skidded and went inta the ditch. "11 in 
all, x guess the journey was ab ut as harrowing as the rehearsal 
Jaa had given. 

The S sun came out far a little while in the »x*»xx aftarnaan, 
and x teak a short walk ta the bridge and back, .but it was a little 
ta muddy ta ba pi asant walking. 

in the evening, the “*aaam and i read for a spall beafre the 
•Branklin stave and sa geeanight. 
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December 27th - Wednesday. 


I arose early, fussed with my fire a bit, but leaped back 
into bed again until -^rank came. I had planned te take a leng 
walk this morning, but when *rank said thu t is was tending teward 
rain, X relinquished the idea and stayed under the severs until 
afterseven. 

-*-he morning flew by pretty fast, what with a considerable 
correspondence te be taken dare ef and seme notes te make en 19th 
eentury plantation life. 

dinner came and went with a reduced number at the beard, but 
snatches ef conversation interested me much, and while X didn't 
participate much, I did manage te askk a few questions, the 
answers te which intrigued me much,—no£ so much from the clarity 
ef the responses, for they really weren t answers, but I delighted 
in the stimulation they gave te my curiosity. 

Vile were speaking ©f seme mulate children living nearby,--! 
believe their name is J enes, and the family has control ef quite 
an acreage hereabouts. It seems that three ef the children drove 
te ehicage yesterday in 22 hours, and said they would stay as leng 

as their peoane money held out. Somewhere in this discussion ef the 
Jones family I heard this remark: "Yes, they get along vs well 
as you could expect, but ef course you can't expect much b cause 
they don*t have any influence regarding taxes, etc,” I gather that 
it pays te be in with the assesers, the politicians and the bureau¬ 
crats. - 

Something eles interesting was recounted tee. Seme mulate 
youths ef 17 or 18 from Natchitoches were down here the ether night 
at a nearby saloon where they had enough te drink. At a late 
hour they^empleyed someone te drive them back heme. One lived 
at east atehiteehes, en the east bank ef the Gain or Ned * k iver, 
and the ethers lived en the west bank, -“atehiteehes itself 
is £0 miles north ef here. The beys who undertook the job ef 
driving them heme thought t# play a joke en them in their un- 
eertain condition, and accordingly drove them 10 or 15 miles 
south of hero to w leutierville, letting one bey out en one side 
ef the ^aino diver, telling him that it was ^ast ^atehiteehes, 
and delivered the ether two beys to the ether.side ef the bridge, 
telling them that they were not heme. X dent knew what happened 
next but 1 think the three inebriated youths succeeded in getting 
themselves locked up in the w leutierville jail,--if any, 

in any event, the next day dawned, ana the parents ef the 
wondering beys learned ef what had happened te their off-spring, 
and brought chargos of kidnapping against tho youths who had played 
the prank. They in i,heir turn were clapped inte Natchitoches 
Jail. Xhe next move, ef course, was toward J. ri, , to help them 
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Dee. 27th - continued 


gdart get the second batch out ef jail. Xt would appear that a - 
white man cuts mere ice in such matters than the mulatto, and ef 
course J, -a. areve up te "atehiteehes, somehow get them released 
en the $2,000 bail that had bet set, and so that made the relatives 
happy at least* When ~unt w ammie heard of this, however, she 
laughed at the whole business and said; Vint V a, a s}.ght? Wfcy 
if you went te buy the whole bunch in jail, they weuldn t 
be. worth $2,-— all put together.” 

And it seems that while there, V a. thought it would be a 
good, time te get ^nderson out en bail, tee, for it seems that after 
the w hristmas sheeting ef his brother in law, he had become a guest 
of the county. ~nd so ^nuerson was let out, tee, and it seems, 
that one ef the beys didn t have any parents present at the time ef 
J. 's appearance te use^his influence in getting- them out en bail, 
and so he steed for the esserted one* xt gees without saying that 
This brought forth an observation from ~unt ^amraie who laughingly 
asked V a . ilx why he didn't empty the whole jail while he 
was about it. 

But 1 suppose it is this sort of consideration for tho depressed 
seetion of the population which makes the white man loom ever 
larger in the eyes ef the colored section, and ef course it is readi¬ 
ly understandable why everyone thinks that J. H* is one ef the 
best friends they have. I presume there are few people in his 
position, tee, who would bother about such business, and it 
is only natural that he should occupy a place in the mind ef 
ecler somewhere close te *>aint r eter. 

~fter supper **unt ^amrnie ana x reaa for a while from 
Autobiography ef an ~ibregte and from the book by gyle's grandmother, 
whose name was something liae Elizabeth -“yle w axen. her book 
ef reminesconces ef the Vnfedrate War vxs is splendid, and her 
use ef steng words and her regad for the negro romind mo so mueh 
ef her grandson. 

**ine e "clock came quickly ana so to bed. 
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Dee, 28th. - Thursday. 


Up and abroad before sun up, with a golden glow shimmering 
&lan & oain River, save far the tiny bays reflected the black shadows 
af the pines that stand aleng the raute af the aid dirt read* 

i. hadn t walked far several days and the fresh air fait bracing 
as l skipped puddles dawn the lane as far as "‘antrase. 

As I arrived, ^ahn ^aims, whe hau dinad at the house frequently, 
passed by in an eld rattletrap with three ether bays, n* stepped 
and asked me if x wouldn't like ta ride, an* - hep ea in and 

jit „ #lo * * s far # r with him 

* Atf was about nine when we reached tawn, but fortunately the 
morning train tweard ^entrese was late, and so x caught that and 
rede back several miles and walked fram there heme. 

and Joe met me in the lane, .oin* in the apposite direction, 
and in response to their invitation, 1 got in ana rode back as far 
as the saloon whence we returnee ta the sotre where x found tfrank 
who gat the Key to the ©la scheelhese where all the plantation childra 
used ta learn their three "R n s. M enoe home ana same correspenaence 
before dinner. 

in the afternaan six or seven people called, an ala man af i 
84 and his wife, their sen ana his wife, his grandson af same 18 
summers and same ether people. The ala man had been a local 
lawyer in nis day, - ^earbereu*h, or some such name and had handled 
legal affairs far the plantation. I teak the men under my win* 
and pointed eut the salient features ef the African house, the 
Saxtn c%bin, my maisonette, eta, ~fter they had departed, I worked 
seme before dinner or supper as the evening meal is at ^elrose. 

About four o’clock it eccured to. me that it was just about 
two months ago today that 1 left ^ew *erk far Louisiana, and it was 
illuminating to take stack of the impressions that I had had be¬ 
fore arriving, the day arrived and then two months after,—-how 
some of those impressions had altered, how something of understanding 
about negroes had widened a littlo, and most of all how aeeply my 
admiration for those I had know fer^ such a short time h*d grown. 

Knowing nothin* about the ridale of colei before I arrived, 
x find new after two months on a Deufcfeiana plantation that I am 
more perplexed by it v than I was before. It weula help out a lot if 
I could ever find out if the negro is susseptable to'education, if 
ho can remember anythin* from yesterday's happenings ana experiences, 
and if can, through education or an improved social status, ever 
anticipate eventualities ef the merrew. It would appear that the 
white person has done mighty littlo along the two latter linos, and 
guessing about the capabilities of the person of color is accoraingly 
difficult, 

.after all the prattle x have heard in the Aerth about the 
necessity of bringing education and a sense of responsibility te 
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doe. 28th - continued. 

the negro, I have abaut made up my mind that it would perhpas not 
be a bad idea to exert oeneurrent proslyting on both colored and 
white. Without bothering to examine why, x sometimes find my mind 
wondering off to "hina when I contemplate the status of the Deuth. 

Re one can deny that the *hinese reached an extraordinary degree 
of culture,-- in limited numbers -- for at the same time no one 
can deny that hundreds of millions of Chinese are lacking in 
everything"that man considers essential for his existence. Ana i 
wonder how it is that when a groat section of the globe ean thrive 
so mi*htily in ph&lesephy and the amenities for a very limited few, 
that they seem totally incapable if learning how to govern for the 
benefit of all. And sometimes my mind turns back to Pompeii 
before 79 A. a, t when husbandmen cultivated the slepes ef Vesuvius, 
and wealthy patricians built fine cities at its base. I wenaer 
if those men were justified in disregarding the evonutalites that 
became sueh a devastating reality, ana should they have tried te 
anticipate the catastrophe er was there a 99 chance te 100 that 
the tap never would blow off? And is the M outh like a great 
hidden dome of black oil that will swell cut vast depressed caverns 
and never come to the surface until seme better dawn breaks and 
a use feund for it when it will Gome^into its own. course there 

probably woundn’t have been much chance for a refinement of oil that 
might have been discovered in the middle ages, and so must we con¬ 
tent ourselves with the understanding that we are new all living in 
such a social set up that neither care to inquire or is able to 
aentrive a use for this vast flood of crude? u ne nice thing about 
a discussion of the whole problem is that everyone has a panacea 
for it, with those who have lived most remotely from it being 
most certain about their thereies while those that live closest 
to it seemingly the most confused, if indeed, they contemplate it 

at all, * 

^ut this i ( s supposed to be a Journal ana not a public firini, 

and so x shall let the matter riae for treatment in another and 
more appropriate setting. And parenthetically, 1 must add, I m 
afraid that is usually the conclusion everyone makes on this point. 

—t six, ~unt w ammie, J oe, J.H, w eleste and x drove down to 
KLeutierville to have dinner with Dr. and ister. x he air was 
snappy and theie was a hint of snow, so that inside the fires on 
the hearths seemed twice as gay. Dinner was delicious, turkey, 
wafflew and syrup, and fine salade andwithal fine pieces of 
glass ware to make the occasion twice as festive. Denversatien 

was dull, as conversation must bo when the multitude revolves about 
the baby, but there is no great loss without some * eat gain, and 
of course tne saving of wear and tear on the conversational powers 
was enormous, fhe Henry’s eat fast and are an active elan, so that 
in spite of the entertainment, we were all back home by eight 
o’clock and after a bit of reading beofre the ^rauklin stove, Aun 
Cammie and 1 said good night. 
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Dee, 29th - Firday* 

Anether beautiful dawn, gray-rese giving way te silver knd 
blue with a brillian sun fellewing te cut the frest en ray gallery 
steps end seften the rim ef iee en the great iren suffer oassin, 
which these many years ag# was releavea ef its eriginal duties te 
act as a bassin fer water hard by the "pit" where aunt *ammie places 
seme ef her mere fragile trepical plants during aieeember and 

January. 

n kC k heme before breakfast had arrived, ana bathed anu shaved 
befere i heard Frank's feetsbeps en the gallery and my tray had 
arrived. last night “ncle Whitefeet haa been se frisky, tearing 
areund frem sefa te chair, but the little staircase te the balcony 
and thundering dewn again, that ‘ hau invitea him t© take evening 
g-trell which must have been expended since I failed te find him 
waitng fer me en the gallery when x returned frem my walk. But he 
was there when krank arrivea with the breakfast, ana se he jeined 
me in some bacon and toast, as a kind ef aessert after he had 
breakfasted heavily en his canned feed. 

Feed eut ef the way I tackled a stack ef mail, writing until 
11 ; 3 - when x teek it t® the stere, stepping en my way back fer a 
little chat with the ^adsm befere her great franklin Steve. 

Just as I was leaving, the dinner bell rail*, ana se we beth 
marched dewn begether. 

mail had arrivea, and with dinner and the family eut ef 
the w*y we leeked through a cepy ef LIFS that had come threugh 
frem a theughtful frisnd, and we feund it ef particular interest, 
te us, containing as it did, many a fine phetegraph ef Gene »ith 
The Wind sets and a flee*. ef *euth -arelina plantatien scenes, in¬ 
eluding ene ef Hiadleton ‘lace en the “shley “iver which i have 
leved se leng because it seems te carabine the lew ceuntry en a 
Versailles pattern, thus uniting the sweet unbelievable epulenee 
ef the ene in the classic, well erderea lines ef the ether. 

There was a ltter tee frem “©bins, advising that a east weuld 
arrive in the same mail, and fer this package I cashed te the stare, 
returning te the "*adam te examine it, take eff the tags ana re¬ 
wrap in preferatien fer re-mailing te a friend living in Leuisiana 
but en the ether side ef the Mississippi, a meet admirable persen 
whe freezes every winter, thanks te the obsession ef her brother 
whe prevents the building ef a good sized fie© at all times fer 
fear ef burning dewn the house. With characteristic forethought 
te reraeve any suspicion that she had purchased the coat fer her, 

<**unt *amraie sent a letter, explaining that the garment had come 
te her at this season, and as^ed her if she would not uo se geed 
as te pass it aleng te someone else if she herself had ne use fer 
it, ana further explaining that she herself selaem were a^sett and 
since she already had an ample supply, she herself ceuldn t use 
it. It‘s a geed game, r think, and I feel sure that everyene 
is se socially consitutea that each will play the rele with serieus 
mein, yet never unminaful efthe actualities invelved in the matter. 



136 

bee. 29th - cent. 


“unt w aramie came ever f®r eeffee at twe, and we talked ef 
a variety ef things, including the mest auspicieus time te ta^e 
ever the preperty where we prepose t® create the swann lake., 
which we hope to get unaer way during "anuary while J. u. and -elest 
are in “exieo. ^raank came in t© fix the fire, end he peinted te 
the beautfful pieces ef stained glass that I have leaning up 
against ene ef the panes in ray great window, saying that he was 
coming ever and work all night with me te turn all the panes 
into color just li^e the little pieces. x © this “unt ^amraie 
remarked that he and I were getting just as bad as Frank ana **■r. 

Lyle and that beth ef us would and up by doing se much fmelishness 
that we weuld all be in the big read befere we get threugh with 
it. I# this sally, Frankgiggled with glee and said; ”l sure dees 
like it when bliss “obina er *"r. .uyle er ~"r. Francois is here with 
us all",--and with the remarks en this scere that f©Hewed by 
Aunt w ammie I felt mere than ever hew marveleusly she-unites the 
rele ef mistress ef -^elrose and friend ana protector ef her ser¬ 
vants of color wne adore her. 

Henry Hettzeg was busy curing the day, threading a loom en 
which “unt w ammie expects ef weaving a seamless tablecloth, and 
se after eur little conversation, she shipped aleng te see hew 
Henry was progressing and ‘ went bac* te my typewriter. four 

* went ever te the big heuse te pick up a package which had 
premised te deliver te -©line in her cabins a mile away en the etner 
side of “iver. in the library 1 feuna <**unt Gammie entertaining 

seme college pr.offesser and his wife, and X stopped te eaht fer 
a moment with them. Then A gathered up my duffle bag and started 
eut, stopping fer a moment at the stere 

'■'n the way te the lano, x passed by the store ana found. Frank there 
with his first born, A eny, a youth ef seme 20 summers whe is here 
frem "ew v rleans where Lyle has feund him a couple ef jobs since 
euy was forced te leave elerse a year and a half back because 
seme ef the powers hereabout found him to reealeitrant when drink 
up set his sense ef prepertien en ene er twe eccassiens. Tony 
saia he wanted te come to see me tomorrow as he had messages frem 
^r. Lyle for me. 

~nd se eentinued by jeurney dewn the read, acress *ain “iver, 
en beyend the saleen, echeing with hilarity frem dark skinned 
habituees from within, and sa an up the read te Haline's. The 
degs announced my coming and ela Jee met me at the gate,--geed - 
eld Jee, always se ceurteeus and kindly, with a glew ef refinement 
shinning from within, neticible in se many ef the elder darkies. 

Jee new is 84 and all his len* life with -eline, the ^hhemian ef 
k 86, I instinctively feel serry fer him at the seeming misfit 
his demastis surreundings must have always made him feel. 

Heline welcemed me aerially, tee, and entering the cabin effar¬ 
ed me a chair befere the hearts, at the same time drubbing twe ef 
the heunds curled up en the dirt ana breken bricks befere the fire, 
and spanking a ceuple ef eats and three chickens which were huddled 
near the embers. 
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n®e. k9th continued. 


We talked of her rheumatism as she inspected th® garments I 
had brought, ana she seemed f®r a moment te forget her pains as 
she held up the vv®elen sweater t® her shelder as a slip ef a girl 
might de with a new evening gown. . ^ 

' j 

W« t&lkea for a spell regaraing the weather, hew the heus® next 
uoer haa once threatened ^eline’s heuse when the'former burned* en 
a windy ni^ht, -and all the while «eline was busying herself in 
searching out a lively brace ef chickens which sh® eventually 
rounded up amidst vast noise both from the eaekling hens and the 
accompanying bark ef the dogs, ^eline returned with them before the 
fire and said she wondered if 1 weulo carry them home for the ^adam, 
bfct x saia definitely that A would net, since ~unt ^ammie said that 
heline was to keen her chickens and net ^e iy flying around the 
nieghberheed with them, ^eline chuckled at this, urged me again 
to take them to "Maman" as she styles ~unt w amraie, ana when I again 
refused, she relinquished her hela en them ana spanked them out ef 
the cabin. 

In the mean time eld w ee had been rumaging around in an armeir 
and had brought forth a bottle of blackberry wine which he gave me 
with a *lass to pour myself a drink # he jeinin* with me to toast 
the season. -*■ drank it with as much satisfaction as any toast 1 
had ever drunk, and after another cigarette, said geedbye to them 
both, ^eline assured^me on the way out that she would pray to 
St. ~ntheny so "Hainan’ 1 would find tne Keys she has recently misplaced, 
and walking with-me to the secona fc ate, which me well f®r the 

new year, and taking ®ff his hat, she®k hands ana saia Au ~ev#ir. 

w n the ro&a back t© ***elrose, x met ^dward, their U ranuson wh® 
lives with them and we exchanged the heliuay greetings, and so 
•n my way t® the big house where supper was waiting ana the nr. 
and iiis wife with the baby who had come to dine with us. 

*or a little while after they haa left, the " A adam and i sat 
before the ^ranKlin stove, reading from the ^utobiegi phy ef an 
Aigrette, pausing from time to time t@ discuss interesting bits 
ef information it reveals concerning these beautiful birds, with 
many an interesting personal note by the ^aaam who knows <^very Island 
where ^ird w ity is located and the Mcklllheneys whose efforts and 
foresight nave saved tne aigrettes from extinction, ^nu so te bed 
at ei to ht, 



>•«. 30th - Saturday. 

wks Ii alitht fret lest night, hut net se evident as 
.. u. nine se many features ef nature 1 b this delieeus 

'« 7 *n the frest seems mere ef a design fer the sake 
lf“tr"ty thA * natural oensequenoe efseme universel lew, eperetia. 

In sen junetien with * lewering ,ef the thermemeter. 

-already * Imagine I netice the lengthening ef the days frem 
their £w ebb ef a week age. and a brilliant Am seemed Imps tier, t 
te break this merning, and at seven, I was delighted te hear rr^nt e 
faithful footstep en the gallery, 

u „ t • -> tan x worked at my typewriter when the “‘a dam came f®r 

ceff.r which! incidents wa"s vile, being "stong enough t. make 
eerie®, *, n kS ^unt ^ammie expressed it. It seems that 

you whip y _ | er m oof fee twice the same,—which, perhpas, 

te sincere list time always seems w.rs. than the en. 
llux* 'Sit!’ !uSt baa oenjurea her t. measure it 

h i dozen tfime tfrank has shewn her just hew much should be pu 
^ drtpper and hew much water should be added, but all of this 
in the t ^lm« after ea,h succeeding cemplaint is register- 

t * n * av * ll .fniMlna that "X dene ferget each time te measure", wf 
.d, always •'Pl^ns that, ^d.ne^ te#ps , f 

course the firs e f getter cup on the morrow, 

things and ^epe holds the e ©ntinues to forget, ana just 

5 ««;. •« «»•' 

cups which she blandly labels eeffee . 

** couple of uninteresting women called to spoil tne rest of 

the fire ailu tilked nan-sense uni.il dinner time 

The mail was li,ht, and se shertly after eur demi-tasse, 
f. is mf iuQ * went aver te the bindery where u.nry is seUing up 
tne ^ad-me »uu “adam, and while there *unt -ammie 

a new batch ef thread fer i . had cellected frem 

shewed me a o.uple ef ^al-u“ch even, a a.nical shaped 

tleaven K h ® ut ‘threuth the len^ way with another piece ef 

even in metal, out t:hreu,h r,in a un this shelf fermed by the 

metal, d-ivinging tXi d.uah far buisouits, then stand 

bdtflsisn, ene used t, %at the heat and r.fleoti.n, 

the eene i*«ing the fire pla • ® them #8 Bpee(111 j snu satisfaotaril 

, eaught in the w X ld . r h * seoxno item was a Vieksburg, 

Uississippi, newspaper,^puuli^ d^^J ly^3^ ^ b<th siaes by 

the eity f ‘,,1 „ r . fa d the news en ene side, and uete the 

Hilt* “’the wall ptp« ^Ihe ether, fer the print paper had . 

bJen^ei.hausted le„ fc P bofore the city fell and 

thkt the news ?tj£i Sr « VJLSSL ablut*a reference 

read the news items 0e #f kit teu M , for as everyone knows, 

vicksburgh*had starved fer weets. as this is the final editlen 
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Dec. 30th - concluded. x 

i worked for a couple of hours in the afternoon and then took 
a short brisk"walk in the bracing, bright sunshinf.and so back 
to the big house for supper at five, but each day supper gets later 
and l;*ter as poor ~lmer gets mere and more lost in her wool gather¬ 
ing. 

Bor myself, I enjoy the supper hour much moie than dinner. 

1 suppose there is an element of let-down fur everyone at the 
eleso of the day, and tnere is somethin* auout it that is closely 
akin to a leisurely »»£ cup of coffee after breakfast on Sunday 
morning in "anhattan, when the job of eating is finished, a aay 
of rest is ahead of one, and a cup of coffee signftds the first 
ei*a-ette of the day, and the cigarette unlocks an endless world 
for speculation, theorizing and just p ain talk. 


^nether 
the blessing 
that starts 
favorite, 
of the boys 
a dainty mor 
tho arrival 
join her at 
plae d, one 
of bacon ox 
bow our hear 


thing ^ like auout- supper at **elrese is the fact that 
always*seems a little funnier, and suppose any meal 
off with suppressed laughter is bound to rank as a 
Before ~unt w aramie has arrived, usually one or two 
have taaSn a rapid glance over the board, and snitched 
sel before anyone has dreamed of sitting down. *»ith 
of the Madam, all of us si, an a in* before the fireplace 
table, and while we are *ett ng our chairs comfortably 
or the other, ana probably •“. has sampled a buscuit 
something before “*adam say ; n "lri*ht, J. n." and we all 
ds. 


A f one is to suppose that J. follows the wording of the 
blessing as his mother gives it when he is not present, it would 
be safe to assume that it goes something liae this:"Lera, make us 
thankful for these gifts, and, save us at last, for Christ's sakt. 
Amen". But °. a., through years ef practice and an henest de¬ 
sire like the excellent business man he is, to tJ et the matter at 
hand over ana done with dispatch, he mutters the entire blessing with 
such a muffled veice that he is ever and done before I ever realize 
he has started. "y the time it would take me t# start with "herd, 
make us", ^has rattled off the whole ling# and in the same 
breath added:"B* S s the pickles, ^ai*". ~nywhere else this charade 
weuld seem lix r e sacrilege, but at ^elrost it seems mere like a 
man yellin*; 'By u ed, A want yeu to understand 1 am an atheist." 

■“fter supper we read for a while before the ^ranklin steve, 
finishing the ~igrotte_aut#bi#*rahpy, ana wonaorin* how the auther 
had the courage te write the last para fe raph, haveing the bird resolve 
to say a goed word to w aint Beter for the builder of Bird ^ity, 
who of course Wcs the author himself. 

<und so at oith, to bed. 
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Dee, 31st - Sunday. 


A glerieus merning, much sunshine and a temperature too high 
to make this last day of 1939 seem anything but ft seft mellew merning 
in May. It was difficult te imagine the news reperts frem 
Hew Yerk that teld ef freezing weather and anew. 

Aunt Mammie came ever for coffee and afterwards we took a 
little teurn threugh the gardens which were bright with red berries 
and yupen elusters amid the green feliage, while a terrent ef 
narcissus and hyacinth#s make all eut ef derrs seem like a vast 
and opulent conservatory. 

Much family fer dinner, after which seme ef them went hunting 
while sister. Aunt ^ammie and I went fer a ride, 

aleng Gain Aiver fer many miles, ^unt Gammie painting eut many ef 
the paints that have lingered an in histery threugh the beautiful 
eld houses here and there which flourished ence before ante-bellum 
times had been cut short by General Bguks krmy had passed aleng this 
same read#, burning and fighting, leaving so many scarred ruins 
and unmarked graves in the wake. 

We drove beyond ^enett's Berry, turning off below there te 
find a little house whence a woman had written Aunt Gammio, saying 
she had an old armoir to soli. The armeir itself was huge and ef 
peer weed, interesting us net at all, but the family who owned 
it excited much speculation as tc what the future might hold for 
the numerous progeny which toddled about tho mean little perch and 
tumbled around the two reamed little house. The woman, although 
young, seemed prematurely ela while the youthful father in clean 
overalls, siimed like any nice farm bey whom one might run across 
in such a locality as mi fe ht guarantee an agricultural schooling, 
although ± am sure that circumstances in this remote region precluded 
anything ef this sort, .and what ef the little children wh# 
steed aimlesslyabout? One little girl had something in her eye 
which her mother said she h d been bothered with since the day 
before. She had thought ef putting vaseline in the child's eye 
t# remove the object but "she is so mean" the mother hadn't dene 
anything about<lt. I suppose the child mi*ht hare been five or 
six, and was probably the oldest ef the several children, and 
what with er without, this and that, 1 have nod doubt, that this 
healthy young looking male and this prematurely aged mother will 
continue to build "stairs" as each year the highest stair mounts 
higher and the sftftceeding ones rise accordingly. 


Back home fer supper at six, and sister departed shortly thereafter 
while the ***adam and A read fer a bit before the Branklin stove. 

Aunt Camraie had always read Bennysen : s •‘■'he Dying of the Year t# her 
Mother on A ear's eve, but somehow in spit., ef the fact that we 
had found the volume fer its reading tonight, circumstances operated 
against it, and so we said goodnight early and I slept the eld year 
eut. 
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